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STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

Each Sunday at First Christian we hear
a message that connects the scripture to our life.
This month:
October 3

Job 38:1-7

October 10

Mark 10:46-52

October 17

Ruth 1:1-8

“Confronting Chaos”
“Faith to Follow”
“Ordinary People”

October 24

2 Timothy 3:12-17

“Is the Bible Inerrant
and Infallible?”

October 31

2 King 5:1-15

“The Doctor is Within”

Parson’s Ponderings….
There are some wonderful things happening at First Christian Church.
Beginning in October a scholarship fund has been established for “From
Cradles to Crayons.” Each child whose parent(s) is a participating member of
First Christian will be entitled to a $50.00 a month per child scholarship. While
this is certainly a lifeline for those young parents who are working hard to try to
make ends meet, it is also a very loving and Christian gesture on behalf of the
congregation to be able to help, and to help families keep their dignity.

Reaches In
Your Coordinating Council is also in favor ot taking the final step to approve
converting a room in the basement to a Youth area. As soon as the cost and
drawings are submitted, the Council will by email approve the plan. This will hopefully expedite the room
happening. It would be an area for all youth activity from church school, youth group, Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts to anything youth. They could fix the area anyway they like, hang what they want on the walls, and
take ownership. It will be a place to welcome all who are young! A place to study, pray, worship, visit,
learn, grow and belong to Christ.
Reaches Up

Kansas Christian Home in Newton, Kansas, a Disciples of Christ home for senior citizens, looks to raise
money for the Legacy of John. The Legacy of John Fund pays the cost of housing for many residents
where social security, Medicare and Medicaid fall short. Each fall a dinner is held in the Wichita area to
raise money for this fund. First Christian Church will explore hosting one of these dinners in the fall of
2022. This would be a place to invite Disciples of Christ from the northeast part of the state to the dinner
and not have to drive all the way to Wichita. Wouldn’t it be a nice problem to fill the Fellowship Hall and
Sanctuary with people who care about people and help Kansas Christian Home?

Reaches Out
Church, you are being The Church!
Dr. Bill McConnell, Interim Minister

Our Bus is a Fun Ride!
Call the church office by Friday noon
to give us your good news that you’re
going to be one of the passengers
coming to worship on our church bus!
785-776-8790

The More The Merrier!
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Coordinating Council
Coordinating Council met on September 20th. Much of what was discussed is highlighted elsewhere
in the newsletter; however, I will mention the purpose of the Nominating Committee. In the
coming weeks, the committee will be contacting members, asking them to consider
accepting a church leadership role, including Trustee, Elder, Deacon, and Coordinating Council
Chair-Elect.
Please prayerfully consider answering the call to serve if you are contacted.
FCC plays an integral part in our lives and the lives of many in the community.
Ruby Brower, Debi Rogers, Mickey Bogart and I are reviewing the bylaws to bring them up to date. Our
missions in this community have evolved in the last several years and we need to ensure that our
governance document reflects what we do and how we best situate ourselves to do it. We welcome anyone
who would like to join the effort and provide a fresh perspective to this vital endeavor.
The Search Committee continues to move forward as it looks to find the right person and the right fit for our
congregation. The task is a challenging one involving prayer, deliberation, and discernment.
The committee members deserve a standing ovation for their dedication and the many hours spent working
on this critical assignment.
Alice Trussell
Chair, Coordinating Council

Nominating Committee
The Coordinating Council approved the 2022 Servant Leadership
Nominating Committee. The Governance Document provides for broad
representation from the congregation to carry out this important task,
and we are grateful that these people have stepped up to accept this
responsibility. The Nominating Committee also welcomes input from
members of the congregation. You may do this by contacting any
member of the Nominating Committee in the next few weeks with
suggestions.

Disciples Are Needed!

Committee members include:
Co-Chair of Elders, Mickey Bogart—chair
Chair of Deacons, Frank Hwang (proxy)
Elders: Ken Garwick and Joan Thomson
Deacons: Renate Woodmansee, Cindy Sink, and Marilyn Masterson
Junior Deacon: Michael Hwang
Member at large: Mark Maxwell

A brief Congregational meeting
will be held immediately
following worship.

