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STATEMENT OF 
MISSION 

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) is 
called to witness to all 
humankind with a 
spiritual vitality that 
embraces inclusiveness 
and  Christ-like justice.   
Therefore, we seek to 
be a community that 
reaches in to one 
another, reaches up to 
God, and reaches out 
to the world with the 
love of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST  2019 

 

On Sunday, August 18th 

come celebrate the new church home                                    

in Grand Mere! 
 

9:00 a.m.  Fellowship with Continental Breakfast  

10:30 a.m.  Worship  

11:45 a.m.  Dedication & Ribbon Cutting  
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This morning I refused to turn on the TV to watch the news or 
scroll through my Facebook feed. I went to bed the night before 
feeling upset and depressed about the current climate of political 
talking points and seeing friends and family on social media                    
demonize one another over their differences. If I am being honest, 
I kind of just want to hide out for the next 2 years until the next 
election is over. If things are already at a fever pitch at this point, I 
don’t want to think about what it will be like closer to November 
2020.  
 

While hiding out and trying to ignore everything seems like the 
path of least resistance, I am reminded of Jesus’ words in                  
Matthew. He told his disciples, “14You are the light of the world. A 
town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” Shining light in the darkness im-
plies confronting the darkness. Instead of hiding under a bowl, the 
light is supposed to be lifted up in order to give light to everyone. 
 

Last week when I was away at Tawakoni for Omega Camp, a storm rolled through Manhattan. A local   
photographer took a picture of the storm as it was coming over the hill above our building in Grand Mere. It 
is a beautiful picture, and at the same time it is ominous! But there, on the horizon, below the swirling,      
raging clouds, is a place where many of us find sanctuary. Our gathering space is a place where we gath-
er in unity under the banner of Christ’s love. Unity doesn’t mean conformity. We come together with               
differences of opinion on all kinds of issues, but Christ’s love compels us to make space for our                   
differences, not be threatened by them. If we are willing, we can learn something from those with whom 
we don’t see eye to eye. The Apostle James exhorts us to “19be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”  
 

When I return from General Assembly, I will speak about the last part of our tagline: “Celebrating                      
Community”. The best communities are places where all people can participate, contribute, and feel at 
home, regardless of their race, gender, sexual orientation, physical abilities,  political affiliation, religion, 
economic status or level of education. We have a responsibility as a faith community to make the                
Manhattan community the best that it can be by modeling this kind of community inside and outside of our 
sanctuary.  

Shine the Light, 
 

FROM BEN………  
 

 

 

 



 

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”   – John 15:1-5 

 

Disciples from across the United States and Canada gathered in Des Moines, Iowa, for the 2019 General 
Assembly of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, 
July 20-24.   Participating in the five days of worship, 
study and business from FCC-Manhattan were Linda 
and Richard Gallagher, Rebekah Hitzfeld, JT 
VanGilder, and delegates Pastor Ben Hitzfeld, Ruby 
Brower and Ashley VanGilder.  
 
Acknowledging that the meeting was being held on 
land once the home of indigenous people, drummers 
from the Tongan community, regional ministers, 
global mission partners, and more formed a colorful 
procession through the Wells Fargo Arena to open 
the General Assembly with joy and celebration.  The 
business meetings included numerous reports on 
various ministry activities including the exciting news that we have planted 1,000+ faith communities with a 
survival rate of 60% since the initial 2020 Vision in 2010.  We celebrated the creation of a new region – Northern 
Lights – composed of churches in Alaska, Montana, Northern Idaho, and Washington.  Several of the key 
resolutions adopted by the delegates related to 1) providing for basic needs of others is a virtue consistent with 
Disciples tradition, 2) the declining number of refugee resettlement arrivals in the US, 3) learning about 
transgender issues, 4) supporting the impartially of those who provide basic human needs, 5) a full communion 
relationship with the United Church of Canada, and 6) dates and locations of future GA assemblies;  2021 – 
Louisville, KY and 2023 – Memphis, TN. 
 
