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Living Out Our Mission:
We are Disciples of Christ,
amovement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all
to the Lord's Table as God has welcomed us.

Aswe continue in this month of mission and ministry
focus, each of is challenged to live out the gospel
message to share our abundance with one another. How
can each of ustake to heart the message to go into all the
world speaking to each one we encounter, teaching the
ways of Christ and preaching the gospel message? There
are many opportunities still yet to come this month at
FCC. Won’t you come and participate with us aswe all
share the ministry to which God continues to call us?
You’ll be blessed, you’ll be challenged ...

and maybe we’ll all be changed in the process.

Having received the news of Pastor Neil’s call to Hillcrest

Christian Church in Overland Park, beginning April

1st, a Search Committee for Senior Pastor is now
being formed. We will seek input and direction from

the congregation throughout the process, and will
appreciate your suggestions.
Robert Russell, Chair, Coordinating Council
Mickey Bogart, Chair, Senior Pastor Search Committee
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From The Bend in the Road.....

“Besides the noble art of getting things done,
thereisanobler art of leaving things undone.” ~Lin Yutang

| have a set of never ending to-do lists on scraps of paper all over my desk. | have ser-
mon notes on post-its, | have names of folks that have signed up for different minis-
tries. | have budget figures, requests for recommendations, email addresses of visitors,
phone numbers, book lists and a growing wish list of things | want to get done. | also
enjoy throwing these lists away. Getting things completed, a sense of joy and satisfac-
tion of ajob well done (and sometimes just done!) can do alot to carry you through and
onto the next project. Sometimes there’s a sadness or regret of things that don’t get
done, get pushed to the bottom, or forgotten. Once in a while, those #9 & 10’s get
rolled onto the next “To Do List” and become the hopes and dreams for tomorrow.

As a congregation, we also have an on-going list. Our list of hopes and dreams are de-
termined by Our Shared Vision and Ministry together. There are also times when part
of our priorities are determined by circumstance. As of this week, many of you have
been notified that Neil’s resignation was received by the Coordinating Council and Eld-
ers on Feb. 1st. He has accepted another call to a congregation in Kansas City.
So...now is the time when one of our congregational “To Do Lists” will be
re-evaluated. The congregation has accomplished a great deal under Neil’s leader-
ship. We are thankful for the gifts, graces and challenges that he has shared with us
aong the way. Yet there are also things left to accomplish. Those are the things that
will become our hopes and dreams for the future. So we’ve started anew “To Do List”
to help us determine how to walk in this new direction. #1 The Coordinating Council
and Elders will meet again on Feb. 15th to discuss a list of options so that there is no
gap in ministry and we continue with the same meaningful and vibrant ministries we
always have. #2 We’re planning ways to say goodbye to Neil and celebrate his time
with this congregation. His last Sunday with us will be March 29th. #3 We will start
dreaming of where God is taking us. What amazing things does God have for First
Christian Church up ahead? How can we begin preparing our-
selves to receive what God might have in store for us?

We’re at another crossroads in this journey of faith, and due in
pat to Neil’s wonderful guidance, as a congregation,
we are healthy and prepared for this next step. =
So let’s get ready . ...an exciting journey awaits! ~Christy




First Christian Church
2009 Soup Supper

& Talent Show

Fundraiser

One Day Only!
Sunday, February 22nd

5:30to 7:30 pm!

See your church friends
in a whole new light!

Featuring...
The Charades!
&
Carnac’sfinal appearance!

Donations go to the Developing Young Disciples
Fund in support of our Youth and Young Adult
Ministries!

Those wishing to sign up for the
Talent Show MUST email,
call or talk to Christy by
Wednesday, February 18th!! 3




Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Up

K ansas Disciples Women
2009 Spirit Fest

WHO All women of the church

WHAT Fellowship , Worship with
women from your district

THEME Beautifully and Wonderfully
Made - Psalms 139:13-14

WHEN March 28 in Atchison

SCHEDULE Registration begins at 9
am. Closing at 3 p.m.

