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STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

Psalm 100 —Giving Grateful Praise
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues
through all generations.

on
re
rs
us!

Parson’s Ponderings….
When the New Minister Comes
If we are honest with ourselves most of us don’t like change. The usual,
the familiar, the way it has always been is comfortable. That is why there
is always uncertainty in the calling of a new pastor. What will he/she
be like? What changes will that person make? What gifts do they bring?
When was the last time you prayed for your congregation’s search
committee? Prayer is always welcome for the team and for the congregation
that is preparing for the new leadership. My job is to help this congregation
prepare for the new minister.
Some advice from an old retired pastor serving as your interim:
1.
Don’t expect perfection in the new minister - after all, I haven’t found the perfect congregation yet.
2.
Be prepared to listen and follow. After all, “we have always done it this way” is not in the Bible.
3.
Don’t be foolish enough to say, “we don’t need to change.” That reveals more problems than
truths.
4.
Every pastor has good points and bad points. It is the task of the Search Committee to find the
good points that the congregation needs and it is the congregation’s task to help the pastor to
improve on the bad points.
5.
Give your new minister permission to fail at times, just as you sometimes fail.
6.
Always speak positively about your new minister everywhere and to everyone.
7.
Be willing to help your new minister make the transition from the old church to thenew
church. Always be truthful, always be helpful, always be candid and always be supportive.
8.
Always respect your new pastor enough to pray for your new pastor.
You will always have a special place in my heart!
Dr. Bill McConnell, Interim Minister

October was Clergy Appreciation month.
This period of time was created to show our
ministers how much we appreciate them,
but it is also a time for people to consider a
vocation as a clergy person. I want to thank
those who sent cards, gifts, and showed
love and appreciation to me during October
for Clergy Appreciation. I appreciate you
more than you will ever know.
Bill McConnell
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Coordinating Council
The work of the Coordinating Council continues to move along. The group approved the 2022 Servant
Leadership Nominees as submitted by the Nominating Committee. The nominees will be presented to the
congregation for their approval at the December meeting. The Nominating Committee appreciates the
willingness of our members to serve in a leadership position. Tresa Landis presented the 2022 draft
budget to the council and asked each Ministry Team to specify what they would like to have included in the
budget so that it accurately reflects their mission and goals for the coming year.
The Senior Minister Search Committee continues working to find a minister for our congregation.
A candidate has been identified that is a life-long Disciples member from a four-generation Disciples family
and earned their Masters of Divinity from Phillips Theological Seminary. The candidate has fond
memories of interacting with Manhattan FCC members at church camp and other youth activities.
Accompanied by their family, the candidate traveled to Manhattan for an in-person interview. Following
this interview, the Search Committee gave a unanimous recommendation to the Elders and Coordinating
Council. A Zoom meeting of introduction was held, including the candidate, the Search Committee, the
Elders, and members of the Coordinating Council. Recordings of the Zoom meeting have been shared
with the Elders and Coordinating Council members unable to participate in the discussion. Both groups
will be voting soon. Assuming both groups approve the Search Committee’s recommendation, the
Stewardship Ministry Team representatives will meet with the candidate to negotiate a contract. Once that
process is complete, a special, meeting of the congregation will be held to affirm the calling of the new
minister. The Search Committee has moved quickly, recognizing a viable candidate in five months. Your
continued prayer support during this transition time is greatly appreciated. We will keep everyone
informed of progress.
Alice Trussell
Chair, Coordinating Council

KSU Collegiate Chorale, Advanced & University Treble
Choir Concert
On November 9, 7:30 p.m. First Christian is honored to have the K-State Collegiate
Choir preform a concert in our sanctuary, with our own Michael Martin being one of the
conductors. Admission is free and First Christian will provide refreshments following the
concert.

