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STATEMENT OF 
MISSION 

  First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) is 
called to witness to all 

humankind with a spiritual 
vitality that embraces 

inclusiveness and                
Christ-like justice.   

Therefore, we seek to be 
a community that reaches 

in to one another, 
reaches up to God, and 
reaches out to the world 

with the love of                     
Jesus Christ. 
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In 45 years of ministry, I have discovered that there is a right way and a wrong 
way to use statistics.  Even we ministers use statistics.  Is a Sunday                       
school class growing or dying?  Is a program that the congregation                    
implemented working or failing? We use statistics to measure our                            
growth or lack of success.  But the question is how and why we use statistics. 
 
In the Fourteenth Chapter of Mark we have what we often call the “Feeding of 
the 5,000.”  We all agree that taking five small loaves of bread and two small 
fish that a little boy had brought for lunch and feeding 5,000 is a miracle.  The 
problem is that the “statistics” are wrong.  Look close to what Mark 14:21 
says, The number of those who ate was about five thousand men,                     

besides women and children. The real number was much greater and the number of people who were 
fed could have been as many as 15,000.  Only the men had been counted, not the women and children. 
 
 I see churches that publish in their newsletters and worship bulletins weekly attendance and                          
some publish their income and expenses.  However, in 45 years of ministry I have found that more     
harmful than helpful.  Some will publish attendance “to encourage” others to always be inviting                
people to church. Rarely does that happen but what most often happens is that the minister                       
gets criticized for “not growing the church” when statistically speaking we know that 80% of all church 
growth comes from congregants inviting people to church.  That action comes from love, not guilt. 
 
Generally we publish attendance to brag or to criticize.  Why don’t we publish how many people                                
congregants and/or the minister run away?  If we publish attendance, why don't we publish how many 
have died, moved their membership or that we have lost track of.  Every year congregations report these 
statistics to the Yearbook.  I found at my last church that the statistics never matched.  They would send a 
pew pad around for everyone to sign.  An usher would stand in the back and count the congregation.  A 
few times we would have someone take a picture from the chancel area.  Guess what?  The number                   
on the pew pad rarely match the usher's count.  And when a count was made on the photograph             
the number never matched the other two.  Of course it is easier to track small groups than it is with large. 
 
The same is true for giving to the church.  We publish the giving and expenses with the thought                          
that people will give more.  But who likes giving money to a sinking ship?  But then what if the giving                
is  real good, I always have the desire to give extra to a charity that needs it more.  I have found              
special  appeals or clearly stating what the need is most often results in addressing the need. 
 
The bottom line!  The mission of the Church is far more important than living or dying on the publishing of 
statistics, whatever the reason. 
 

Dr. Bill McConnell, Interim Minister 
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Parson’s Ponderings…. 
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December usually is a quiet month for Coordinating Council activities.  However, a Congregational Meeting 
was held on December 5 at the close of the morning worship service.  Agenda items included the status             
of the search for a new minister, 2022 Servant Leadership Election,  and the proposed 2022 Budget.   The 
Servant Leadership nominees were approved unanimously.  The proposed budget was approved with one 
dissenting vote.   
  
I hope that everyone has seen the lovely lighted 6-foot holiday wreath displayed on the east side of the 
building!  Joan Thomson donated this beautiful wreath; Fred Landis and John Trussell handled the logistics 
of supplying electricity and hanging the wreath.  Thank you, Joan, for the beautiful gift and Fred and John for 
hanging it on the building.   
  
December brought another FCC Christmas season full of beauty.  The sanctuary decorations were exquisite 
thanks to volunteers from the Worship and Spiritual Life Ministry Team and others from the congregation.  
Christmas music has been glorious thanks to the efforts of the Praise Team and the Chancel Choir. 
  
The Search Committee continues to review application profiles.  The number of available profiles is smaller 
now than what we received last summer, but work continues as we follow God’s lead to the right candidate. 
  
January brings a change in leadership for the Coordinating Council.  Debi Rogers will become the Chair, 
and Grant Chapman will begin a two-year term as the Chair-Elect.  Many thanks to Debi and Grant for their 
willingness to accept these challenging leadership roles.  I am confident that each will do an excellent job.            
I also want to make sure everyone knows that all of us who serve on the Coordinating Council appreciate 
the support you give the First Christian Church ministries and the Coordinating Council  throughout the year.  
Congregational support is key to the success of this church and its activities.   
 
