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Whoever wishes to

be my follower
must deny his very
self, take up his
cross each day and
follow in my steps.
Luke 9:23

M A R C H 15, 2 0 0 9

OXEll done..
CAMy good
and [aithful servant.

~Matthew 25:23

We bid farewell to Nell & Holly and give
thanksfor Nell’sministry with us
ON SUNDAY MARCH 2%th.
Nell’s message at wor ship: “Remembering
and Giving Thanksfor Our Partnership”
Following wor ship we’ll enjoy a potluck &
program including “roasts” & “toasts”!
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From the Bend in the Road

For everything thereis a season and atime for every matter under heaven:
atimeto beborn, and atimeto die;
atimeto plant, and atimeto pluck up what is planted;
atimetokill and atimeto heal;
atimeto break down and atimeto build up;
atimetoweep, and atimeto laugh;
atimeto mourn, and atime to dance;
atimeto throw away stones, and atimeto gather stones together.
atimeto embrace and atimeto refrain from embracing;
atimeto seek, and atimeto lose;
atimeto keep, and atimeto throw away;
atimeto tear, and atimeto sew
atimeto keep silence and atime to speak
atimetoloveand atimeto hate
atime for war and atime for peace. ~Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

This congregation is encountering a time of change and transition. We are saying
goodbye to a beloved pastor who walked this congregation from a time of weeping
and mourning to atime of healing and peace. A pastor’s calling is to keep the body
of Christ always focused on God’s purpose, and to live into that purpose as
faithfully as we can. Nell faithfully listened to God, and shared with this church
how to refocus on God’s will and God’s calling. To this congregation’s credit, you
faithfully responded and have continued to live into your purpose. We are a healthy
congregation faithfully committed to our heritage and our denominational ties.
We intentionally live out abundant hospitality and welcome all who come seeking
Christ in our midst. We believe that living, struggling, discerning and celebrating as
afamily of faith ‘in community’ are God’s hopes for us and that no one should ever
have to walk thisjourney through life alone.

So to Neil, | want to say thank you for helping reshape and refocus our purpose.
Thank you for helping this congregation heal and prepare them for God’s purpose in
the future. Y ou have prepared them well for the journey ahead. We know that while
this chapter ends another one is beginning for all of us. Farewell good and faithful
servant...and remember that the best way we can honor our lives together for the
past seven yearsisto rise to the purpose to which God has called us. Thank you

more than words could ever express. ~Chri sty



SEARCH COMMITTEE HELD FIRST MEETING MARCH 9TH

As you know, a DOC congregation exercises relative autonomy in choosing its minister and the
search and “calling” is determined by the laity. The process we follow at FCC is that a Coordinat-
ing Council approved committee conducts a search, makes a recommendation to the Coordinating
Council and Elders who in turn presents the recommendation to the Congregation for a vote to
extend the call. The Search Committee deals with much information that is confidential in nature,
and there will be no discussion or reports of individuals’ names which are considered by the
Committee during this process. Be assured, that all names the Committee does consider will come
through the Regional Minister, Paxton Jones. While the Committee is working in behalf of our
FCC congregation, it is important that we not disrupt other congregations. We will use the
newsl etter to apprise the congregation of our progress through the steps of the search process.

At its March 9™ meeting, the committee began the development and update of our church profile
and the attributes we are seeking in a minister. We are using the information generated in the
Focus Groups discussions held March 1. So for several weeks, we will be doing some homework—
pulling together demographic information about FCC, defining the criteria which will help us
“match” prospective ministers with FCC; preparing a Congregational Survey which will help usin
soliciting prospects. We continue to invite input from the Congregation as we seek to articulate our
mutual hopes and dreams for the Senior Minister who will lead us.

The Search Committee believes it is important to share a summary of the recommendations from
Coordinating Council about the Transition Period leading to the Calling of a permanent Senior
Minister, and will guide the work of the Search Committee. The Coordinating Council adopted by
unanimous vote to:
Immediately call a full time Interim Senior Minister.
Negotiate with Christy any additional duties and responsibilities added to her Associate
Pastoral assignment between April 1 and the selection of an Interim Sr. Minister to
assure fair compensation. Christy believes that she was called by God to be our Associate
Pastor and while she has agreed to use her ministeria giftsto help usin the transition to an
interim pastor, she has expressed the desire that she not be considered for either the Senior
minister or Interim Minister. We honor her request and her calling.
Commence the Search Process for the calling of a permanent Senior Minister to be done as
expediently as possible.

Rationale: During the interim phaseit is necessary to maintain and promote positive progress with
our ongoing programs, focusing on the devel opment of faithful worship services and
continued emphasis on all aspects of stewardship, membership, discipleship and growth.

