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Our Identity
We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world. As part of the one body of Christ,
we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.

Our Vision
STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates
true community, deep Christian spirituality
and a passion for justice. – Micah 6:8

Our Mission
To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ,
witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps
“to the ends of the earth.”– Acts 1:8

We are Disciples of Christ!

Parson’s Ponderings….
Letting go of the past is not always easy. It doesn’t matter if it was about
a relationship that went bad or a series of mistakes that we made in
life. Starting over happens more than most of us realize. When my wife died,
it was a new beginning for me and my children. You don’t know how many
times my teenage children said, “Mom wouldn’t have made us do that.” But
Mom isn’t here now.
Moving on and putting the past behind us is important. It is not about
counting how many mistakes we have made or the other person. It is about
getting the best out of life. I know people who have held onto grudges their
entire life. What value is in holding a grudge? Life is way too short.

1. Recognize regardless of how painful it may be, it is time to move on.
2. Believe in yourself and know you can do better.
3. Stick with your Christian morals and values.
4. Forgive others and forgive yourself.
5. Anger and resentment have to go.
6. Accept that you have done your best and that the past is over.
7. Ask God for the power and ability to move on.
In the Gospels we have the story of the person who is trying to share his faith in the city. However no one
wants to listen. The person was to go to the edge of the city and shake the dust off their shoes. Nothing
has changed in the city or the people in the city. What has changed is the person trying to share the good
news.

We may never change the other person, but we can change. We have enough baggage in life without
carrying more. Let the past be the past and move on.
Dr. Bill McConnell, Interim Minister

Welcome New Members!
Ella Umphrey moved to Meadowlark from Salina a little over two years ago
to be closer to her daughter and son-in-law, Elizabeth and Steve Jankord,
and her grandchildren. Although she attended First Christian (as COVID
restrictions allowed), she was hesitant to change her membership from
Belmont Blvd. Christian Church in Salina, as she and her husband, Cork, were
one of the twelve charter members who bravely launched out from First
Christian in Salina to start the new baby church. She recently attended the
60th anniversary of Belmont as one of two remaining original members.
However, after listening to the Cantata on Palm Sunday, she was moved to
change her membership to join us, saying, "I have a little sign on my
refrigerator that reads 'Bloom Where You Are Planted' and although it's hard to
leave my church home in Salina, I feel I have blossomed in the warmth of the
love extended by the church family here at First Christian."
John and Bonnie Devore have transferred their membership from
University Christian to FCC. Many of us remembers the Devore family
who were active in our congregation some years ago, and we are just
delighted to have them back! Currently, while dealing with a health issue,
they are watching our service online. John is a KSU Professor Emeritus
in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering and Bonnie is
a retired USD 383 teacher. So many lives have been influenced by them!

Welcome Ella, John and Bonnie!
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Coordinating Council
Sunday, May 1, 2022
A brief congregational meeting will be
held immediately following the service
with two agenda items:
1) Update from the Senior Minister
Search Committee,
2) Answer any questions about the
proposed vision for remodeling the
lower level.

I want to thank everyone involved with our expressive Easter services. Maundy Thursday was somber,
causing us to contemplate the reality of what Jesus would be facing in the next few days. Good Friday
was a day of quiet reflection in our individual lives. Easter sunrise was uplifting, even without a stunning,
bright sunrise. The “regular” service was also beautiful and meaningful. It was wonderful to see so many
participants, some new and some whom we haven’t seen in our sanctuary in quite some time.
And I don’t want to forget the delightful “brunch” – well attended, and fantastic food contributed by so
many loving hands.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find interesting information regarding Financial Peace University, a
new coffee group opportunity, and new summer activities, among other articles. Behind the scenes there
are more happenings. The Elders are returning to weekly communion visits to those who cannot regularly
attend worship service (so if you know of anyone who should be on the list and isn’t being visited, please
let us know). Our finance committee and the Trustees are working to implement several new policies.
The by-laws task force continues working on revisions (the last revision was 2009). Several Ministry
Teams and other committees are also working to develop or clarify procedures, or SOPs. Thank you to
each one involved in this boring yet important work of the church.
Debi Rogers
Chair, Coordinating Council