My  prayers are for good health and continued blessings for everyone in our faith family for the coming year.   
  
Alice Trussell 
Chair, Coordinating Council 
 
 
 

Coordinating Council 

    Annual Meeting, January 30  
 
A brief business meeting will be held following worship on January 30.  The 2021 Annual 
Reports will also be distributed.  We’ll review last year’s activities and accomplishments 
while we look forward to the new year with great anticipation for new possibilities.  

 

Installation                                             
of Servant Leadership 

 
Installation of the elected 2022 Servant Leadership 
will be a part of worship on Sunday, January 9. 

This is a time we ask God’s blessing on those who 
will be serving our church and pledge our support to 
them as well. 
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Monday Morning Book Study 

The Monday Morning Book Study will resume on January 10, 2022.  We will      
continue to meet via Zoom at 10:30-11:30 a.m. each Monday.  All individuals who 
love to read and delve into the themes, characters, and issues in the book          
selection are welcome to participate.  This session  our book selection is The Four 
Winds, by Kristin Hannah, a historical fiction novel about the Dust Bowl era, it was 
named the prestigious “best book of 2021” by Book of the Month members.  It is 
described as a raw and emotional novel about survival, heroism, and pursuit of the 
American Dream during the Great Depression. According to Business Insider, 
Inc these are the three biggest reasons The Four Winds lives up to the hype: 

1) It illuminates a piece of US History that is often overlooked—the novel primarily 
follows a young woman named Elsa, who gets pregnant and is married at 25 to a 
young Italian man.  She moves onto his family’s wheat farm to raise children and 

help her husband’s family work the land until the Dust Bowl era begins bringing poverty, starvation, and   
often death for the farmers. 
 

2) Hannah’s writing is emotional in the best way, telling the story of the Dust Bowl that often gets lost in the 
telling of World War II stories.  The characters and events are so clearly portrayed that it makes all of the 
feelings —from anger to sadness—much more visceral. 
 

3). Despite being historical fiction, it  feels as timely as  ever.  The  story goes into  tough historical              
conversations of poverty cycles, living wages, classism, and the systems that trapped people in cycles of 
poverty.  One  reviewer stated “I couldn’t help but think about the ways in which history is repeating itself.” 
 

Discussion and reading guide questions are available on the author’s website if you like to have pre-reading 
guidance.  Email Mickey Bogart (mickeybogart@yahoo.com), book study facilitator, if you have questions.   
 

 

Thank You! 

I would like to express KCH's thanks to Disciples Women's Fellowship for your support of the work of     
Kansas Christian Home.  You are very thoughtful, and I know our residents will appreciate that so very 
much.  Most of KCH's healthcare center residents are completely dependent on Medicaid, which does not 
cover the cost of their care.  Thanks to donations like yours, we are able to provide the same quality of care 
as Medicare and private pay residents would receive.  

             With gratitude, Michael Perigo, N.A.T. CFRE, Director of Development, Kansas Christian Home 

 

Thank you for your contributions in 2021 to the DW Coordinator expense.  Your contributions allow the     
coordinator position to continue which in turn allows programs, studies and events to be made available to 
women of the Kansas region.  Blessings to each of you in the new year.                         

  Carla Pearson, Coordinator, Kansas Disciples Women 

 

 

Submitted by Deb Marfield 
DWF Treasurer  

Discipleship Ministry  

 

Disciples Women’s Fellowship 

 

mailto:mickeybogart@yahoo.com
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Thoughts About Stewardship 
 

As we transition from Christmas, wonderful family/friend gatherings, and all of the events of the Holiday 
Season, January and the New Year present us with “new” challenges or the opportunity to implement past 
efforts with a more positive outcome.  How can we more effectively reach out to those in need? Where and 
how can our FCC Faith Family distribute our treasures in a manner that would truly please Jesus?  How 
can we experience and provide more Joy to our neighbors, individuals and in groups? How can our        
individual faith journeys become beacons of hope to those we interact with on a daily basis?  And to those 
who are truly struggling with life’s challenges? Can we make New Year’s resolutions that more positively 
impact our Stewardship missions? The list of challenges is unending.  Each of us can add to this list. 
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team (SMT) made a decision last year to insert nuggets of “Thoughts About 
Stewardship” in our monthly Newsletter.  A challenge for the Stewardship Ministry Team is that of keeping 
the importance of stewardship before us; in particular, giving of our individual treasures throughout the 
year. 
 