Sunday, October 31, 2021
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Discipleship Ministry News
From Grace Duffey, Youth Director
I am very pleased to begin working with our youth both in Sunday School,
and in Youth Group. Our initial meeting of the Youth Group, for Middle
School and High School Youth, was Sunday, September 26, right after
worship, in Fellowship Hall.
Our first Youth Sunday School class is October 3, at 9:30 a.m. We will be
meeting in the designated youth area in the basement.
Please, always, keep our youth in your prayers, and let them know any
way you can, FCC LOVES OUR YOUTH GROUP!!
God bless us all as we work together to serve Our Lord,
Grace

Come, Grow with Us!
Hope you can get involved in one of our Sunday School Classes:
Pre/K -- 5th grade meet for Sunday school during Children’s Church
time in Fellowship Hall (during worship, after Children’s Sermon until
Communion).
9:30 a.m.

Middle School/High School, basement
Hymn Study, Fellowship Hall
Learning about New Testament figures, Conference
Room
Michael’s Class or “Mac’s Class” (CE Office), adults with special needs, discuss Bible
stories.

Discipleship Ministry Team will meet Monday,
October 4, 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. You are
most welcome to join them and add your
input! (Come early & enjoy refreshments and
fellowship before the meeting begins.)
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Stewardship Ministry Team
Thoughts About Stewardship
This 2021 fall season is considerably “more normal” than what we experienced last year, including the
many activities of our church. During the month of October the Stewardship Ministry Team reaches out to
our church family and asks each of us to focus on our annual giving in support of the anticipated programs
and missions of our church in the coming year. Please be watching in the mail for a commitment letter and
your pledge card.
As you give thanks for your blessings and treasures and think about your anticipated giving for next year in
support of the church’s 2022 Budget, please pray for our church and all those who are impacted by our
missions. Christ’s love can be demonstrated in so many ways. Also, there will be Stewardship
presentations during some of our worship services during the next two months, followed by a Stewardship
Celebration Sunday.
Note the following dates:
th

th

“Participating in
Philanthropic Stewardship"

Tuesday, October 19 and Wednesday, October 27 .
The Stewardship Ministry Team will be hosting two
7:00pm, FCC
informative sessions titled “Participating in Philanthropic
Stewardship” at 7:00pm on these evenings. The focus will
Tuesday, October 19, 2021
be on the various long-term giving options beyond the
always
welcome
cash
contributions.
Encouraging
Wednesday, October 27, 2021
philanthropic stewardship is essential for the church’s vitality
and strength in sustaining our missions in the future and
All are welcome
expanding FCC’s impact in the greater Manhattan
community. Dedicated philanthropic efforts will allow the
church to fulfill its mission of Reaching In, Reaching Up, and Reaching Out with the love of Christ.
These meetings will key on short and concise statements and interactive discussions illustrating the basic
points involved with giving of material gifts such as real estate/property, various types of stock
distributions, optimal use of IRA rollovers, Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs), various benefits of
insurance policies (FCC owned, second-to-die, changes in beneficiaries), Charitable Remainder Trusts
(CRTs), Charitable Gift Annuities (CGAs), planned gifts, and avoiding confusion of naming FCC as a
beneficiary in wills. Having this information one will be able to optimize the distribution of individual’s
treasures now and in the future.
Valuable information will be available for individuals and families of all ages. The SMT encourages you to
attend one (or both) of these sessions.
Rich Gallagher
Stewardship Ministry Team Chair
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
HALLOWEEN
TRUNK or TREAT
Sunday, October 31st, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
FCC parking lot
Start planning your costume,
your vehicle decorations, and your treats

Second Helping Lunch Mission
Thanks to the Liz Krieger/Lori Teel families for packing and delivering the Second Helping Sack Lunches
on September 26th. Current needs for our Second Helping shelves include: individual oatmeal packets,
cookies, individual packets/cups/boxes of fruit, peanut butter crackers.
Check your November and December calendars and let Cindy Garwick know a Sunday date when you
(and your family) would like to participate in the packing and delivery of Second Helping Sack Lunches.
These two calendars will be posted soon by First Congregational. There are instruction sheets available
to show you what is involved in this ministry. Our Second Helping shelf is ready for you to take part in
this Reaching Out mission that impacts Manhattanites.