Introducing our Praise Team Scholarship Student
My name is Darryl Matsune and I am from Walnut,
CA. I am 23 years old and currently studying
instrumental performance at Kansas State University.
I am proudly studying jazz music under the guidance
of Dr. Wayne Goins. I have been playing the guitar for
14 years. I am the youngest with two older siblings.
My hobbies include fishing with my father, listening to
music, and spending time with my family. I would like
to thank my father and mother for giving me the
opportunity to live and play music in Manhattan, KS.
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Discipleship Ministry News
From Grace Duffey, Youth Director
Sundays Youth have been meeting at 9:30 on the lower level with two or three kids
each time! Tuesdays we have been meeting at 6:00 in Fellowship Hall or
the Youth Room to have our Youth Group meeting where we have pizza, play
games, and talk, again with two or three
kids attending. We are hoping to grow and
urge our Youth to invite their friends.
Thursdays I am meeting with college age
at 6:00 via zoom. This works best for how
college goes, with our crazy schedules
Everything is going very well and the kids
are having a lot of fun. I am loving getting to know them and they
are doing great in our meetings! Both groups have been really great
about coming up with more ideas for what we can do not only in
Sunday school but in our youth group meeting time, we have been
getting ice cream, bowling, and movies planned for youth group and
getting coffee or donuts for the college group!! Both will be having a
potluck thanksgiving sort of meal as soon as we find a day that
works for all of us, it'll be both groups together, and we will be doing
a combined white elephant Christmas party, again that will be as
soon as we find a date!

Youth Room, Lower Level

God bless us all as we work together to serve Our Lord, Grace

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for a volunteer to oversee the Conference Room to make it a welcoming space for
small group meetings, a library, and a planning space for the From Cradles to Crayons staff. Perhaps two
people could enjoy doing this together.

Our newly established church nursery is
located in the Green Room in the From
Cradles to Crayons Childcare wing. We
have a paid attendant, but are looking
for volunteers willing to help when
additional adults are needed with
increased attendance.

First Christian Church needs a volunteer to be the Scout Master for Boy
Scout Troop 76. Between the relocation of the Church and COVID the troop
has drifted apart and needs new leadership. If this is something that you would
be interested in or if you know of someone that would be great for this ministry,
please let the church office know.
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Stewardship Ministry Team
Thoughts About Stewardship
The past year has presented many challenges. Throughout the recent unsettling pandemic times God has
continued to bless us with love and many treasures. First Christian Church has continued to honor its
mission to be a community that reaches in to one another, reaches up to God,
and reaches out to the world with the love of Jesus Christ.
One aspect of Stewardship, which is giving of our personal treasures to
support the mission driven expenditures of our six Ministry Teams, our “From
Cradles to Crayons” childcare program, and the salaries and payroll of our
dedicated staff is very important. Specifically, at this time of the year, we are
encouraging philanthropic giving to support the 2022 Budget and to support
the mission(s) of our church as we reach out to the Manhattan community and
beyond. The 2022 Budget will be submitted for approval by the Elders and the
Coordinating Council and ultimately voted on by the Congregation prior to
2022.
By now you should have received in the mail your Stewardship letter and Estimate of Giving card. You
have or will witness Stewardship messages during worship services. Please consider the importance of
our church in your daily lives, think of ways that you can be active participants in our exciting programs,
and pray for the church to develop successful missions in reaching out in Christian love to our Manhattan
community and beyond.
Please return your Estimate of Giving card by November 21st, Celebration Sunday. Bring your card to a
worship service, drop it off at the church office, or mail it to the church office, 3001 Grand Mere Parkway,
Manhattan, KS 66503.
Rich Gallagher
Stewardship Ministry Team Chair

November 21st
Stewardship Celebration!
Following worship everyone is welcome to
enjoy a meal in Fellowship Hall prepared
for us in gratitude and celebration of our
church mission in this community and in
the world.
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
On Wednesday, October 20th beverages were provided by
FCC donations at the Paramour Coffee Shop for our
neighbors—It’s on Us! Linda Uthoff, Leonard Purvis, Ken,
and Cindy Garwick visited with 65 people and we made
them all very happy!

Second Helping Lunch Mission
Thanks to Heather Thomas who will pack and deliver Second Helping sack lunches on November 21st.

Flint Hills Breadbasket Project
Sunday, November 14th FCC will be collecting donations for the Flint Hills Breadbasket Thanksgiving
dinner boxes. Last year Breadbasket prepared and shared Thanksgiving boxes with 167 families. The
current needs for these special holiday boxes include boxes of instant potatoes, boxes or bags of
stuffing, canned fruits, canned pumpkin, and canned yams. A grateful heart reminds us that ultimately
the Lord is our Provider and that all blessings and gifts are graciously given to us by God’s hand.