The worship services focused on the Gospel of John, chapter 15, verses 1-5. The services included powerful 
preaching, uplifting music, and sharing the Lord’s Supper. General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa “Terri” 
Hord Owens shared the message at the first service, and Rev. Dr. William J Barber II, pastor Greenleaf 
Christian Church, Goldsboro, NC, and co-leader of the Poor Peoples Campaign:  A National Call for More 
Revival was the featured speaker for the final worship service.  Each service was a moving and enriching 
experience and the music was amazing. I would strongly encourage you to take some time and view the 
services on the website:  disciples.ga.org.  You too will be moved by the music and messages presented. 
 
The 50th Anniversary of the Design, our governing document, was celebrated during the Tuesday evening’s 
worship.  A video, produced by the Disciples of Christ Historical Society helped today’s Disciples understand 
what a groundbreaking event occurred with the “Merger Agreement” between the National Christian Missionary 
Society and the International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) forming the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ and Nation Convocation.  All those in attendance repeated in unison the Preamble to 
the “Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).”    
 
Participation in this assembly was an inspirational experience, messages were uplifting, educational 
opportunities outstanding, and the music phenomenal.  FCC participants came away stimulated with new ideas, 
and a spiritual renewal.   

 

Ruby K Brower 
Coordinating Council Chair 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
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 THE DESIGN OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DOC)  
                               PREAMBLE 
    As members of the Christian Church, 

    We confess that Jesus is the Christ, 
    the Son of the living God, 
    and proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world. 
   In Christ's name and by his grace 
    we accept our mission of witness 
    and service to all people. 
   We rejoice in God, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and in God’s covenant of love 
    which binds us to God and to one another. 
   Through baptism into Christ 
    we enter into newness of life 
    and are made one with the whole people of God. 
   In the communion of the Holy Spirit 
    we are joined together in discipleship 
    and in obedience to Christ. 
   At the Table of the Lord 
    we celebrate with thanksgiving 
    the saving acts and presence of Christ. 
   Within the universal church 
    we receive the gift of ministry 
    and the light of scripture. 
   In the bonds of Christian faith 
    we yield ourselves to God 
    that we may serve the One 
    whose kingdom has no end. 
   Blessing, glory, and honor 
    be to God forever. Amen. 

FCC members attending General  Assembly: JT & Ashley 
VanGilder, Ruby Brower, Linda & Richard Gallagher, 
Bekah and Ben Hitzfeld  

FCC delegates Ben Hitzfeld, Ruby Brower 
and Ashley VanGilder attend GA business  
meeting. 



 

 

JOIN MONDAY MORNING BOOK STUDY 
 

Fall Book Study, for both men and women,  begins September 9 (Monday). The 
book study is open to all who enjoy reading and discussing themes and issues of 
the book.  Invite your friends as well. We will meet in the Conference Room at 
10:30 a.m. each Monday.    
 
Our book this fall will be Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens.  It has been 
#1 on the New York Times Bestseller list for 15 weeks this year.  The New York 
Times Book Review describes it as “painfully beautiful…At once a murder 
mystery, a coming-of-age narrative and a celebration of nature.”  Where the 
Crawdads Sing (a 2018 novel) describes the life and adventures of a young girl 
named Kya (the Marsh Girl)  in the swamps of North Carolina. From People 
Magazine:  Steeped in the rhythms and shadows of the coastal marshes of North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks, this fierce and hauntingly beautiful novel centers on …
Kya’s heartbreaking story of learning to trust human connections, intertwined with 
a gripping murder mystery, revealing savage truths.  
 
We will use the discussion questions for the book which are available at 
Litlovers.com    Facilitator of the book study is Mickey Bogart; contact her for additional information/questions. 
(mickeybogart@gmail.com) 

 

     

 

OUR TRUTH YOUTH GROUP LOVES AND SERVES THE LORD! 
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When the lawn at 115 Courthouse                  
Plaza needs mowing our TRUTH 
Youth have stepped up to take 
care of that. We thank them! 

