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STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

Pentecost Sunday is a glorious day to celebrate
the appearance of the Holy Spirit
in the first Christian community
and the presence of the Holy Spirit among us.
Praise be to God for First Christian Church in this world!

May the Lord be with us as we fulfill our purpose
to share the Word of God that is desperately needed
by everyone living.

Parson’s Ponderings….
Increasing Faith
Luke 17:5-10
If we have faith in Jesus we will follow Jesus, obey Jesus, and dutifully
perform work for Jesus. Faith is not so much an intellectual achievement by
believers but rather obedient practice by disciples. We do not have too many
occasions when the disciples ask something of Jesus. In our Gospel, the
disciples plead for an increase in faith. By this point in Luke's Gospel the
disciples have witnessed a number of strange and inexplicable wonders; they
have heard much of Jesus' teaching. Their plea seems to be for the ability to
believe or to know what to make of the events that have come their way in
Jesus.
If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,' and it will obey you. I suggest that Jesus is saying, in effect, "It doesn't take too much faith to
do wondrous things because God can work with those who have even a small amount of faith." The
disciples already have been given enough faith to be faithful. What is considered "impossible" or
"ridiculous" will be possible for them because of the amount of faith that they have been graciously given.
It's rather strange because the parable doesn't seem to answer the demand posed by the disciples. The
parable doesn't seem to relate to "faith." Yet perhaps Jesus is redefining "faith. "Perhaps Jesus here links
"faith" and "duty." Those who faithfully do their duty, without much fuss or fanfare, are those who have
enough faith to do wonders. Of course, what the servants do in the parable isn't that wonderful – they
simply perform menial tasks for the master. But perhaps that's the whole point of that rather exotic word
"faith." Those who have faith in Jesus are simply "unworthy servants who have done our duty."
Marcus Borg speaks about prayer as an act of faith. While he
seems to take a position against "interventionist" prayer
requests, finding them difficult to believe, he does speak of
prayer as a sort of modest act of faith in a good God. To
refuse to pray, simply because he can't explain prayer, would
be an act of "intellectual pride". Two of these kinds of verbal
prayer, petition and intercession, create problems for many
modern Christians. These are prayers in which we ask for
something for ourselves or others or the world. Ironically,
these are also probably the most common forms of prayer.
Petitionary and intercessory prayer feel natural; they
seem like a natural form of caring.
As author Anne
Lamott remarks, the two most common prayers are "Help
me, help me, help me" and "Thank you, thank you,
thank you." The statistical data about the effect of prayers
for healing are very interesting, even though not
conclusive.
We have good reasons to affirm that
"paranormal" healings have happened throughout history and
continue to happen today, many of them involving prayer as a
factor.
For fourteen chapters the disciples have witnessed Jesus in action. He has spoken to them
in parables, sketching for them the nature of the Kingdom of God. But many of his stories have
been confusing and incomprehensible. Jesus has miraculously healed some people, and
has silenced the wind and waves of a stormy sea.
How can things like that happen?
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Parson’s Ponderings….cont.
"Increase our faith!" the disciples blurt forth. I wonder if they have been suppressing this for a long
time. Have they been witnessing Jesus' signs and wonders and have held back on a public admission of
their inner doubts? At last they can hold back no longer; at last they admit their cluelessness.
Have you ever come to the end of one of my sermons, or the end of a scripture reading, and wanted to
blurt out, "Increase my faith!"?
At first Jesus seems to reassure them by telling them that they don't need much faith – faith as small as a
tiny mustard seed will do. That's reassuring to most of us because most of us are not adept practitioners
of faith. Then Jesus tells what at first hearing sounds like a totally unrelated parable about a master and
servants in which, after they have worked in the fields all day, are then expected by the master to serve a
meal. And these servants can only say, "We are unworthy servants who have only done our duty." What
does this have to do with increasing faith? Maybe that's the point. What if "faith" is not something in your
mind or your heart but a matter of the hands? What if having "faith" in Jesus isn't so much a matter of
having figured out Jesus, getting your head straight about him, but rather getting your life straight in light of
him? Maybe in telling this parable in response to the "Increase our faith!" demand of the disciples, Jesus
is telling them that faith is not some exotic intellectual achievement but is rather a matter of humbly, daily,
mundanely attempting to obey Jesus and follow Jesus, doing your bit part for Jesus whether it's in a soup
kitchen for the poor, or gleaning fields for the feeding of the hungry, or, well, you get my point.
In soured marriages when the feeling of love has been lost or in relationships when we have
a hard time forgiving another person, we cannot imagine the day when the relationship might be
mended. Indeed, I recall one marriage that was healed only when I invited the couple to envision that their
union was over. Resurrection only works on the dead, after all, and announcing the death of the marriage
was the very thing that brought it back to life. We live "as if," then experience spiritual insight.
How can clergy possibly maintain our faith amid the great demands of the church? Paradoxically, one of
our major moral resources is the church – the church that has ordained us, called us forth to leadership,
keeps calling us, keeps authorizing us, keeps empowering us to be better than we would have been if we
had been left to our own devices. In expecting us to be truthful, courageous preachers, the church makes
us truthful and courageous. In the church's weekly routine of worship, forcing us to worship a real God
every seven days whether we feel like it or not, the church keeps some of us close to the wellsprings of
the faith even when we have been negligent to avail ourselves of those restorative waters.
Dr. William McConnell, Interim Pastor