Making A Difference
Your generous donations at FCC impact lives in Manhattan. In the month
of October 60 pounds of linens (sheets, blankets, and towels) were
donated to the FIT Closet and 30 pounds of food was donated to the Flint
Hills Breadbasket.
Ken Garwick delivered a twin bed frame to the Manhattan Afghan
Resettlement Team.

Thank You!
Our new neighbors from Afghanistan are so incredibly grateful to the congregation at First Christian
Church for the abundance of linens you collected! These families arrived with only the clothes on their
backs and the shoes on their feet. Knowing they have comfy sheets and blankets to snuggle with and
sleep under makes my heart so warm! Thank you for blessing these newest arrivals to Manhattan with
many a good night's sleep!
Tracy Emery
FIT Closet Coordinator and Member of the Manhattan Afghan Resettlement Team
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
Afghan Refugee
Resettlement
Habitat for Humanity ReStore team is
proud to support the Afghan Refugee
Resettlement Manhattan, KS (MART)
with a grant to furnish our new neighbors'
homes with furniture, appliances and home
goods, but we need the community's help!
Please
consider supporting the furniture
drive at the ReStore so that we can furnish
these homes!
If you have gently used furniture, bedroom
sets (no mattresses), or appliances that you
can donate, please bring them to the
ReStore Wed - Sat, 10-4, or call to
schedule a pickup. When donating, please
designate
your
items
for
MART
consideration so that we can tag them.

Trunk or Treat 2021
Great Fun For FCC and the Neighborhood!
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Disciples Women’s Fellowship
“
DWF Cabinet did not meet in October, but Group Meetings were held as scheduled.
Members were busy with several activities:


Treasures in the Trunk sale held September 18 netted our mission fund almost $300, thanks to the
Ed & Dee Herde down-sizing items, and to some donated estate “treasurers.”



We felt blessed to hostess meals for families and friends of three beloved members (Howard Kidd,
Don Foster, and Dale Webster) as part of their memorial service gatherings. We are grateful to all
who helped provided cakes and cookies, and who helped with set up, serving, and clean up.



Currently we are looking for a person who would be interested in helping us provide welcome gifts to
women who visit our church and to make sure they are invited to one of our group meetings.

A BIG thank you to everyone who contributed to our booth and food
sale at the annual Pumpkin Patch Arts and Craft Fair at CiCo Park.
A total of $1,636.00 was raised which will be used to support the
missions of Disciples Women’s Fellowship. We give thanks to God for
another successful year!

Just look how inviting our booth was!
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Welcome New Members!
Luis & Elizabeth Morales
We are K-State students from Dodge City. Luis’ major
is chemistry for a pre-med program, and Elizabeth’s
major is chemical engineering. We moved to Manhattan
over the summer and we have been enjoying all that
there is to do here. We enjoy walking our dog, playing
airsoft, and playing strategy games together. Thanks to
everyone! You have made us feel so welcome.

Ryan & Courtney Haig, Luke & Christian
Ryan Haig was born in Denver Colorado and moved around the US with his family as his father
is a retired Navy Dentist. He lived most of his life in the San Diego, CA area. Courtney was born
and raised in Boston, MA. Her maiden name is Hancock. Courtney graduated from Babson
College in 2007 with a Business Degree and a concentration on Marketing and Business
Intelligence/Information Technology. In summer 2007 she went to Cape Town, South Africa to
act as the Assistant Director with Babson College in a program to teach Entrepreneurship to
high school students at the University of Stellenbosch. She started working for a Boston
based Tech Media Publisher, TechTarget in
August 2007. TechTarget moved Courtney to
San Francisco, CA in the summer of 2008.
Ryan went to the University of North Carolina Chapel
Hill for his undergrad. After he graduated in 2008
with a Major in Environmental Studies and Spanish,
he worked in Boston for a few months for EnerNOC
and then they moved him to San Francisco, CA for 4
years. Ryan and Courtney met at a restaurant in San
Francisco in February 2010. Shortly after that in Feb
2011 Courtney accepted another career change
with TechTarget to move to London, UK to become
an EMEA Senior Account Manager. Ryan then
changed his career path in Sept 2012 and moved to New York City to attend NYU Dental
school. Courtney moved back from London to New York City in Dec 2014 with TechTarget
and took on a role as a Senior Account Director overseeing the Marquee Accounts.
Shortly after going to dental school, Ryan joined the United States Army. Ryan and Courtney
were married in Cohasset, MA on March 12th, 2016 at Saint Anthony’s Catholic Church. Ryan
then graduated from Dental school in May 2016 and the military moved the family to Silver
Spring, Maryland in June 2016 where Ryan was stationed at Walter Reed for a year as a
dentist. Courtney gave birth to Christian William Haig on May 1st, 2017. Ryan then started his
4 year residency with the military at Walter Reed for Oral Maxillofacial Surgery in July 2017.
Courtney gave birth to Luke Matthew Haig on January 26th, 2021. Ryan then graduated from
the Walter Reed OMFS Program in June 2021 and our family was relocated with the army to
Fort Riley. They moved to Manhattan, KS in the middle of July 2021.
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From Cradles to Crayons
Our Fall Festival Parade and Activities!