TRUTH Youth Group needs your loose 
change!  There’s a jar in the narthex every 
Sunday for you to deposit your change.  It is 
amazing how that adds up!  The youth plan 
to  use the money for two projects: buy a 
Conex container for the FIT Closet to help 
them with storage, and make a donation to 
assist Charity Water to  help built a water 
well.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel


 

 

Disciples Connect & 
Equip  

Kansas Regional     
Gathering  

 
 
 

Join us as we combine our new vision "Together, we connect and equip," at our Kansas    
Leadership Center training in our 2019 regional gathering 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, August 
10, at Tawakoni.  

 
In the closing worship we will recognize Regional Minister Renee Bridwell, 
retiring at the end of the year, and Disciple Women Coordinator Barb 
Runge, retiring November 1. We’ll be thanking then for all they have done 
in our Region and wishing them our very best in their new endeavors! 
 
In addition to worship, workshops, and fellowship, there will be fun and 
renewal. Special programs for children kindergarten through grade 5 and 
youth activities for grades 6-12 are also planned. Child care will be          

available for children 5 years and younger.  
 
Pre-order a regional t-shirt for $10 and pick up at the event. Price increases to $15 at #DCE 
and not all sizes would be guaranteed. Design preview available in July. Register and pay 
online at www.kansasdisciples.org or download a registration form and mail with payment to 
theTopeka Regional Office.  

KANSAS REGIONAL NEWS 
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UPCOMING RETREAT! 

The 2019 KDW Women’s Retreat is getting closer every day! 
Join us on October 2- 4 or October 4-6 as we once again      

gather at Camp Tawakoni to celebrate Faith That Overflows! 

NEW: Kirby Gould, Vice President for the North Central Zone 
of the Christian Church Foundation, will keynote the event. 
She serves the regions of Kansas, Greater Kansas City, Mid                      
America, and Upper Midwest, assisting Disciples churches 
with endowments, permanent funds, investments, planned 
gifts, and bequests. 

 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org


 

 

A few weeks ago we finally reached the point where the Building Committee disbanded its regular meeting 
schedule. This does not mean that Building Committee “activities” have ceased.  Numerous details and  
decisions continue to be made, and will continue to be addressed as we settle into our new home and seek 
ways to have our church building be an enhancement to the Grand Mere community and the greater                
Manhattan area.  
 

We have been confronted with interesting challenges related to space/storage issues and the problems  
created by the unusual wind and rain storms that we have experience this summer. Throughout the                     
building, shelves have been purchased….numerous shelves have been built….and with optimal usage of 
space we are finding homes for most of the items that have moved with us from the downtown church.               
I want to thank each member of the Building Committee plus many others for the hours of work that has 
brought us to this point. I will repeat a phrase from an earlier communication, “This has been a move that 
many of us will never experience or desire to experience again!). 
 

The Educational Wing (four classrooms, nursery, kitchenette, laundry/adult restroom) is almost ready for 
our Day Care offering. This area and the 
adjoining fenced playground with               
play-scape equipment and a large                
awning over two small enclosed sand 
areas will soon be filled with activity 
each day of the week. We are in the final 
design stages/selection of an approved 
outdoor storage unit for playground 
equipment.     
  

Landscaping (trees, shrubs, and sod) 
including seeding of the areas disturbed 
by site work, was completed a couple of 
weeks ago but we continue to deal with 
construction issues related to site               
drainage along Grand Mere Parkway, 
the parking lot, and other areas. Many 
sections of sidewalk have been replaced 
due to cracks that  have  occurred.      
Also, the concrete pads in front of the                        
Education wing doors have been                   
replaced with special attention focused 
on eliminating water coming under the 
doors caused by wind and rain. 
 

Blinds are purchased and will be               
installed on the windows in the                      
Administration Wing offices, conference room, and the large window behind the chancel in the sanctuary. 
The four stained glass windows that were moved from fellowship hall in the downtown church are now 
hanging in the south window of Fellowship Hall providing historical memories for all to enjoy.    
 

