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♥ RENEW your Faith? 
 

♥ CHANGE your Perspective 
 

♥ LIVE into Our Mission? 
 

♥ BE a Servant for Christ? 
 
 

What are you waiting for?? 

FALL  BIBLE FALL  BIBLE FALL  BIBLE FALL  BIBLE 
STUDY IS STUDY IS STUDY IS STUDY IS 

COMING COMING COMING COMING 
SOON!SOON!SOON!SOON!    

Details insideDetails insideDetails insideDetails inside    

“KICK OFF “KICK OFF “KICK OFF “KICK OFF 
SUNDAY” & SUNDAY” & SUNDAY” & SUNDAY” & 

5TH     5TH     5TH     5TH         
SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY 

POTLUCK   POTLUCK   POTLUCK   POTLUCK   
AUGUST 29thAUGUST 29thAUGUST 29thAUGUST 29th    
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From the Bend in the Road………From the Bend in the Road………From the Bend in the Road………From the Bend in the Road………    
  

    I really love the fall and back to school time.  There’s an  
internal sense of anticipation that still comes each time I see the 
rows of pens, pencils and markers; the stacks of new binders 
and paper, and the smell of all the new school clothes. My new 
found fall excitement was also mixed with a bit of anxiety as I 
knew that change was coming.  While some things would be  
familiar (my friends would be there, the bus driver was always 
the same and the cafeteria food was pretty predictable) some 
things were going to be different (new classrooms, new teachers 
and new subjects).  Some things that I always thought would be 
the same changed as well.  Some things that I prayed would 
change, seemed to linger around like dirty gym socks I forgot to 
empty out of my backpack.  But no matter what,  
my perspective on what was coming and would happen each 

fall shaped my reality of how the year turned out. 

 

As the Fall approaches, we’re making some changes around our 
church as well.  Our prayers are being answered and our  

vision for the church is becoming what we dreamed.   
To make room for those changes and to provide a safe and  
welcoming space for all, some of the Sunday School classes are 
moving locations. You’ll still have the familiarity of the friends 
you made to go with you, but rooms will look different.  Change 
is in store for our children too, as they will be moving to new 
classrooms located on the third floor.  But the one thing that  
remains the same, is the love we have for one another and the 
willingness to live into what God has in store for us.   
So….in the coming weeks, if you can’t find something you’re  
looking for, ask the person with the kind smile and let’s find our 
way into the newness the Spirit of God is bringing! ~Christy  
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR FORMING!CHILDREN’S CHOIR FORMING!CHILDREN’S CHOIR FORMING!CHILDREN’S CHOIR FORMING!    
 
The new choir and hand bell director for First 

Christian, Diana Taylor, is starting a new 
class in the fall for our younger members.  

Diana is a nationally certified Kodály music 
specialist.  The Kodály method focuses on 

developing a good singing voice, moving and 
playing all within the context of high quality 

folk music.  Along with learning many fun 
secular songs, children will also learn sacred 

music that is age appropriate and ways to par-
ticipate in worship.  This class is available 

during the Bible Study hour for all children 
who are “toilet trained.”   

If there are enough older children in  
attendance, there is a possibility for  

participation in worship services. 
 

Monday Morning Book Study 
 

Monday Morning Book 
study begins  Sept. 13, 

10:30 am. The first 
book the group will 

read is “To Kill A 
Mockingbird”,         

published 50 years ago. 
Our study group will 

reflect on it in the light of 2010.  Men and 
women are encouraged to participate.   

 
If you want us to order you a copy of the 

book (group orders get lower rates), 
please call the church office by August 

31st. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disciple Men’s Gathering! 
August 21st 

Families Welcome,      

Food Provided 

6 p.m. at 

Thomson’s Clubhouse & Pool 

 

 

 

 
 

             Young Adults &  

       Young Families Picnic 
              August 22nd 

            4:30—6:30 p.m. 

    Tuttle Creek Shelter #1 

   Bring a dish to share!  