Joe & Sarah Crain with their daughter,
Mildred Jo, at her Dedication Service.

Farewell and thank you to our Chancel Choir
Director, Casey Guthals Hageman.
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Coordinating Council
Our Finance Committee continues to be extremely busy, working to establish
best practices and engaging all the working bodies of the church (Ministry
Teams and Committees) to make the budget function effectively to support
our missions and ensure sustainability. The Finance Committee has drafted
policies for a variety of processes, such as general giving, special offerings,
and designated giving. They analyzed a myriad of general ledger accounts,
adjusting as needed. The accounts now have their indicated intended
purposes stated as well as who are the responsible groups for each fund. At
least some of the committee will be working with each Ministry Team to
discuss what tools we have and what we need. This includes brainstorming
on key performance indicators and plans for next year (it isn’t too early to start). Be sure to say thanks to
Tresa Landis, Mickey Bogart, Elaine Hwang, Frank Hwang, Elizabeth Jankord, and Dave Rogers for
working so diligently on the Finance Team.
I am excited to see the results of our first Musical Theatre Praise Camp as they share with us on June 5.
June will be our last full month to have Rev. Dr. Bill McConnell with us. We have been truly blessed to
have been his “guinea pigs”, his first intentional interim ministry. His love for Christ and for this faith
community is obvious. Thank you for being our shepherd during this time of transition, Dr. Bill.

Volunteers are needed!
1) Assemble sack lunches for Second Helping. See Kara Chapman if you as an
individual or part of a group that would like to sign up.
2) Special music for summer worship services is being coordinated by Marilyn
Masterson. Additional volunteers are needed.
3) A variety of people are meeting on Saturdays around 2:00 PM to help with lawn
care, the more the merrier; come when you are able. (Rain - 2pm Sunday)
4) Two additional Sunday morning bus drivers are needed. A CDL is not required.
Contact Fred Landis or Dave Rogers if interested.
5) Please keep looking for other ways to volunteer your time and your talents. We need each one of
you!
Debi Rogers
Chair, Coordinating Council

Potluck Celebration of the Interim Ministry of
Dr. Bill McConnell
After many months of gracious shepherding and behind-the-scenes
labors, our Interim Minister, Rev. Dr. Bill McConnell, will complete his
work among us on Sunday, July 3. We are planning a celebration of his
ministry with us with a potluck on Sunday, June 26.
We are thankful for Dr. McConnell’s calm and steady ministry to the
people of First Christian. He has deftly presided over our worship, and
we have appreciated his Christ-centered messages. Pastor Bill has
encouraged us to care for one another through lay ministry and has
been with us when we have gone through personal difficulties, and
when we have said farewell to beloved members. It could not have
been easy to uproot from Wichita for nearly a year, but Bill made it look
that way. For this and so much more we are immensely grateful. We
wish him our very best in his continued ministry in this world, and we
look forward to his returning in August for the Legacy of John Dinner.
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Discipleship Ministry

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 13-17

Bags will be available at FCC for morning pickup of this detective themed Bible School.
Linda Gallagher, Linda Uthoff and others will be at the church to work with the students
on the projects if they choose.
For working families in the community, detective bags will be available at the playground
area in Manhattan City Park from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm .
All children PreK to 5th grade are invited to participate!
To register go to fccmanhattan.org