An understanding of the need for ordained ministry (not only lay ministry, especialy in the
pulpit) in addition to Christy’s other professional services is necessary during the
search for the permanent Senior Minister.

Professional training and professional continuity is very important. The Interim Senior
Minister will be responsible for a substantial workload and will be able to provide an
unbiased assessment of where we are and will assist usin focusing for the future.

There is more to the ordained ministry than Sunday morning worship services. Lay leader-
ship will be needed in the transition period, but cannot and should not be relied upon to
deliver pastoral services.




Living Out Our Mission: Reaching In

What | sthis SPIRIT FEST Thing and Why Should | Go to It?

If you are amale, you’re welcome to keep reading, but thisis mostly directed to the women in
our congregation. In the newsletter and at our Disciples Women Fellowship group meetings, you
possibly have bumped into announcements about the 2009 Spirit Fest in recent weeks. If you have
not attended thisevent in past years, it’s possible you just thought, “I’m not really sure what that is
all about. I’ll justignoreit.” So, let metell you alittle about what Spirit Fest islike.

For starters, the one-day (March 28) gathering of women from Disciples Churches in the NE part
of the state (at Atchison FCC) is something like aretreat or summer youth camp, except that at the
end of the day, you get to go home and sleep in your own bed. Admittedly, you may have to get up
alittle earlier than you’d like on a Saturday morning, but once you’re settled in awith other FCC
women, laughing and chatting, you’ll realize- this road trip isjust plain fun and thisisjust the be-
ginning of aday of fellowship, music, worship, learning, and food for both the body and the spirit.

It isindeed aday of fellowship. Y ou may have an opportunity to get to know some of the
Manhattan church women, who have been in different groups or activities than you, or perhaps
just catch up with friends you haven’t talked with lately. Spirit Fest is one of thoserare
opportunities to meet, talk and share with women from our sister churchesin the district.

Everyoneis friendly and welcoming. Watch Phyllis Price and Alice Roper as they reunite with
other church women they have met, worked with, and become special friends with at Spirit Fests
and retreats over the years.

Itisalso aday of learning. You will have the option of choosing which workshops, directed by
knowledgeabl e and engaging leaders, you would like to attend. There will be aworkshop on our
next year’s mission focus Bosnia/Croatia; one focusing on our new magazine and study resource
“Just Women,” aprayer and Bible study session, (1’ve personally found similar sessions in the past
to be rich in new ways to use prayer and scripture reading to enhance my spiritual focus) and a Ser-
vice presentation from the Women’s Action Web Experience in 2008 (1 really don’t know what that
means-maybe that isone | should go to that one).

Did I mention food? When we arrive from what will begin to fed like atoo-long drive, we will
be greeted with a “breakfast snack.” When we met at Atchison afew years ago, the lunch was
more than substantial and really, really good. The cost is $15, which covers the meals and any
supplies we use of receivein the sessions.

Now you don’t have the excuse that you don’t know what Spirit Fest is or how you fit into it.
Being a part of the church beyond our city limitsis good for each of us and for Manhattan FCC. |
challenge especially those of you in Russell and Spirit Sisters to start making Spirit Fest one of
those things you do every spring. Talk with othersin your group and decide thisisthe year you
will start raising your spirits at DWF Spirit Fest. By Nancy Goulden

We have 10 women registered to attend. While registration forms were due by March 15th,
if you are interested, please contact Pastor Christy. We’ll make sure that no oneis left out
who wants to go and have their Spirits lifted!



Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Up

Preaching Schedule for March

March 22nd - Neil Engle “Starting Over”
Psalm 51:1-12; Jeremiah 31:31-34
Children’s Message: “Being Brave”

March 29th - Neil Engle “Remembering
and Giving Thanks for Our Partnership”
Philippians 1:3-11
April 5th - Palm Sunday
“Looking for a Savior”
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Mark 11:1-11
Children’s Message: “Parades”
“A Service of Shadows and Light”
April 12th - Easter Sunday
Christy Dew “Living Under a Rock”
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; John 20:1-18
9:00 am. Fellowship Breakfast
10:15 am. Morning Worship

Children’s Message “Goodbyes”
April oth - Maundy Thurs. 6:30 pm
6:30 am. Easter Sunrise

Worship Leaders
&
Children M essage

Many thanks from the Worship
Ministry Team for all those who

have volunteered to
N
Ny

serve as Worship
L eaders and to give the

Children’s Message.

