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STATEMENT OF 
MISSION 

  First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) is 
called to witness to all 

humankind with a spiritual 
vitality that embraces 

inclusiveness and                
Christ-like justice.   

Therefore, we seek to be 
a community that reaches 

in to one another, 
reaches up to God, and 
reaches out to the world 

with the love of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER  

Lord, You make all things new. 

You bring hope alive in our hearts,  

and cause our Spirits to be born again.  

Thank you for this new year,  

for all the potential it holds.  

Come and kindle in us a mighty flame  

so that in our time,  

many will see the wonders of God  

and live forever to praise Your glorious name. 

Amen! 

JANUARY 2020 
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20 years ago as we counted down the seconds until the New Year, there 
was a looming uncertainty. Y2K (the year 2000) the start of a new           
millennium brought with it the fear that the computers that controlled our 
daily comforts and conveniences would crash as the internal clock went 
from 99 to 00. My family may or may not have bought a wood stove as a 
precaution, just in case the gas company went dark for a period of time, 
at least we would still have heat. 
 
I’ll admit I was a bit nervous. We attended a church that wasn’t shy about 
speculating about the potential events of a worldwide computer crash 
that would inevitably usher in the end of the world. I wasn’t ready for the 
end of the world. I didn’t want to live in the dark ages, unable to power on 
the television or play video games. In the final hours before the                 
apocalypse, we played hide and go seek with our friends. It helped to 

pass the time and take my mind off the coming doom. As the countdown began and we readied our                 
glasses for a toast, the clock struck midnight and the lights stayed on! What a relief! 

 
I am not sure how 20 years has gone by so quickly. 2020!? It sounds so cool. It sounds important. It looks 
good on paper. Like the start of a new millennium, a new decade is rich with possibilities. We have a blank 
sheet in front of us. How will our world change over the next 10 years? That may be a scary thought for 
some of us. But before we get too far ahead, let us live in the present and ready ourselves for the start of 
this new year. In my theological studies, I came across a prayer that is used in the Methodist and                     
Wesleyan traditions. This prayer is recited on the first Sunday of the new year. I have incorporated this 
prayer into my worship planning over the last few years. I will invite you to join me in this prayer as we 
gather on Sunday January 5th.  
 
May our hearts be filled with optimism and hope as a new year approaches. We have been on an                    
adventure together over the last year and even though we are settling into a new normal, may we never 
settle into a rut. May the Holy Spirit breathe fresh and new wind into our lives and ministry efforts. May we 
be renewed in the knowledge of the unending and unconditional love of God for us and for the whole 
world. 

 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 
 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside by thee. 
Exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen 

 
Grace & Peace, 
Ben ><> 

FROM BEN………  
 

 

 



 

 

 

COURTHOUSE PLAZA BUILDING 
 

A brief Congregation meeting was held following Worship on Sunday, December 22nd to inform the                      
congregation that the Trustees have accepted an offer of $850,000 from Riley County for the purchase of the 
church building at 115 Courthouse Plaza.  We are in the beginning stages of this process; nothing is final at this 
time.  Riley county approached us with an initial offer in mid-October and at the time, we had an interested 
buyer; however, nothing serious. The sale of this building is a critical piece of the puzzle involved with our move 
to Grand Mere.  The money necessary for routine maintenance, insurance and unexpected repairs of this 
building would best be spent toward our new building.  The Trustees and Coordinating Council acknowledged 
this would be the best opportunity to sell.  We are beyond the point of waiting for the “right” buyer who will use 
the building as a worship space.   
 

We do not know the timeframe of when this will be finalized; however, it could move rapidly, The County will 
have an initial sale contract drafted.  The Trustees have appointed a negotiation committee consisting of Tresa 
Landis, Robert Russell, and Dave Rogers to work out the details and ensure our best interests are realized.  
FCC is committed to recovering sentimental items as well as anything of value that could be sold or auctioned 
as Riley County intents to demolish the building and construct a parking lot for the immediate future. 
   