For making GrowGreen Match Day
a SUCCESS for
From Cradles to Crayons!!
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Discipleship Ministry
Thank to Ron and Heather Thomas for leading a new Sunday school class for young adults and Randy
and Sherry Massy for assisting!
A MUSICAL praise Camp for area 6th -12th graders will be offered
Tuesday - Friday, May 24 - June 4, at FCC, 6:30-8:30 pm. Their rehearsals
will culminate in a performance as part of the FCC worship service on
Sunday, June 5. Students will be singing, dancing and acting. Contact Linda
Uthoff at lindau3@yahoo.com if you’d like more details!

The Discipleship Ministry team is looking for ministry team partners for
summer classes, ‘get to know you better’ activities, teaching a hobby, after
service barbecues , and other ideas. Let me know if you would like to help!
775-341-1324.
Linda Uthoff, Discipleship Ministry Chair

FCC Youth at
Church Camp at Tawakoni
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Stewardship Ministry Team
Thoughts About Stewardship
As a follow-up to the April Newsletter article “Thoughts about Stewardship” I present the question, “Are we
committed?” Going on the offense and playing off of the many definitions of “commitment” we find the
following: agreement or pledge to do something; pledge or promise; an obligation; binding yourself
(intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually) to a course of
action; or dedicated and faithful to a cause or activity. Certainly
these concepts of commitment resonate with FCC’s Mission
Statement. We are committed to embracing inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice as we reach in to one another, reach up to
God, and reach out to the world with the love of Jesus Christ.
In addition to the on-going commitments of giving one’s
monetary treasures to support the church’s annual budget,
commitments to long-term giving, and commitments to reducing
financial debt, it is important to be good stewards of our time
and talents. Seek ways to be involved with our worship and
educational programs, generate expansions of our outreach activities with social/fellowship experiences,
and get involved with facility renovations and upgrades that will enhance our abilities to reach out to
our neighbors with programs worthy of God’s blessings. A place to start….be committed as an active
member of a ministry team.
So, I ask the question again: “Are we committed?” I pray that your answer is a resounding, YES!!
Rich Gallagher, Stewardship Ministry Team Chair

Congratulations to our Graduates
Grace Duffey - degree is a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities with a minor in
French. She will be interning at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni this
summer and is thinking through her next plan, most likely moving to Florida.
Grace always loves time at Camp Tawakoni and is especially grateful to be
there this summer for this time of contemplation.

Michael Martin - degree is a Master of Music Performance in Choral

Conducting. After graduation Michael is moving to New Orleans where he
will partner with St. Mark’s UMC to create a music non-profit. The goal is to
serve those experiencing homelessness and underrepresented communities through music.

Caroline Hwang - Receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise Science from the University of

Kansas at the conclusion of the summer term. She will be returning home in mid-May after studying
abroad this past year. Her future plans are not definite, but she is interested in the field of medicine.

Grace Gallagher - Receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from Baker University. She will
be working at Kansas City’s Research Medical Center Emergency Room as a Registered Nurse.

Richard (Ricky) Gutierrez - Receiving a Master of Science degree in Elementary Education from
Kansas State University. He will continue pursuing a Master of Science degree in Special Education
while teaching in the Turner School district in Kansas City, Kansas.

Graduates will be recognized during worship Sunday, May 1
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
Flint Hills Breadbasket - Second Helping
Reach out in Love on May 8!
Second Helping food donation needs for May are: peanut butter cracker
packets, granola/breakfast bars and individual packet of cookies. The collection
takes place the 2nd Sunday of each month and the box can be found in the
narthex.
Outreach would like to thank the following members for volunteering to assemble
lunch sacks for the Second Helping ministry!
January - Ken & Cindy Garwick
February - Larson Group
March - Kara Chapman
April - Kathy Huntzinger
May - Faith Sisters
June - Heather Thomas
FCC volunteers help one Sunday a month with this ministry. You may pack the bags at home
and then drop them off at the First Congregational Church between 4-4:30. They distribute the sack
lunch bags to those coming in for a hot meal served on Sunday evenings at their church. If you
would like to volunteer please call or email Kara Chapman and she will reach out with some available
dates. karachap@gmail.com or home phone: 785.320.7171.