We continue to become more educated about all of the infrastructure and controls throughout the building, 
from security, A/V equipment, lighting, and HVAC controls, even to the site’s sectional irrigation controls. 
The members of the Building Committee welcome your comments/suggestions. We realize that optimal  
usage of space impacts many ministry teams, staff members, scouts, youth, etc. Also, as we offer our 
church as a welcoming and versatile facility to the Grand Mere community, communication and coordination 
will be very important. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Richard R. Gallagher, Chair of FCC Building Committee  
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

    

July 10, 2019: From left to right: Playground, Education/
Administration Wing, Front entrance, Fellowship Hall on the 
right, with Sanctuary in the background. Grasses and flowers 
on the hillside behind the parking lot. 

 



 

 

CUB SCOUT FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
  

.  
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Our Cubs and their families 
had such a great time at 
their recent Family Fun 
Night! Lots of food, lots of 
games, and they all want to 
do this again soon! 



 

 

THANK YOU 
 

“The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein and “Horton 
Hears a Who!” by Dr. Seuss have been donated to 
our church library.  You can check them out from 
the library shelves in the Conference Room.  We 
are grateful for these additions!   

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 

 

OUR SYMPATHY 

We reach out in Christian sympathy to Linda & John 
Uthoff and their family at the death of Linda’s 
brother, Leonard Koci, on July 28.  

 

 

 

A WAY TO HELP                                        

ECUMENICAL CAMPUS MINISTRY 
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 August 2 Ashley VanGilder 

 August 3 Mike Thomason 

 August 4 Alice Trussell 

 August 6 Janice Krienitz 

 August 9 Adi Honeycutt 

 August 13 Tim Berggren 

 August 14 Virginia Wesley 

 August 16 Donna McCallum 

 August  27 Michael Masterson 

 August 29 Steve Jankord   

 
FREE MONEY! 

 
FROM APRIL 1 TO JUNE 3, WE EARNED 

$123 FOR OUR CAMPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS FUND FROM 
DILLIONS                  COMMUNITY REWARDS PRO-

GRAM—ALL DUE TO ALL OF US WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 
PLUS CARD TO FCC. 

 
WHEN YOU PURCHASE HYVEE GIFT CARDS AT FIRST 

CHRISTIAN, FCC GETS 6% OF WHAT YOU SPEND. 

Ron McNatt holding his 
new grandson!  Aiden 
Oliver Real was born on 
July 15 in Georgia. 

WHEN YOU ORDER FROM AMAZON, 5% OF THAT 
ORDER CAN BE CREDITED TO ECM THROUGH THE 

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM.     GO TO 
SMILE.AMAZON.COM AND SIGN UP FOR EMC.  IT IS 

SIMPLE PROCEDURE! 

 
  

NEXT FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY IS 
AUGUST 4TH 

 

94 POUNDS WERE COLLECTED IN JULY! 
 

THANK YOU FIRST CHRISTIAN!! 



 

 

 

 

First Christian Church, 3001 Grand Mere Parkway  church@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790 
Senior Minister  Ben Hitzfeld                                                 ben@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790  
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Campus Minister:  Rev. Christian Watkins, 904 Sunset revwatkins@ksu.edu.                                  785.539.4281  
Treasurer:  Patty Duffy treasurer@fccmanhattan.org   785.665.8790 
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Custodian:  Lori Teel kstedybear@yahoo.com   785.776.8790 
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DISCIPLE MEN’S RETREAT 

Kansas Men of all ages are invited to a weekend 
filled with fun, fellowship, and learning at                                 
Tawakoni.  The weekend starts with KDM Fall                  
Retreat, Sept. 27-28, led by Director of Disciples 
Men’s ministries of the General Church, Greg                            

Alexander.   He developed men’s ministry resources and worked with ecumenical men’s leaders 
both nationally and internationally. He will give four presentations on “What it Means to be a Man 
Today.” 

The retreat will begin at 5 p.m. on Friday and conclude shortly after dinner on Saturday.                                              
A pre-event work project is planned for Friday afternoon, and a Friday afternoon golf outing is on 
the agenda if at least four golfers pre-register.  
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