We’d still like more volunteers. If
you would like to servein this
important aspect of our Sunday
worship, please let Linda Uthoff
know, at lindau3@yahoo.com or
785-341-1342

: 'FCEEP im]l
A :H-GE::; Lent

COMMUNITY LENTEN WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY NOON,
FIRST CHRISTIAN SANCTUARY
L unch followsin Fellowship Hall

March 25—Wor ship by Manhattan M ennonite Church
April 1—Worship by Trish Cassindlli
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Reaching In: Living Out Our Mission

KNOWING YOUR CHURCH FAMILY—
Jerrod, Danielle and Kate Wanklyn

Almost everyone knows Jerrod and Danielle Wanklyn. They have
been worshipping together with us since August 2006 (when they
were married in our church), and Danielle since 2002, when shewas ||
still astudent at KSU. They are one of those good looking young

couples we see almost every Sunday sitting on the south side of the sanctuary, about four
rows from the back. They also serve as Deacons and they help with sponsoring our youth
groups. Danielleis also on the search team which will find and call our next senior pastor.

So, let’slearn alittle more about Jerrod and Danielle. Jerrod grew up in Frankfort, KS,
attended the Methodist church, and played football, basketball and track whilein high
school. He has one older and one younger sibling. Danielle grew up in Westmoreland, also
attended the Methodist church. She was a cheerleader (surprise, surprise) at her high
school, and the captain of the cheering squad (another surprise). She has one younger
brother.

Danielle and Jerrod did not know each other during those days, and Jerrod was just com-
pleting a degree in kinesiology at KSU when Danielle was entering KSU to study business.
After completing his degree, Jerrod joined the family business (Wanklyn Oil) in Frankfort.
During the summers and while attending KSU, Danielle worked as an “interim” employee
in the Pottawatomie County Treasurer’s Office.

One day Jerrod stopped in the Treasurer’s Office to pay the taxes on a new company truck.
Danielle assisted him with this task, and in the process noticed that he was late in paying
those taxes. (Can you feel trouble brewing?) After conducting his business there, Jerrod
ran into afriend in Westmoreland and, of course, asked him if he knew who the girl was
who had helped him in the Treasurer’s Office. “Yes, and | know who you are asking
about”, hisfriend replied. “Give me your cell phone number and | will have her call you.”
“Areyou kidding!” Danielle said. “I don’t do thingslike that!”...but she did, and they
talked for over an hour on the telephone that evening.

And, asthey say, therest is history. They met in August of 2005, became engaged in De-
cember of 2005, and were married by Neil in our church in August of 2006. Now, isn’t
that sweet?



Living Out Our Mission: Reaching In

To clarify acouple of things for you readers, Y es, Danielle did finally get the “interim” tag
removed from her title. Sheisnow the “Assistant Treasurer of Pottawatomie County”.
(‘Assistant’ means that she gets to handle all the problemsin the office); and yes, Jerrod
did have to pay the penalty for hislate taxes. His handsome grin did not work on that ca-
reer minded government bureaucrat in the Treasurer’s Office.

We are so fortunate to have such a dedicated, hard working and energetic couple in our
church family. You may have also noticed that they often bring Kate, their seven year old
daughter, to church. Kate lovesto attend Sunday School, and also likes to attend church...
where she and Bryan Schurle pass notes back and forth to each other. Jerrod and Danielle
are also big KSU sports fans, and attend almost all of the football and basketball games.
They also like to travel and have been to some very exotic and interesting places. You
must ask them more about (1) the places they have been, and (2) the time between that first
hour long phone call and their wedding in August 2005.

They say the thing they like the most about our church is the friendliness of our members
and the warmth of our services, and Jerrod “really likes the band!” Hopefully they realize
how much they mean to us and how happy they make us to see them and visit with them
every Sunday morning.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!
L eanne Finndll and son Jett

For many of you, it seems like Leanne and Jett have been have
been a part of our church family for along time. One of the things
that Leanne loves about our congregation is that we are loving and
welcoming to everyone. Leanne accepted an invitation to church
by Debi Rogers as they both are employed by AIB. Over the past year Leanne had
considered joining the church, but like many people she ‘doesn’t like to be in front of big
crowds’ and so walking down front was a bit frightening. But over the past few months,
Leanne felt the calling my God to make a personal commitment of membership (although
it’s not required by the congregation for full fellowship). So she faced her fearsto make a
commitment to God and to FCC. Leanneisan active participant in “Spirit Sisters” and the
Y oung Adult Sunday School class. Jett attends Sunday School and loves the music and
singing on Sunday during worship. Say hello to them on Sunday morning!
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Reaching Out: Living Out our Mission

Easter Offering: April 5th & April 12th
We continue our faithful Stewardship aswe
receive our Easter Offering on April 5th and
April 12th. The offering will go to Disciples
Ministries that RESURRECT HOPE in the
world. Our General Ministries serveto be a
beacon of light in the world in the darkest of
times. Please sharein abundance and let us
help share in the hope that is brought when we
participate in mission and witness throughout
the United States and around the world. Won’t
you “Go Light Our World” this Easter?