Sign Up For The Legacy Of John Dinner
August 20
For a donation of $150 to the Legacy of John Fund at
Kansas Christian Home, a fund which helps Medicaid
dependent residents, you will get an absolutely fabulous
meal, prepared by Dave Rogers, and an absolutely
fabulous night of fellowship with entertainment by the
Charades Quartet and Ken Garwick, magician,
and—
you will be helping yourself by helping others.
Sign up now for your dinner reservation in the narthex or in
the church office, and also sign up to help with all that goes
on to serve a meal to 120 guests!
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fellowship at fcc
Larson Group took a bus trip to Concordia in April for
lunch and to tour local historical places. Fred Landis
was their driver. It was a great day!

FCC was represented at
the Spirit Fest gatherings
in Salina and Emporia.
Danielle Trego and Tanya

Farewell to Ken & Cindy Garwick
on their last Sunday, April 24. Dr.
McConnell pointed our they have
been church pillars at FCC and
they will be church pillars now in
Kansas City. Garwicks - go with
God, and with our love.

Ashley VanGilder, her mother, and
mother-in-law were joined by many church
friends at the First Christian shower in April
for baby Peter.

2nd Annual
Kite Flying Fun
as well as Kite
Watching Fun.
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Fellowship Groups

Our inaugural Financial Peace University class wrapped up on April 20th. Over the last 9
weeks, participants learned how to manage finances using Baby Steps 1 – 7. Lessons focused
on budgeting, saving for emergencies, eliminating debt, investing practices, purchasing
insurance and real estate, and giving generously.
Remember that FPU is available to the entire FCC congregation throughout the year.
Click on this link
https://www.ramseysolutions.com/ramseyplus/hosts/firstchristianKS?pc=16422157
or scan the QR code to set up an account and start learning God’s ways of handling
money!
Our next in-person class will be held in the fall. Watch for details in the summer
newsletters and Never Worry About Money Again!

Coffee Group Formed
A new coffee fellowship group has begun! It meets
at Brothers Coffee Company, 1437 Anderson,
(where Christian Book & Gifts was located) 2:30
p.m. Thursday afternoons.
This is a nice facility, a welcoming place which will
be comfortable for engaging in conversation.
Hope to see you there!
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Developing Future Leaders
Cub Scout Pack 76

Cool cars, right!?
All 17 Cub Scouts in Pack 76 participated in the qualifying Pinewood Derby races at the
Ogden Community Center. The top two in each Den level go on to compete in the
District-wide finals on May7 at the Midwest Dream Car Collection in Manhattan.
Congratulations Cubs!

