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STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

SEPTEMBER 2020

FROM BEN………
Hello friends,
I woke up this morning, made a cup of hot tea and sat down for some
quiet time to begin the day. As I sat down, I saw the remote and thought,
“I should turn on the news to get caught up on what’s happening with
Hurricane Laura.” In addition to hurricane coverage, I got sucked up into
everything else that is happening in our world - ugly, ugly, UGLY politics,
racism, violence, and oh yeah, there’s the ongoing pandemic, which for
the first time in a while was not the headliner. I quickly regretted my
decision to turn on the news.
One of the things that I do when I need to lament, decompress, or get
lost in a sea of nothingness; is clean the house, wash dishes (by hand),
sweep and mop, sort recycling, organize closets, and one of my
favorites; throw stuff away (sometimes to the chagrin of Bekah). These
are all things I can control. I often feel powerless in the face of the trials and evils that pervade our world. If
I can’t clean up the world as I would like, I can at least make sure all of my coffee mugs are where they
belong in the cupboard.
Truthfully, while I was cleaning and mulling over all of the issues that are too large for me to fix or change,
I asked myself, “What good is your one voice? What can I actually change or do to make a difference in
the grand scheme of things?” That was when I was reminded of a song from one of Eliana’s favorite
Disney movies, “Frozen 2.” At the climax of the story, one of the characters, Anna, finds herself in a very
dark place after losing her sister. Anna begins to sing about the pain of this moment and how hopeless
and helpless she was feeling. The song is raw and honest, and I love how it is absent of any clichés or
attempts to short circuit Anna’s lament. Anna comes to the conclusion that the only thing that she can do is
face life one second, one step, one moment, one choice at a time. For Anna, the way forward, was to “do
the next right thing.”
The next right thing. It will not be the quick fix solution that we desperately seek, but it is what gives us
purpose for today as we “stumble towards the light,” (as the song says). The next right things are the ones
that we often overlook because we are too busy “swinging for the fences” instead of settling for a base hit.
All Jesus asks of us is to shine our little lights wherever we are. Just light up your little corner the world
with love and kindness, and it will be enough. If you need to borrow someone’s light for a while, that’s what
the body of Christ is here for. There’s no judgement if your light has been snuffed out. I’ve been there. We
all have.
The next right thing for me this morning was to turn off the TV, close the Facebook app, drink the rest of
my tea in silence, take some deep breaths, and get out the broom. I am reminded of Jesus’ words to his
disciples, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The
faith that sustains me says that God is working towards the reconciliation and renewal of all things, on
earth, and in heaven, and in all of creation. May the Spirit who renews the face of the earth (Psalm 104:30)
be your light and guide your next steps.
Grace & Peace, Ben ><>
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COORDINATING COUNCIL NEWS
After years of dedicated service, ensuring that issues involving
our church property are promptly taken care of, Robert Russell
has retired from heading that effort.
We need someone to coordinate property maintenance by
chairing the Property Ministry Team. The Property Team has
separated from the Stewardship Team, and other individuals are
continuing to serve to help with the tasks involved, so it is not a
solo effort.
Our current bylaws have been in effect for more than ten years, and it is time to review and update the
them. This is not an overhaul, but instead tweaking and clarifying language and making needed updates in
content. As our church staff positions and some of our ministry teams' tasks have evolved over the years,
and with the change in location, the language of the document needs to be updated. Ruby Brower has
consented to chair the task force, but we need some fresh eyes for input and review.
Your efforts to help with either of these small groups is appreciated. Please contact me
at alitrus@ksu.edu or 785-564-0267 if you have any questions about helping with these efforts.
In Him,
Alice Trussell. Coordinating Council Chair

2020 CROP HUNGER WALK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th
JOIN US IN ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP AT