Community Announcements 



 

 

4 

Living Out Our Mission: Reaching In 
 

Knowing Your Church Family    
      Pete& Shania Knippenberg 
                    (and Braxton too!)   
Most of the churches in our community and 
throughout the country are full of AARP qualified 
people.  When a young family decides that 
worshipping in church is an important aspect of 
raising a family, and they become regular 
participants in worship, they get the attention of 
everyone.  Our “Knowing Your Church Family” for 
this edition expressed this sentiment this way.   
 
Our FCC family for this article is Pete, Shania, and Braxton Knippenberg.  They are the    
handsome family who generally sit on the second row from the back on the south side of the 
sanctuary. “ We feel a sense of community at First Christian.  We love coming to church…it is 
a fun experience!  We like the friendly people, the music, and the whole service is so 
uplifting.”  Our church is blessed with several young adults who all have expressed this same 
feeling.  Let’s get to know the Knippenbergs a little better. 
 
Pete was born in Iowa.  His father was a pipeline engineer, and so his family moved around a 
lot.  Pete lived in Iowa, Illinois, Texas before he was in the third grade.  He attended school in 
Great Bend, with the third and fourth grades being held in a one-room school house (not many 
of their generation can claim to have attended a one-room school!)  He graduated from high 
school at Great Bend, then enrolled at Kansas State University as a Mechanical Engineering 
student for one year.  Then Pete took a year off before enrolling again, this time as a Business 
Management major.  He attained this degree plus a bachelor’s degree in Human Resources.  
When he was a freshman he started up his own business, “Light It Up”.  His business office 
was in his dorm room and his start up money came from selling his used car.  “Light It Up” is a 
DJ company which services the local area, but extends to Kansas City and Wichita.  This      
column is not a paid advertisement, but if you need some good party music, your source is right 
here in our church.  Pete’s regular day-time job is being a sales representative for Howies    
Recycling. 
 
Shania was born and raised in Pottawatomie County and attended grade school in              
Westmoreland and high school at Rock Creek.  After high school Shania attended Kansas State 
University and graduated in 2003 with a degree in Financial Planning.  After graduation,  
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Shania took a job with Enterprise Car Rental for two years before she also started her own 
business…SK Imaging.  She and Pete work together in both businesses.  You may have seen 
them shooting the pictures of Pastor Paul’s Installation and reception. 
 
Braxton doesn’t have a job yet, but he stays very busy learning new tricks…every day.  His 
latest is moving a chair to the kitchen cabinet where he can climb up and reach the counter.  
Pete and Shania…now the fun begins!  All of us will have fun watching this energetic young 
man grow up in the coming years. 
 
Pete and Shania met in 2003, just before Shania graduated.  You may want to ask them about 
the exact story of how they met, but it sounds like Shania was doing some early graduation 
celebrating at Dave’s Hide-away.  Anyone heard of that place?  Pete was a “bouncer” for the 
establishment and had to keep a keen eye out for troublemakers.  For some reason his eyes    
focused on Shania.  She swears that she was not causing any trouble, but Pete didn’t take his 
eyes off of her for several weeks…actually for two years…and they were married in the     
Danforth Chapel in December 2005.  Braxton came along on August 8th, 2008 (8-8-08!) 
 
The Knippenbergs were invited to our church by Danielle Piper about four years ago.  As was 
stated in the first paragraph, they felt very much at home at First Christian, and have been    
attending worship with us since then.   
 
Shania is a member of the Spirit Sisters, and she holds the positions of Co-chairman of the 
Spirit Sisters as well as the liaison to the DWF.  She also helped with VBS for the last two 
years and was a wonderful addition to the VBS staff! 
 
With two jobs each, and raising a vivacious two year old, Pete and Shania don’t have much 
time to relax, but when they do they like to watch movies, read, cook together, and travel when 
they can.  Pete’s parents have a lake home in Nebraska, and they try to spend time there three 
or four times a year.  Shania also likes to scrapbook.  (She says that Braxton’s baby book is 
now completed approximately up to age two months!)  Maybe a little catching up to do? 
 