Effective stewardship of our treasures and the joy of giving come from 
our hearts. Our hearts convince our minds to fill our hands with our  
monetary treasures that support our worship services; feed the hungry; 
provide support for staff, building maintenance and administration;     
provide Christian education opportunities for children, youth, scouts, and 
adults; support debt servicing; offer needed child care to our neighbors; 
provide support for many local and global missions; and basically, to provide support for dissemination of 
the Love of Christ to all we encounter. In summary, that is the essence of the SMT’s New Year’s           
resolution. Please pray and join the SMT in counting our blessings and supporting this resolution!! 
 

Rich Gallagher 
Stewardship Ministry Team Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   New Year’s Resolutions:   Get my financial house in order   Done! 
 
Is one of your New Year’s resolutions to gain control of your finances and free yourself from the everyday 
stress of living paycheck to paycheck? Maybe you’re further along in your career, but need a better way to 
manage your resources. 
 

Money is a God-given gift that’s meant to be stewarded . . . not stressed over! That’s why you need to take 
back control of your money. And with a practical plan, you can. How? We’re giving you (yes, you!) a free 
membership to Ramsey+, the plan that will help you do things like pay off all of your debt, have cash on 
hand for emergencies, save your money, and build wealth for the future you want. It’s time to learn how 
money actually works and start stewarding it the way God wants you to. Start your free   
Ramsey+  membership today! 
 

First Christian Church is offering Ramsey+ to our community at no cost for one year. Look 
for details in the coming month. Classes begin in February 2022. Join us on this life     
changing journey! Click on the QR code to get registered today. 

Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

 



 

 

 
Flint Hills Breadbasket food donations December 12 was 82 pounds.  Our 
FCC total for 2021 is 976 pounds of food donations and $62.00 cash for a 
total of 1038 pounds (that is 100 pounds more than in 2020).   
 
January 9 Food Collection Sunday needs for Flint Hills Breadbasket                   
include catsup, dressings (watch the expiration dates), boxes of jello and 
pudding mixes, vegetable soup, canned meats, boxed or jar cheese.    The 
“Souper” Bowl Collection Sunday will be February 13.. 
 
Many thanks to Linda Uthoff and the FCC Cub Scouts for packing 65 sack 
lunches in December for Second Helping.  Cindy and Ken Garwick will pack 
the lunches on January 23.  Second Helping lunch coordinator, Shari    
Tedford, shares “Words do not express the deep gratitude and thankfulness for your continued support 
with your time. Thank you!  Thank you!”  Second Helping sack lunch needs include:  cookies (homemade         
individually bagged or individual packets), individual peanut butter or cheese crackers packets, granola 
bars. 

Cindy Garwick, Chair 

 

 

 O Holy Night—Christmas Eve at First Christian 

Local and Global Outreach Ministry 

Page 6 

 



 

 

Page 7 

          

Our Cub Scouts Thrive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Representative Mike           
Dodson recently visited Pack 76 
and talked about the  importance 

of character, leadership, and                   
service to others.  

Lori Teel’s Den entertained  
Pack 76 families with their 

Tiger Skit.  There was lots of 
growling, too!  

Cub Master Brian Colvin and 
his son Tyler presented a 
thank you card and Scout   

caramel corn to Rep. Dodson.  

Scouts packed lunches for Second    

Helping, with the guidance of Linda Uthoff. 
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From Cradles to Crayons 

 
 

Meet Our New Assistant Director 
 
Hello, everyone!  My name is Stacy Reinhart and I am pleased to be the new               
Assistant Director of From Cradles to Crayons.  My husband is currently serving 
in the United States Army.  We have five amazing kids and three dogs. Our family 
hobby is playing board games together. I have really enjoyed my first month with 
From Cradles to Crayons and I look forward to meeting you all! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
 

Enjoying the basement storm shelter 
during the December weather alert 

Investigator Preschool 
class caroling "Jingle 
Bells" to Linda Uthoff,    

preparing their lunch in the 
kitchen, and to Dr. 