Church Camp at Tawakoni
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Stewardship Ministry Team
Thoughts About Stewardship
Check this out…I believe the word “Christian” is used only
three times in the New Testament. As you read your Bible this
month and you find that this is not true, please let me know.
The first mention of the word Christian is in Acts 11:26.
Christian was the name given to the Greeks and Romans who
believed in Christ at Antioch. The meaning of Christian is,
“belonging to the party of.” The groups at Antioch belonged to
the party of Christ and were followers of Christ’s doctrine.
So, being a Christian is really a “position.” Let’s call that
position a steward, a manager of someone’s possessions.
Who has given us our treasures and possessions? Yes, it is
God. And what does God want us to do with our treasures? A
quote by John Wesley provides a reasonable answer….
“Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money
(all above what buys necessities for your families) to feed
the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the stranger, the widow, and the fatherless; and, indeed,
as far as it will go, to relieve the wants of all mankind? How can you, how dare you, defraud the
Lord, by applying it to any other purpose?”
Let us all be good stewards of what God has provided for us.
Rich Gallagher, Stewardship Ministry Team Chair

On May 1st, the Chancel Choir sang a beautiful song, “Simple Truth” with music composed by Dean
Armstead, and lyrics by Ben Duerfeldt. Several folks have requested the lyrics to that piece --

Simple Truth
We sing a simple melody, though simple life is not,
Pursuing our own destiny, pursuing what is what.
Count one, two, three, spell A, B, C, we learn within this frame,
It matters not how smart we are, our thoughts mature the same.
We love to sing our simple tune, but mystery's our lot,
Our song endures complexity, simplicity forgot.
All through our lives we come to know both victory and shame,
Our tears and laughter dance around, as if a lifelong game.
We often seek serenity, it seems prayers come to naught,
The promise of antiquity, it seems that God forgot.
And yet faith trusts in God's good grace, and music must proclaim,
The simplest tune that we can sing is "praise God's holy name."
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
Second Helping
Food donation needs for June are oatmeal packets,
granola bars and individual packets of cookies. The
Collection box can be found in the narthex the
2nd Sunday of each month.

Rising Prices are especially
bad news for struggling families!

Outreach would like to thank the following members
for volunteering to assemble lunch sacks for the
Second Helping ministry for this summer!
May - Faith Sisters
June - Heather Thomas
July 31st - Volunteer Needed!
August - Woodmansee family

FCC volunteers help one Sunday a month with this ministry. You may pack the bags at home and then
drop them off at the First Congregational Church between 4-4:30. The sack lunch bags are shared with
those coming in for the hot meal served each Sunday evenings at their church. Please call or email
Kara Chapman and she will reach out with some available dates—karachap@gmail.com or home
phone: 785.320.7171

Breadbasket Sunday June 12
Please bring all you are able of non perishable food items, especially canned meats like chicken, Spam,
and protein such as boxed or jar cheese. All donations are appreciated. This mission becomes
increasingly more crucial with the rising cost of groceries. Families on a tight budget simply can’t handle
it? That is where Breadbasket steps in—that is where we step in!

The Legacy Of John Dinner


Make your reservation TODAY for the Legacy
of John Dinner, Saturday evening, August
20. Dave Rogers is coordinating for the meal
preparation and the entertainment will be the Charades Barbershop Quartet and Ken Garwick,
Magician!
 Tickets are $150
 Proceeds from this worthy endeavor go to the Kansas Christian Home to aid in providing the best
care possible for their senior residents.
 First Christian is grateful to host this dinner.
 Additional volunteers are needed for set-up, serving, and clean-up.
Former long-time FCC members, Floyd and Phyllis Price are current residents. (Floyd
is featured in the June edition of the KCH Community Life Newsletter. A copy is
posted on the bulletin board.)
.

Include the Legacy of John Dinner in your August plans!
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FCC Happenings
Music Theatre Praise Camp
The new Musical Theatre Praise Camp has been a big success, with 17 students participating. They are
calling themselves FCC's HOLY FIRE CHOIR. Come enjoy their Pentecost Performance June 5 at the
10:30 am worship service. Show your support by wearing RED and meeting them and their families!
Linda Uthoff and Allyson VanMeter are directing the camp. Snacks have been generously provided by
DWF members, with special assistance from Linda Gallagher, Pam Russell and Pamela Crawford.

Mark and Kathy Maxwell with the Crain
family (daughter Sarah, son-in-law Joe and
granddaughter, Mildred Jo) at Millie’s Baby
Dedication. So much love here!
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Scouting
Cub Scout Pack 76
Pack 76 Fun Night was enjoyed May
19th. There were bounce houses, giant
bubbles, duck pond, corn hole, a
legendary cake walk, grilled hotdogs
and more!