As Pastor Ben wrote in his email to the congregation: “the most special element of FCC is you – us                       
together, FCC will always be FCC just as long as we have we.  That will never change.  No one can tear that 
down.”  We are not the building. 
 

If you have questions, concerns or comments please feel free to visit with Pastor Ben or the Trustees. 

 
 

 
 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
 

As 2019 draws to a close and we have occupied our new church 
building since mid-May, it is now time to transition the activities and 
responsibilities of the Building Committee to the appropriate Ministry 
Teams.   

Over the past several years the Building Committee has worked with 
our architectural (Gould Evans) and construction (BHS) firms with a 
focus on generating a church campus that is a first-class facility for 
providing a wonderful worship and Christian education experience, 
and the creation of a much needed childcare facility in west 
Manhattan.  Committee members under the leadership of Richard Gallagher, chairperson, included Robert 
Russell, Dave Rogers, Joan Thomson, Sharon Purvis, Pam Russell, and Steve Jankord.   

These individuals are to be commended for their overall dedication, they have given countless hours and 
unlimited energy to the completion of their delegated task. Words are inadequate to convey our appreciation to 
these dedicated members of our faith family who have lovingly given of their time and talents to this project. 
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Sunday, January 26
th

 

Immediately following Worship 

Our Annual Reports will be distributed 



 

 

 
MINISTRY INTERN 

 
Hello, Faith Family!  
 

I would like to offer a sincere appreciation for the prayers and positive words I 
receive from folks. Another semester is completed and I look forward to next 
semester. 
  

Speaking of next semester I will be embarking on a life changing trip to the 
Holy Land. I will be leaving early on January 6th and landing in Israel January 
7th. I will be visiting sacred sites and learning more about the struggle of the 
citizens in the area. I will be returning January 17th and resting that weekend. 
On January 26th I will be giving a presentation on the journey in lieu of a 
sermon. I hope to see you there so I can reconnect and share with all of you. 
  

Wishing you and yours a Happy New Year! 
 

Peace, 
Lukus  

 
 
 
 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP 
 

A service of Installation will be held Sunday, January 26th, for the 2020 Servant Leadership.  FCC leaders 
include: Coordinating Council Chair – Alice Trussell; Coordinating Council Chair Elect – Debi Rogers;                         
Trustee – Bill McReynolds; Elders – Grant Chapman, Tresa Landis, and Elaine Hwang; Life Elder – Mickey 
Bogart;   Deacons – Tim Berggren, Sharon Douthit, Patty Duffy, Barbara King, and Eric King;                                             
Junior Deacons – Gabe Allee, Michael Hwang, Nicholas Hwang, Dakota Oliver, Drew Trimmer, Harlie Berggren, 
Elizabeth Chapman, and Rose Carter. The term of office will be three years for all positions except the CC Chair 
and Chair – elect will serve two years, and the Junior Deacons who will each serve one year.   
 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

It is that time of the year when we need to be mindful of the weather conditions and how they impact travel to 
and from our church in Grand Mere.  Unlike our downtown location where the streets were promptly maintained, 
we are on the outskirts of the city with hills and curving streets.  This can present travel issues with ice and 
snow.  We want everyone to be safe.   
 

In the event that services are cancelled, every effort will be made to make a decision by 7 am on Sunday 
morning.  The musicians and the serving Elders and Deacons will be contacted personally.  The cancellation will 
be announced on 1350 KMAN, WIBW, KSNT/KTKA as well as on the Facebook Page and Pastor Ben’s and 
Debi Rogers email circulation. 
  

The availability of church bus pick-up will be made on Saturday evening and all riders will be personally 
contacted.  
 

FCC offices, including From Cradles to Crayons Childcare Center, follow USD 383 practices for inclement 
weather closings Monday thru Friday.    

CHURCH NEWS 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY 
 

We were so pleased and proud of our children’s participation (with the assistance of the  youth) in our       
Worship on December 22nd.  We enjoyed the beautiful Christmas Story 
poem, and the signing of Silent Night.  The children practiced during the 
Sunday School hour with Rebekah Hitzfeld, the youth and their teachers, 
Pam Russell and Renate Woodmansee.  Thank you to all. 