McConnell working away 
in his office. 

 

The littles ones were delighted 
when Dr. McConnell asked 

“Would you like a peppermint?”  
Answer was a big YES! 



 

 

 

 

 

.    
 
 
Thank you Dave Woodmansee for making the 
beautiful oak shelves for the Memorial Cabinet in 
the narthex.  They are a perfect match to the 
cabinet.  (The original glass shelves were not 
found after the move.)  
 
 

Dr. Haley Masterson received notification that 
she is officially Board certified by the American 
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology with specialty 
in Pediatric Neurology. She works at MercyOne 
in Des Moines, IA.   Haley is a graduate of 
Columbia School of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York City, and completed her residency in 
Pediatric Neurology at Cleveland Clinic. 
 
 

Leonard 
Purvis was 
recognized as 
“Barbershopper 
of the Year” 
with a plaque 
presented by 
Ken Lange, 
director, Little 
Apple 
Barbershop 
Chorus.   
 
 
Best Wishes to Johnny Regalada and Emily 
McGuire, married by Dr. McConnell Christmas 
Eve night.  All the best to this young couple! 

All About Us 
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January 3  Kathy Brower 

January 7  Jenna Brower 

January 8  Elaine Hwang 

January 10  Lorene Stuteville 

January 26  Luke Haig 

January 28  Drew Trimmer 

January 29  Justin Foster 
    Roger Sink 

    Kylee Teel 

Our Sympathy 

NEEDED:   Greetings Cards 
If you have unused greeting cards, for all             
occasions, that you are not going to be                 
using, please bring them           
to church and Marilyn              
Masterson will deliver them 
to Big Lakes for use by their 
clients.   

 

Congratulations! 

Our deepest sympathy to the Woodmansee 
family at the tragic loss of their  15 
year old nephew to a car accident 
on December 7.   

Sympathy also to Linda Gallagher 
and her family at the loss of her          
sister, Marilyn Byers on December 
18. 

Father, may those who mourn know  
the comfort of your love. 

 



 

 

.   

 

 

First Christian Church 
3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503 

(785) 776-8790     fccmanhattan.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Dr. William McConnell    bill@fccmanhattan.org  
Christian Education Director:  Ashley VanGilder   ashley@fccmanhattan.org   
Youth Director:  Grace Duffey   grace@fccmanhattan.org 
From Cradles to Crayons Director:  Brooke Murphy           director@fccmanhattan.org 
Church Secretary:  Marian Fuller                                              marian@fccmanhattan.org  
Custodian:  Lori Teel           kstedybear@yahoo.com  
Coordinating Council: 
     Chair:  Debi Rogers   derogers@ksu.edu 
     Vice-Chair:  Grant Chapman   theglobalchapman@gmail.com 
     Secretary:  Ruby Brower   rkb0620@gmail.com 
     Trustee Chair:  Bill McReynolds   billybob@twinvalley.net      
     Elder Co-Chairs:  Mickey Bogart     mickeybogart@yahoo.com  
                                  Robert Russell   rrussell21@cox.net 
     Deacon Chair:  John Trussell   johnrtrussell@gmail.com 
   Ministry Team Chairs: 
     Discipleship Co-Chairs:  Linda Gallagher                            corngirl6144@gmail.com 
                                             Linda Uthoff   lindau3@yahoo.com 
     Fellowship Co-chairs:  Marilyn Masterson   mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com 
                                           Kathy Maxwell   katmax324@gmail.com    
     Local & Global Outreach:  Cindy Garwick   cindygarwick@cox.net 
     Property Co-Chairs:  Fred Landis   felandis57@gmail.com     
                                       John Trussell                                     johnrtrussell@gmail.com 
     Stewardship:  Richard Gallagher   rrgllghr@ksu.edu 
     Worship & Spiritual Life:  Pam Russell   prussell5656@gmail.com 
TRUTH Youth Sponsor: 
     Bill McReynolds   billybob@twinvalley.net 