HOW Register through your local
DWF/CWEF two weeks prior to the event
you will attend

COST $15registration [)ice
fee coversalight break- DISCIPICS
Women

fast snack, lunch and all
in Ministry

materials
\

CONTACT Fran p
Gast, 913-682-0898, 7~
fgast@kc.rr.com \%Q_—/

! &

Third Annual Women's Spiritual
Conference —An Ecumenical Event

Open the Door: A Journey to

the True Self
March 7, 2009

Hosted at St. Thomas More Catholic
Church, New Parish Center
2900 Kimball, Manhattan,

This Lenten retreat day is based ¥
on Joyce Rupp’s latest book.
The day offers both inspiration | ‘
and encouragement for spiritual e
transformation. The symbolic door of the
heart bears a similarity to physical doors
in that it, too, opens and closes. Our
heart-door opens inward to where we
continually discover more of who we are
becoming. There we find the inherent
goodness God seeded in us at our birth.
The door then opens outward to the
world where we bring this giftedness to
share with others. As Joyce explores
aspects of opening the door, she will
focus on the Lenten journey, a time of
re-turning to the Holy One. The day will
include two conferences, a quiet time of
reflection, small group dialogue, and
creative prayer experiences.

Registration is $25 and is due by
February 27th.Brochures are available in
the church office. For more information,



http://www.mhtnspiritconf.org

Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Up

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship Meal at 6:00 p.m. Study at 6:30 p.m.

February 18—"Blessings?’ led by Christy

February 25th—April 1—lessons|led by Neil, using TTHE
episodes of the “The Twilight Zone” for our Lenten Bible L8t
Study. Neil developed this study series during his
sabbatical, and we’ll explore such themes as fear and sus-
picion, mortality, and making a difference in the world,
among others.

WEDNESDAY NOON COMMUNITY
_ LENTEN WORSHIP
- FEBRUARY 25th—APRIL 1

Keeping 12 noon in First Christian Sanctuary
A Hely Lent Light lunch followsin Fellowship Hall

February 25 — Worship by First Congregational

March 3 — Worship by Peace Lutheran

March 11 — Worship & Meal by College Avenue United Methodist
March 18 — Worship & Meal by S. Thomas More Catholic

March 25 — Richard Gehring

April 1 — Worship & Meal by Trish Cassinelli

Wk are encouraged to Make it a spiritual disciplineto set time aside
each Wednesday noon for focus on Lent.



Reaching Out: Living Out Our Mission

Free Dental Services
Sponsored by Kansas Dental
Charitable Foundation

US National Guard Armory
721 Levee Drive
Manhattan, Kansas

February 20-21, 2009

No Eligibility or
Income Requirements

No appointments:
First come, first served
Children and Adults
Services Include:
Fillings Cleanings, Extractions
Doors Open at 5:00 a.m.

Ministriesand Mission
Interpreters (MMI)
Training Event

sponsored by
Global Ministries

hosted by

Country Club Christian Church
6101 Ward Parkway. Kansas
City, MO 64113-1353

on

Saturday, February 28, 2009 from
8:30am to 4:30pm

Cost: $12 which includes lunch, training
notebook, Global Ministries tote bag and
name badge, Global Ministries display
board, and a supply of GM resources.

To register, contact the Greater Kansas City
Regional Office 913-432-1414

Check should be written to the Christian

Church of Greater Kansas City and mailed

to: Christian Church of Greater Kansas City
5700 Broadmoor, Suite 902
Mission, KS 66202

For more information contact the event coor-
dinator, Karen Y ount at 816-322-0576
or the training leader, Bob Shebeck at 317-
713-2571 bshebeck@dom.disciples.org




Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Out

WEEK OF COMPASSION SUNDAYS FEBRUARY 15 & 22

Enclosed in this newsletter is a brochure and donation envelope for Week
of Compassion. Please open your hearts and give to WOC you will help
people all over this world..

THANK YOU, FIRST CHRISTIAN!

In behalf of those who went on the winter break mission

trip to the Disciples Mission Stations at FCC, Texas City

and FCC, Port Arthur, Texas, | want to thank First Christian

Church, Manhattan for providing support from the Tinklin

Mission Fund. Along with a grant from the Week of Compassion,
the Tinklin monies were used to defray our expenses and allowed
us to leave significant gifts for FCC, Texas Gity and FCC, Port Arthur
to help them repair their facilities and continue to host work groups
like ours that come to the Gulf Coast to help those who have experi-
enced loss as a result of a visit from Hurricane Ike last summer.

David A. Jones, Campus Pastor
CrossRoads of ECM, 1021 Denison Avenue, www.ksu.edu/ecm

THANKS FROM OUR JAMAICA MISSION TEAM!

A special thank-you to everyone who provided donations for our

recent Jamaica mission trip. We raised about $917 on Jamaica

Sunday prior to our departure, and many wonderful school items

were donated for the pre-school. Arecap of the trip and photos
will be coming soon.

Don and Joan Thomson, Ken and Gindy Garwick, Neil Engle and Linda Jones
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