Service Fair
Linda & Rich Gallagher and Cindy Garwick Reached Out by
participating in the Manhattan Christian College Christian Service Fair
representing First Christian Church September 15th. They visited with
students about FCC volunteer opportunities as musicians, singers, and
technicians as well as the From Cradles to Crayons childcare. Please
welcome these visitors when they worship with us.

Chalice Masks $10
You may have seen some of our folks wearing a face mask with a chalice. If you
would like one too, Cindy Garwick is taking orders. The choice is a black mask with
a red chalice, a red mask with a white chalice or a dark gray mask with a red chalice.
All of them look very sharp!

FIT Closet
FIT Closet is running low on the following - You can drop your donations off
at the USD 383 Maintenance Shop (2031 Casement Road) between 7am
and 4pm, Monday thru Friday, or bring them to the church office and they
will be delivered: toilet paper, laundry pods, bar soap, shampoo,
conditioner, and deodorant.
Fit Closet is so grateful for the community response to the ”Stuff the Bus” project of collecting school
supplies. All needs were covered! Thank you, First Christian, for doing your part!
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Disciples Women’s Fellowship
Treasures in the Trunk
“Treasurers in the Trunk” was a success! So far $356 has been added to the Disciples Women’s
Fellowship Mission Fund. Watch for the next “Treasures” event in the spring. Save your Treasurers!

Disciples Women’s Fellowship will once again this year have
a booth at Pumpkin Patch, the arts and crafts fair held at
CiCo Park. Pumpkin Patch is scheduled for Friday, October
8 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 9 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please consider donating homemade
baked goods as well as any of your handmade crafts. All
food items need to be wrapped securely and all items should
be priced. You may also contribute by working a shift at the
booth. Please contact Linda Gallagher to sign up. Cash donations are always welcome, watch for the
“Pumpkin Patch” envelope in the Sunday bulletin. Remember you can also purchase items from the
booth during the fair. We look forward to a successful event with all money earned going to the DWF
missions. DWF is grateful for all contributions to this fundraiser!

Thank you to all the helpers and servers for the Sharon Purvis Memorial Chicken Dinner, and many
thanks to Kentucky Fried Chicken for their gracious generosity and cooperation in preparing that
delicious meal for us. It was a warm and happy celebration of the life of someone we all dearly loved.
Sharon would have been so well pleased.

Disciples Women’s Fellowship
Group Meetings
Faith Sisters, 2nd Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Larson Group, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Do Day Quilters, 2nd Wednesday of the month, 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
(no special talent required to join!)
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From Cradles to Crayons
Child Care Advisory Team
The Child Care Advisory Team has been meeting regularly to work on the Staff Handbook. This detailed
handbook documents all policies and procedures regarding staff. The Center has had a Parent
Handbook since opening which will be due for an update after the Staff Handbook is completed. This
committee includes Brooke Murphy, Ashley VanGilder, Renate Woodmansee, Alicia Chaline, Linda
Gallagher, and Pam Russell.
Please be sure to read the good news in Dr. McConnell’s newsletter message about the new Member
Scholarship for Child Care with From Cradles to Crayons!

Submitted by Pam Russell

Getting Better and Better!
Look at some of the wonderful new playground equipment From Cradles to Crayons got from a Child
Care Aware Impact Grant. They also got balls for the playground, another climbing structure (not yet
assembled), magnetic tiles, and light panels for the classroom. Wonderful additions!