Linda Uthoff sings and read with the little ones.
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All About Us
.

Thank you very much for the after-funeral get
together for our Dad, Howard Kidd. Dad always
enjoyed the social aspects of belonging to the
church community and would appreciate this
deeply. He also loved his quilt that the “Do
Dayers” made; it was put to good use. Thank
you for your empathy, solidarity and love.
Blessed be the ties that bind,
Elaine Bollinger and Claudia Criss

November 2

Cindy Garwick

November 5

Pat McReynolds
Cindy Sink

November 7

Gregg Masterson

November 11 Ann Foster
November 13 Dustin Trego

On behalf of all our family, thank you for
the lunch served to our family and friends
before Dad’s funeral service. It was greatly
appreciated. Dad loved his church family
Debbie & Dave Soper and Janet Webster

November 16 Janet Webster
November 18 Fred Landis
November 20 Atlas Trego
November 28 Tresa Landis

November 29 Tom Carvalho
Words do not convey the thanks I feel for all the
church has done for Don and me over the
years—let alone the recent past. We felt at
home right from the beginning nearly 40 years
ago. The acceptance for our diverse family has
been very important to us. I have been amazed
how much the cards, phone calls and offers of
help have meant to me and our family. Thank
you all for the wonderful support, the memorials,
and being able to have the service and dinner at
our beautiful church.
Ann Foster and family

November 14—Donation Day
Flint Hills Breadbasket
29 pounds of food were
donated to the Flint Hills
Bread Basket in October
Their current needs are
crackers, Velveeta style
boxed or jar cheese,
Jell-O & pudding, spices
and condiments, canned
meat, plus anything else
you want to share.

Our Sympathy
Our Christian sympathy to the
family and many friends of Dale
Webster who died on October 17th.
Father, grant peace to those we
love but see no longer, and comfort
to those who mourn. Amen
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First Christian Church

3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Interim Minister: Dr. William McConnell
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
Youth Director: Grace Duffey
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Brooke Murphy
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Custodian: Lori Teel
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Alice Trussell
Vice-Chair: Debi Rogers
Secretary: Ruby Brower
Trustee Chair: Elizabeth Jankord
Elder Co-Chairs: Mickey Bogart
Robert Russell
Deacon Chair: John Trussell
Ministry Team Chairs:
Discipleship Co-Chairs: Linda Gallagher
Linda Uthoff
Fellowship, Co-chairs: Marilyn Masterson
Kathy Maxwell
Local & Global Outreach: Cindy Garwick
Property, Co-Chairs: Fred Landis
John Trussell
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
Worship & Spiritual Life: Pam Russell
TRUTH Youth Sponsor:
Bill McReynolds

bill@fccmanhattan.org
ashley@fccmanhattan.org
grace@fccmanhattan.org
director@fccmanhattan.org
marian@fccmanhattan.org
kstedybear@yahoo.com
alitrus@ksu.edu
derogers@ksu.edu
rkb0620@gmail.com
ejankord1@gmail.com
mickeybogart@yahoo.com
rrussell21@cox.net
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
corngirl6144@gmail.com
lindau3@yahoo.com
mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com
katmax324@gmail.com
cindygarwick@cox.net
felandis57@gmail.com
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
rrgllghr@ksu.edu
prussell5656@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net

The Thanksgiving Offering supports Disciples colleges, universities and
theological institutions. Disciples have a long history of post-secondary and
theological education. This offering provides a direct connection to 15 colleges
and universities, 7 seminaries and theological programs. Gifts from this offering
continue the Disciples tradition of developing leaders for our communities and
the Church.
This special offering will be collected on Sundays, November 14th and 21st.