.
Games!

Cake Walk

Bounce House
Delight

Raffle winners:
Tristan with mess kit
for camping and
William with blue
sleeping bag

Four Bluebird babies born in one of our
Cub Scout Bluebird houses.
Photographed by Robert Russell on May 4
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From Cradles to Crayons
This month at From Cradles to Crayons we celebrated the mothers at our center with our inaugural
“Muffins with Mom”! Moms came in to have muffins with their children before they headed into the
busyness of their days. A number of local businesses donated items to a basket to pamper one lucky
mother - Mrs. Morgan Potter. Her son is in our 2-year-old classroom. We have spent time outside on the
the nicer days, taking walks and exploring the beautiful hills behind our building.
May is Child Care Provider Appreciation month. Three of our staff were recognized for their contribution
to the early childhood field in Manhattan. Chan’Tal Underwood, Kassidy Reddington and Rhianna Nelson
were honored at the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce and Childcare task force annual provider
appreciation event.

Chan’Tal Underwood, Rhieanna Nelson, Kassidy Reddington
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All About Us

Dear FFC
I would like to say thank you to Pastor McConnell
for all the visits he made while I was in the
hospital and rehabilitation. I would also like to
thank everyone at FCC for all the flowers, prayers
and cards I have received. They were definitely
uplifting!. God is great and does answer prayers!
- Barb Sloan
I have loved my time here with you all so much,
and I will truly cherish each and every one of you.
I hope you all will keep me in your prayers as I
start my new journey and leap into this next
adventure!
- Michael Martin

A Church Angel
What a heartwarming
thing to see—an FCC
member noticed one
of the mats at the
administration
entrance was curling
up, ready to cause a
tripping accident. Seeing the need, this church
angel bought, delivered, and laid out a new
safe mat. Generosity and thoughtfulness like
this abound at FCC!

June 1

Betty Slemen

June 4

Carolyn White

June 7

Elizabeth Jankord
Pam Russell
Noel Sylvester

June 8

Cheyanne Bryant
JT VanGilder

June 10

Richard Gallagher

June 13

Connie Sink

June 14

Linda Gallagher

June 15

Linda Uthoff

June 16

Grant Chapman

June 17

Ben Duerfeldt

June 19

Matilee Hodges
Maycee Hodges

June 20

Archer Trego

June 21

David Woodmansee

June 25

Laura Allen

June 29

Eric King

2022 Kansas Regional Assembly
Saturday, August 6
Disciples Center at Tawakoni
“Adaptive Change in a changed world”

Our Sympathy

Election of Officers

Our deepest sympathy to John
Trussell and all his family at the
death of his brother, Terry, on
May 20th in Huntington Beach,
CA.

Approve amended
Constitution

Father, grant peace to those we
love but see no longer. Amen

Meet the new CoRegional Minister

Educational
workshops
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First Christian Church

3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Interim Minister: Dr. William McConnell
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Rhianna Nelson
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Custodian: Lori Teel
Property Co-Chairs: Fred Landis
John Trussell
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Debi Rogers
Vice-Chair: Grant Chapman
Secretary: Ruby Brower
Trustee Chair: Bill McReynolds
Elder Chair: Mark Maxwell
Deacon Chair: Steve Jankord
Ministry Team Chairs:
Discipleship: Linda Uthoff
Fellowship Co-chairs: Marilyn Masterson
Kathy Maxwell
Local & Global Outreach: Ann Foster
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
Worship & Spiritual Life: Pam Russell
TRUTH Youth Sponsor:
Bill McReynolds

bill@fccmanhattan.org
ashley@fccmanhattan.org
director@fccmanhattan.org
marian@fccmanhattan.org
kstedybear@yahoo.com
felandis57@gmail.com
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
derogers@ksu.edu
theglobalchapman@gmail.com
rkb0620@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net
maxwellmark@sbcglobal.net
sjankord10@gmail.com
lindau3@yahoo.com
mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com
katmax324@gmail.com
ann.foster82@yahoo.com
rrgllghr@ksu.edu
prussell5656@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net

By making a gift to the 2022 Pentecost Offering you can ensure that the new church
movement continues to prosper in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),
to support local new church development, and train, equip, assist,
and
multiply
new
church
leaders
through
coaching
programs.
Planning, nurturing, and sustaining new places of worship is part of the Disciples’ vision.
Participation in this Special Day Offering helps this vision come to life.

Please give generously on June 5th