A fun time was had by 5 young children at the Elves Workshop (craft, 
lunch and story time) 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on December 14th.  Their            
parents were able to do some Holiday preparation or just enjoy some 
free time.  Thank you to Kay Stith, Sossina and AJ Gallagher, Rich             
Gallagher, Ken and Cindy Garwick for their assistance with this activity. 

Sunday School classes for Children, Youth and Adults are offered each week at 9:30 am.  All are                          
encouraged to visit a class at any time.  The Discipleship Class that meets in the Conference room will be 
beginning a video series, Great Figures of the New Testament featuring Amy Jill Levin as the lecturer. 
 

The Discipleship Ministry team will be having a meeting on January 13th at 5:45 to begin to plan for 2020      
activities.  

The camp fund raiser Soup Supper, Raffle and Talent Show will be held, February 23rd. 

Planning a possible Parents’ Night Out event (February 15th). 

Helping the youth with Valentine Bread delivery, and setting a date for Youth Sunday 

We will take suggestions for new activities that will contribute to our Christian Education Ministry.  

Linda Gallagher, Chair, Discipleship Ministry Team 
 

 

MONDAY MORNING BOOK STUDY 

Book Study resumes Monday, January 20th, 10:30—11:30 a.m. with Jamie Ford's Hotel on the Corner of            
Bitter and Sweet.   Contact mickeybogart@yahoo.com with questions. 
 

In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to               
Seattle's Japantown.  It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has 
discovered the belongings of Japanese families who were sent to internment camps             
during World War II.  As the owner displays and unfurls a Japanese parasol, Henry, a 
Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl from his childhood in the 
1940’s—Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship and innocent love that 
transcended the prejudices of their Old World ancestors.  After Keiko and her family were 
evacuated to the internment camps, she and Henry could only hope that their promise to 
each other would be kept.  Now, forty years later, Henry explores the hotel’s basement for 
the Okabe family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he cannot even 
begin to measure.  His Search will take him on a journey to revisit the sacrifices he has 
made for family, for love, for country. 

 

From reviewers--"Jamie Ford's novel...is deeply informed by intimate knowledge of Seattle during World War 
II, of the tribulations of Asian peoples during the time of Japanese internment and even the Seattle jazz             
scene during that time. His story of an innocent passion across racial barriers--and the life of a man who for-
sook the girl he loved--is told with an artistic technique that makes emotion inevitable.  (Louis B. Jones,             
author of Ordinary Money) 
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Donations Needed 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY 

Soup Supper and 

Talent Show

February 26, 2020
Soup Supper 6:00 pm

Talent Show 7:00 pm

Please help us support our camp 

scholarships by either providing a soup, 

performing a talent, purchasing raffle 

tickets, or all the above. 

Sign up sheets are on the church office 

window and will be emailed out in 

February. 



 

 

TRUTH YOUTH GROUP 
 

 

The TRUTH Youth Group would like to thank each and everyone one of you who helped us reach our 
fundraising goal for our ski trip by attending our meal fundraisers, purchasing bierocks, making in-kind                
donations, and allowing us to rake leaves.  Special thanks to those who spent time and money preparing 
and donating food for our fundraisers. We could not have done it without you!  Your prayers for our safe 
and fun trip are greatly appreciated. 
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COMING UP! 
 
TRUTH Youth Christmas Party will be Sunday        
January 5th (rescheduled from December 15th). 
 
PRAIRIE FAITH CAFE—Youth plan to have the 
Prairie Faith Cafe open one Sunday each month 
from January through May. Dates will be            
announced! 
 
SPRING RETREAT—The TRUTH Youth Group 
will be traveling to Camp Tawakoni for the regional spring retreat the last weekend in February. 
 
MISSION WORK—We are excited about beginning the new year with a renewed focus on the                
mission and ministry projects started in the fall, as well as seeking out other ways to serve in the 
community.  We will be continuing our “Change for Change” campaign, and pursuing additional                     
opportunities to fund the purchase of a Conex storage container for the F.I.T. Closet.  