What a delight and how wonderful it is to have Pete, Shania, and Braxton as part of our church 
family.  Everyone will want to visit with them on Sunday mornings to learn about Braxton’s 
latest adventures, and share in the excitement of the Knippenberg family as they grow together 
and grow in our church. 

Living Out Our Mission: Reaching In 
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Living Out Our Mission—Reaching Up 
 

Kick Off Sunday: August 29th 
      8:30-9:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

      8:30-9:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
               9:30 am Sunday School-Educational Classes 

♦ Nursery Available for birth –3 years (not yet potty trained) 
♦ Children’s Classes for (Potty Trained) 3 through 6 years 

♦ KIDS 4 CHRIST : 7-12 years of age 
♦ Young Adults– DVD Video series on Faith & Christianity 

♦ Discussion Class (book discussion group) 
♦ Koinonia-DVD Study on the New Testament 

♦ Bethany Class-Traditional Bible Study 
10:30 am Worship-Celebration of Education 

After Worship– All Church Potluck 
3-5:30 pm Children’s Ministry Pool Party at Pastor Paul’s House 

Fall Bible Study 

Exodus:  
Learning to Trust God 

 

12 Week Session-2 Classes 

Tuesday Afternoons  

2:-3:30 pm 

Beginning August 31st  

In the Discussion Classroom 

Wednesday Night 

6:00 pm Fellowship Meal $3 

6:30-7:30 pm Bible Study 

Beginning September 1st 
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Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Up 

August Preaching ScheduleAugust Preaching ScheduleAugust Preaching ScheduleAugust Preaching Schedule    
August 22—“ The Journey Ahead”—Pastor Christy 
    Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Children’s Message: “Following Directions” 

 
August 29—”Anything But Ordinary” — Pastor Paul 
    Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1-14 
 Children’s Lesson: “Let’s Get Started!” 

WELCOME, DIANA! 
Diana Taylor is the new Chancel Choir and Handbell 
Choir director at First Christian Church.  For the past 

three years, she has been the music specialist at 
Paloma Creek Elementary in Denton, TX and the 

founder of the school’s award winning choir.  Diana 
received her Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from the University of North Texas and completed 

her national Organization of American Kodály  
Educators (OAKE) Certification at the University of North Texas.  In her first three 
years of teaching, Mrs. Taylor served as a mentor for Music Education students at 
the University of North Texas and is a Denton ISD Teacher Leader for the First 

Year Teacher Academy.  She has guest lectured at the University Of North Texas 
College Of Music Career Night and for Denton ISD music teacher staff  
development.  Diana was selected as a student conductor in 2006 at the 

Texas Choral Director's Association convention in San Antonio.   
Diana has moved to Manhattan to pursue a Master’s of Music degree from Kansas 
State University along with her husband, Joshua Taylor, who will also begin work 
on his Master’s Degree in the fall.  In their free time, the Taylors enjoy traveling, 

watching baseball, and playing with their two dogs, Buster and Teddy.   

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the 
ways you can, in all the places you can, to all the people you 
can, as long as ever you can.                                  ~~John Wesley 
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Fulfilling our Mission Through Stewardship 
 

 5th Sunday of the Month Opportunity 
 
Once again we have an additional opportunity to share the treasures 
that God has given to us in support of the work of the Lord.  Sunday, 
August 29th is the 5th Sunday in August.  Continuing with the third of 
four 5th Sunday offerings in 2010 we will soon be able to factor in our 
entire 13th month offering for 2010.  The last 5th Sunday offering will 
be on October 31st. Your continued support of First Christian Church 
and its programs at the local and world-wide levels is greatly          
appreciated. 
 
 

Woman To Woman Project 

Making The World Better! 
 