Page 8

All About Us
Our Sympathy
.
We reach out in Christian Sympathy to the family
and friends of Howard Kidd, who
died on September 3. Cards to
support the family can be sent to
Howard’s niece, Marilyn Masterson,
1950 Bluestem Terrace, 66502.
Our deepest sympathy to Ann
Foster and all the family at the
death of Don on September 19. A
Celebration of Life will be at First
Christian on Monday, October 11, at 11:00 a.m.
with a meal served afterward in Fellowship Hall.
Cards to Ann, and for all the family who loved
him so, can go to 741 Pebblebrook Circle, Apt. 4.

October 10
Flint Hills
Breadbasket
Food
Collection
82 pounds of food were donated to the Flint Hills
Bread Basket in September. So far in 2021 FCC
has donated 856 pounds of food to the FHBB.
WOW! Next collection Sunday will be October
10th. Their current needs include crackers,
Jell-O & pudding boxes, condiments, mac &
cheese dinners, canned chicken and seasonings
for this Reaching Out mission.

October 5

Frank Hwang

October 9

Harlie Berggren

October 11 Justin Brower
October 17 Claire Brower
October 18 Doug Myers
Joan Thomson
October 26 Ruth Dyer

Be sure to see the last page of this
newsletter for information about the
Tawakoni Gala and Auction.
This is one of the most fun events of the
year, and one that makes a world of
different to our wonderful
Tawakoni Camp & Conference Center!
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First Christian Church

3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Interim Minister: Dr. William McConnell
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
Youth Director: Grace Duffey
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Brooke Murphy
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Custodian: Lori Teel
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Alice Trussell
Vice-Chair: Debi Rogers
Secretary: Ruby Brower
Trustee Chair: Elizabeth Jankord
Elder Co-Chairs: Mickey Bogart
Robert Russell
Deacon Chair: John Trussell
Ministry Team Chairs:
Discipleship Co-Chairs: Linda Gallagher
Linda Uthoff
Fellowship, Co-chairs: Marilyn Masterson
Kathy Maxwell
Local & Global Outreach: Cindy Garwick
Property, Co-Chairs: Fred Landis
John Trussell
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
Worship & Spiritual Life: Pam Russell
TRUTH Youth Sponsor:
Bill McReynolds

bill@fccmanhattan.org
ashley@fccmanhattan.org
grace@fccmanhattan.org
director@fccmanhattan.org
marian@fccmanhattan.org
kstedybear@yahoo.com
alitrus@ksu.edu
derogers@ksu.edu
rkb0620@gmail.com
ejankord1@gmail.com
mickeybogart@yahoo.com
rrussell21@cox.net
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
corngirl6144@gmail.com
lindau3@yahoo.com
mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com
katmax324@gmail.com
cindygarwick@cox.net
felandis@cox.net;
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
rrgllghr@ksu.edu
prussell5656@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net

Tawakoni Gala and Auction, Nov. 5 and 6
Tawakoni, our regional camp and conference center, serves more than 300 campers and staff
each summer. Additionally, Tawakoni hosts Disciples men, women, and youth retreats;
weddings; family reunions, and more.
Proceeds from this auction will support operational facilities, capital projects and camp
scholarships. This year’s focus capital improvement project is a new camp security gate and
monitors. The 2021fundraising goal is $25,000.
The Tawakoni Gala planning team is seeking donations for the 2021
Tawakoni Gala & Auction. Suggested donations include gift cards or gift
certificates for goods or services, individually wrapped and sealed baked
goods, handcrafted items, sports team memorabilia and/or tickets, and
themed gift baskets or prize packs. All donations along with donation forms
are due by 4 p.m. on Friday, October 22. Debi Rogers is will transport
donations to Topeka, if you let her know in advance.
You choose how you want to participate – in person, virtually, or both. Join us for the
Virtual Auction on Friday, Nov 5, and/or our in-person auction and dinner on Saturday, Nov 6,
at Tawakoni. Virtual bidder tickets are $5 each; individual in-person dinner and auction tickets
are $45 each or purchase a table for eight for $300. If game time schedules match up, watch
the KSU Wildcats and KU Jayhawks and enjoy tailgate snacks with a Football Watch Party
(tickets $15 each).
Donation forms and registration forms are available online https://kansasdisciples.org/gala/ or
from our church office.