 



 

 

From Cradles to Crayons has had an exciting month.  We have had several new infants start and 
have been doing lots of tours and visits for toddlers and preschool.  We have 1 infant opening and we 
have 6 new children starting in our toddler/preschool classroom in January.  We plan to then split that 
into 2 separate classrooms (1 toddler, 1 preschool) by the first part of February and we are currently 
recruiting for staff to accommodate that split. 
 

Our children have been busy making lots of winter and holiday art projects and our toddler preschool 
room has been enjoying the snow and doing some holiday baking projects.  
 

We are still waiting for the Kansas Department of Children and Families office to process our provider 
application to accept state subsidy for childcare.  We expect that to be done early in January.  We 
have been approved to accept the subsidy for military families through Child Care Aware. 
 

We have set up Current Wishlist/needs: 
Old pots and pans, spoons, etc for outdoor music wall and mud kitchen 
Toddler push and ride toys for playground 
 

We have already received quite a few items from the Joy of Giving and we are very appreciative of all 
of the donations.  We could still use more Parent’s Choice Advantage infant formula, a large container 
only lasts about 10 days. 
 

To increase our visibility we have added a From Cradles to Crayons Childcare Facebook page.  You 
can find us @fromcradlestocrayonsfcc.  Please “like” our page for updates of our activities. 

Cassie Anderson, Director, From Cradles to Crayons Childcare 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FROM CRADLES TO CRAYONS CHILDCARE 
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Jack and Porter in the snow! 

  Abigal and Mireyah                     Liam and Mireyah                       Liam and Felipe



 

 

 
Many thanks to the group of First Christian singers 
who stopped by on Sunday afternoon, December 
8th.  The music was beautiful!       
                                                    Virginia Morris 
 
 
Thank you, First Christian, for the wonderful 
Christmas gift!  The Little Apple Dollars have been 
spent in our minds about 100 different ways, and 
anticipation is every bit as fun as when we actually 
use them!  You are without doubt, one outstanding 
congregation.  Happy, Happy New Year to one and 
all!                       
                            Love, Marian, in the church office  

ALL ABOUT US 
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 January 8 Elaine Hwang 

 January 10 Lorene Stuteville 

 January 17 Mike Roediger 

 January 29 Justin Foster 
   Roger Sink 
   Kylee Teel 

FOOD COLLECTION 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH 

 
Start the year right—give to help                   

others by filling our food donation box 
for the Flint Hills Breadbasket! 

 
 
 

 

 

When you use HyVee grocery cards FCC gets a   
portion of what you spend at the store!  The cards 
are in $25 increments, work like a debit card and 
may be purchased from Debi 
Rogers before or after worship. It 
costs you nothing extra,  and    
benefits our Camp and                           
Conference Fund so much!  This, 
plus what we receive from Dillons 
Community Rewards program,  
greatly benefits our youth program. 

 

OUR HEARTFELT 
SYMPATHY 

 
Our deepest sympathy 
goes to Ben and Carol 
Duerfeldt and all their 
family, at the loss of their 
daughter, Kristin Rogers, 
on December 21st.  
 
Father, grant peace to 
those we love but see no 
longer, and your comfort 
to those who mourn. 
                              Amen. 



 

 

 

 

First Christian Church  church@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790 
Senior Pastor:  Ben Hitzfeld                                                 ben@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790 
Ministry Intern:  Lukus Ebert  lukus.ebert@ptstulsa.edu                                   785.776.8790 
Christian Education Director:  Ashley VanGilder ashley@fccmanhattan.org    620.218.2594  
Campus Minister:  Rev. Christian Watkins, 904 Sunset revwatkins@ksu.edu.                                 785.226.4421  
Treasurer:  Patty Duffy treasurer@fccmanhattan.org   785.665.8790 
Financial Secretary:  Lukus Ebert treasurer@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790 
Church Secretary:  Marian Fuller marian@fccmanhattan.org   785.776.8790 
Custodian:  Lori Teel kstedybear@yahoo.com   785.776.8790 
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