Eighteen Disciples women from the US are     
traveling to Turkey in October as part of the DOC 
Woman-to-Woman Worldwide project, and I am thrilled and thankful 
to be one of them. We have a Pre-trip Service Project of bringing  
infant liquid vitamins with us, as they are not readily available in  
Turkey. If you would like to help with this project by buying and 
bringing to the church the liquid infant vitamins, I will take them in 
my checked luggage. If you would rather, you can donate money to 
this project. A bottle of infant liquid vitamins costs about $10.00. The 
vitamins will then be purchased here to be distributed there. Checks 
should be made out to First Christian, with the notation “vitamins”. 
 
These vitamins will be distributed by the Istanbul Interparish Migrant 
Program, founded in 1991 to offer guidance, counseling, food and 
medical aid to migrants--mostly from African and Asian countries. 
                                                              Ann Foster    785-776-1332 E
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Purple Grocery Bags! 
The purple First Christian Church cloth grocery bags will be available the next 2 Sundays and 
through the church office until September 1st.  The cost is $5 each and is a great way to pro-
mote our church.   
 
Purple Power Play on Poyntz! 
We will once again have our tent set up downtown during Purple Power Play on Poyntz the        
evenings of Thursday, September 2 and Friday, September 3.  Spirit Sisters will be covering 
the booth Thursday night, but we will need a few members to help Friday night from 5:00     
set-up until 9:00 pm.  A sign up sheet will be available at the church office for anyone wishing 
to help.  Or, contact Linda Jones at 587-8740, ljones@kansas.net. 
 
Jamaica Mission Trip! 
Linda Jones will be joining Dr. Dean Thomson and a small group of volunteers October 19-27, 
heading to Falmouth, Jamaica.  If members would like to donate any of the following items, 
Linda will be helping pack boxes on Sunday, October 10.  Please leave at the church office. 

Bars of soap for nursing home residents 
Paperback casual reading books for girls ages 8-16 (Place of Safety) 
Small boxes of crayons, washable markers, rubber balls, and coloring books for local      

preschool 
If you have any questions, contact Linda at 587-8740 or ljones@kansas.net. 
 

ECM IS READY FOR FALL 2010! 
 

Ecumenical Campus Ministries (Exploring Faith. Coming Together. Meeting Needs)  
 
Weekly Events: Sundays—607:30 p.m.—Dinner and Discussion 
   Tuesday—7-8 p.m.—PB & J (Poverty, the Bible and Justice) 
   Thursdays—11:30 a.m.—1 p.m.—Real Food Lunch 
   5:30-6:30 p.m.—Prayerful Yoga 
Monthly Events: Monday evening—”Last Lecture Series” 
   Saturday morning/afternoon—Community Service 
 

Spread the word to any KSU Students you know—ECM is at 1021 
Denison Avenue, 
Watch for more announcements at www.ksu.edu/ecm 

Living Out Our Mission: Reaching Out 
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Rev. Paxton Jones, Regional Minister                                Doug Gray, Moderator 
 Rev. Steve Martin, Associate Regional Minister, SE District, Outdoor & Youth  
 Rev. Renee Bridwell, Associate Regional Minister South Central District 
 Rev. Ken Marston, Associate Regional Minister for Central and High Plains 

~~Opportunities for Women of the Church~~ 
 

September 10-12:  Kansas Disciple and KS/OK UCC women weekend assembly at 
White Memorial Camp, overlooking Council Grove Lake.  Theme is “Where’s the 
HOPE?”  Gifted storyteller and pastor, Rev. Elaine Blanchard, will be the keynote 
speaker.  Contact Ruth Lackey (776-7650) for registration info. 
 