“Doc” Garry Brower Rodeo Scholarship
Ruby Brower was honored to recognize Lucy England of Stillwell, KS, as the 2022 winner of the $1,000
"Doc" Garry Brower Rodeo Scholarship at the Fort Hays State University Rodeo on April 16. Alumni and
former students were instrumental in establishing this endowed scholarship to show their love and
respect for Garry and recognize his many contributions to FHSU, the students, and the rodeo program.
Garry was honored and incredibly humbled by this recognition before his retirement and proudly
presented the first scholarship in 2012.
Scholarship eligibility includes junior or senior full-time student member of the Fort Hays Rodeo Club or
team and demonstrates
diligence and hard work
while maintaining a good
grade average. In addition,
the applicant must submit
an essay about what rodeo,
especially FHSU rodeo,
means to them, why they
are involved and how the
scholarship will impact their
future
A committee of rodeo
alumni and the Brower
family select the winner of
the
scholarship
each
year.
Since
Garry’s
passing, Ruby has proudly
Pictured: Lucy England, with Ruby, granddaughter Jenna Brower,
presented the award at the
2022 rodeo queen, club president, and FHSU Rodeo Alumni
FHSU rodeo each spring.
instrumental in creating the scholarship.
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From Cradles to Crayons
This month at From Cradles to Crayons we celebrated Week of the Young Child. Each classroom had
focus activities following the daily themes set by National Association of Education for Young Children
and their event committee. Week of the Young Child is an opportunity to celebrate early childhood
education and those that contribute to the growth, development, and well-being of children in quality
early childhood settings.
April has also been a month of transition for our center as our new Director familiarized herself with our
center and staff. We have also said good-bye to Miss Abbie from the infant room as she begins her
journey as an Engineer and finishes planning her upcoming wedding. We said hello to some new staff in
our infant and preschool rooms. Miss Emma started in with the Inventors this month as Ms. Kim will be
leaving to move to Florida with her family. Ms. Crystal will be joining us this month in the Infant room.
Both teachers have experience working with children in licensed settings. At the end of the month we will
also say a good-bye to the Bender family, as they move to a new town. Both of the children’s classrooms
plan to have a going away party to celebrate their time here at From Cradles to Crayons!
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All About Us

Dear FFC,
I would like to say thank you to Pastor McConnell
for all the visits that he made while I was in the
hospital and rehabilitation! I would also like to
thank everyone at FCC for all the flowers, prayers
and cards I have received. They were definitely
uplifting! God is great and does answer prayers!
- Barb Sloan
I have loved my time here with you all so much,
and I will truly cherish each and every one of you.
I hope you all will keep me in your prayers as I
start my new journey and leap into this next
adventure!
- Michael Martin

May 1
May 5
May 17
May 20
May 22
May 24
May 27

Christian Haig
Devereux Brazill
Rose Carter
Robert Russell
Alicia Chaline
Marlee Hodges
Larry Sloan
Earl Dreher
Tristan Teel
Jane Wassom

Our Sympathy
Congratulations!
Peter James VanGilder
was born on April 16.
Congratulations to JT
and Ashley, and to big
brothers,
Reiley
and
Joseph.
Welcome, Peter!

Our sympathy to Laura Allen and
family at the death of her sister-inlaw, on April 22.
Deepest sympathy to Paula
Hardin and her family at the death
of her son-in-law, Mike Simons,
on April 23.
Father, grant peace to those we love.

it bears repeating!
food collection is
sunday, may 8
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First Christian Church

3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Interim Minister: Dr. William McConnell
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Rhianna Nelson
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Custodian: Lori Teel
Property Co-Chairs: Fred Landis
John Trussell
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Debi Rogers
Vice-Chair: Grant Chapman
Secretary: Ruby Brower
Trustee Chair: Bill McReynolds
Elder Chair: Mark Maxwell
Deacon Chair: Steve Jankord
Ministry Team Chairs:
Discipleship: Linda Uthoff
Fellowship Co-chairs: Marilyn Masterson
Kathy Maxwell
Local & Global Outreach: Ann Foster
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
Worship & Spiritual Life: Pam Russell
TRUTH Youth Sponsor:
Bill McReynolds

bill@fccmanhattan.org
ashley@fccmanhattan.org
director@fccmanhattan.org
marian@fccmanhattan.org
kstedybear@yahoo.com
felandis57@gmail.com
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
derogers@ksu.edu
theglobalchapman@gmail.com
rkb0620@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net
maxwellmark@sbcglobal.net
sjankord10@gmail.com
lindau3@yahoo.com
mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com
katmax324@gmail.com
ann.foster82@yahoo.com
rrgllghr@ksu.edu
prussell5656@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net

When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s
why the CWS Blankets program was created—to give a kind, loving and tangible response to
someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone.
Through the generosity of CWS partner organizations, congregations and individual
supporters, our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel safe and
keep warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters.
When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way.

BLANKET SUNDAY IS MAY 1 AT FIRST CHRISTIAN