October 6-8, OR October 8-10:  Kansas DWF Retreat, mid-week or on the weekend 
at Camp Tawakoni.  This year’s theme is “Servant’s Hands”, with Joyce Ferguson of 
Scott’s Bluff, NE as keynoter.  Assembling Church World Service Hygiene Kits is the 
designated service project for this retreat.  CWS has put out a plea for more kits due to 
recent world-wide disasters.  (www.churchworldservice.org .)  Need for the kits:  one 
regular-sized HAND towel, one washcloth, wide-toothed comb, nail clipper, wrapped 
bar of soap, packaged toothbrush and 6 standard-sized Band-Aids.  Even if you cannot 
attend, you can help by donating any of these items or donating $$ to purchase them.  
You can register on-line at www.kansasdisciples.org or contact Ruth Lackey.   
 

October 22-23:  DOC Kansas Regional Assembly will be held in Salina.  On          
Saturday, there will be a women’s luncheon in which the KDWF officers for the up-
coming year will be installed.  Linda Kemp will be installed as president of KDWF.   
 

DWF’s purpose is to provide opportunities for spiritual growth, enrichment,         
education and creative ministries to enable women to develop a sense of personal 
responsibility for the whole mission of the church.  Here are 3 ways to do that right 
in our own backyard!  

Mark your calendars!  
The Fifth Annual Gala and Auction to 

benefit Disciples Center                                   

at Camp Tawakoni                                          

November 13  

Silent Auction/Social at 11 a.m.  

                     Dinner 12:30 p.m.  Live Auction Follows 
 

www.kansasdisciples.org 



 

 

 
Dear Do Day Ladies, 
Thank you for remembering 
Fran with the pretty rose.  She 
loved flowers.  We know she 

sure enjoyed being a part of your group.  
Thank you for your faithfulness to the 
Lord in serving Him through this        
ministry.  May the Lord bless you all,      
              Dan & Paula Walter and Family 
 
Thank you Vacation Bible School       
children. I loved the "Seed" notes and 
your special Sunday program.  
                                                Alice Roper 
 
Thanks to Paul and Christy for            
graciously availing the pulpit, to all who 
gave cards recognizing the ordination  
anniversary, to DWF for the beautiful 
reception, and to all of you for your     
participation the day you honored us.  It 
means more to us than we’ll ever be able 
to express.       Gratefully, Ben and Carol 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 
We reach out in Christian sympathy to 
Eula Mae Hedman at the death of her 
nephew, Dan Wilson, of Wamego on       
August 2. 
 
Sympathy also to the family and friends 
of John Dunbar, who died on August 7. 
 
  Father, may those who mourn know the 

comfort of your love.  Amen. 
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Community 
     

ATTENTION ELDERS AND   
FORMER ELDERS!! 

Do you have a copy of 
“Unbinding the       
Gospel”, a study book 
which would have 
been given to Elders in 
2008?  If so, we’d like 
to call in all copies so 
they can be used by 
study groups.     

 
CARD SHOWERS! 
Agnes Chartier , a long time faithful 
member of FCC , celebrates her 103rd 
birthday September 8th.  
Send cards to 5201 W. 
143rd Street, Leawood, KS 
66224 
 
Berris Gregg, who served 
as church secretary at First Christian for 
many years, celebrated her 80th birthday 
August 14. Send your well wishes to 1411 
Pierre, Manhattan, 66502 

 

OFFICE NOTE: Our church          
secretary will be on vacation     

August 23-27. If you have       
business at the church those days, 

please call ahead to make sure 
the office is open. 
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First Christian Church, 5th & Humboldt  church@fccmanhattan.org  785.776.8790 
 
Senior Pastor: Paul J. Allen, IV   paul@fccmanhattan.org   785.323-7540 
Associate Pastor: Christy E. Dew   christy@fccmanhattan.org  785.236.0342 
  
Church Treasurer: Don Foster   treasurer@fccmanhattan.org 785.776.8790 
Custodian: Treasa Wright    church@fccmanhattan.org  785.776.8790 
Financial Secretary:  Sonny Redding   treasurer@fccmanhattan.org 785.776.8790 
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller   marian@fccmanhattan.org  785.776.8790 
Campus Minister: David A. Jones, 1021 Denison dajones@ksu.edu   785.539.4281 