A

TIME

Sponsored by Church World Service (CWS)
October will soon be here and the CROP Hunger Walks are happening in a new way! To keep everyone
safe and healthy, Walks are going virtual – walking alone or with immediate family outdoors. Or you
can do a virtual walk in your home counting steps or watching TV.
CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service, especially
grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts around the world. Donations help to provide food and
water, as well as resources that empower people to meet their own needs - from seeds and tools, to
wells and water systems, to technical training and micro-enterprise loans.
In addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose to return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises
to hunger-fighting programs in its own community. The Manhattan/Ogden CROP Hunger Walk will
donate 10% to the Flint Hills Breadbasket, 10% to the Ogden House Hunger Fund, and 5% to the
Manhattan Community Garden Program.
Make a special offering for putting on your tennis shoes and walking on Sunday, October 4th AND in
thanksgiving for the food you will eat that day. To access our First Christian Church Team go
to https://www.crophungerwalk.org/manhattanks/Team/View/135399 and register as a physical or virtual
walker and/or make a donation. Or make a donation to one of the already registered walkers. Checks
can also be left at the church office or mailed to 3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503 with
CROP Hunger Walk in the memo line.
“I used to pray that God would feed the hungry, (or do this or that), but now I pray that he will guide me
to do whatever I’m suppose to do, what I can do.” St. Mother Teresa
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YOUTH & DISCIPLESHIP NEWS
TRUTH YOUTH GROUP
March was the last time the youth had an in-person activity. March was also
the last time we had a food collection for the Flint Hills Breadbasket. Let’s
bring both of them back…kinda. In August, the youth decided they wanted
to do a monthly “Breadbasket Drive.”
On the second Sunday of each month starting September 13th, the youth
will be picking up donations. How it will work: email Lukus Ebert,
lukuse12@gmail.com, your address, or you can call and chat with the
Amazing Marian. Set out your donations on your porch on the day of the
pickup before 1 pm. We will take care of the rest. Any non-perishable food
item would be appreciated. Although if you’re not sure what to
give and are looking for ideas according to their website “items
most needed right now include: Bottled Juice, Crackers,
Baked Beans, Hamburger Helper, Mac & Cheese Dinners,
Canned Meat
Keep an eye out for the next newsletter, where there will be a
reminder and an update of the amount donated from the month
prior. Thank you all so much for your love and support of the
youth. They are excited to help start up the food offering ministry.
Lukus Ebert, Ministry Intern

BOOK STUDY RESUMES SEPTEMBER 14
The book selection for the Fall Book Study is a New York Times Bestseller, The
Radium Girls by Kate Moore. Kate Moore’s gripping narrative about the betrayal
of the radium girls—gracefully told and exhaustively researched—makes this a
nonfiction classic. The Curies’ newly discovered wonder drug shines bright in
the otherwise dark years of the First World War, and hundreds of young girls toil
amid the glowing dust of the radium dial factories—until they begin to fall
mysteriously ill. As the factories try to cover up the shocking secret, these
determined “shining girls” suddenly find themselves embroiled in one of the
biggest scandals of America’s early 20th century. The Radium Girls illuminates
the courage and tenacity of these incredible women, whose determination to
fight back led to life-changing regulation, advanced nuclear research, and
ultimately saved thousands of lives.
Meeting time:
Where:

Mondays at 10:30—11:30 a.m.
Likely Zoom - depend on COVID health regulations

Contact Person: Mickey Bogart (mickeybogart@yahoo.com) if you would like to join in or would like
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OUR FCC CHURCH LIFE
CAN YOU SEW?
Kansas Christian Home, Newton, the home of our faith friends Floyd and
Phyllis Price, has a continued need for masks. They need surgical face
masks, used by their 100 employees, that can be purchased at local
stores. The 65 residents use the home sewn masks. If you are able to
donate surgical masks, or are willing to sew masks they would be grateful
for your gift. You can drop masks off in the church office during the month
of September and we will mail them. You can send a package to Kansas
Christian Home, 1035 SE Third Street, Newton, KS 67114. Or, you can
write a check to FCC with Kansas Christian Home in the memo line.
Pictured are masks made by Pat McReynolds; then, knowing the sooner
KCH got masks, the better, she and Bill were kind enough to deliver those, plus more, to Kansas
Christian Home.

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! To all who

have helped
prepare lunches for our childcare staff and
children! What a fantastic team! Debi Rogers
has kept us organized with monthly
schedules and up-dated recipes. Barb King
has coordinated with Cassie, calculated
quantities and purchased groceries. Our
fabulous cooks include Ruby Brower, Debi Rogers, Cindy and Ken Garwick, Tresa Landis, Ashley
VanGilder, Kathy Maxwell, Barb King, Linda Uthoff, Marilyn Masterson, Ruth Dyer, Alice Trussell, Linda
Gallagher, Kathy Huntzinger, and Kay Stith. All of the meals are delicious, hearty, and healthy. The children and staff are so very appreciative. It truly takes a village to feed our children and staff.
We work in His name, Pam Russell

The Kansas Disciples Women’s Cookbook benefits the Jones
Lodge construction project at Camp Tawakoni and is filled with
over 640 recipes from Disciples in the Kansas Region and
beyond. The history of the Disciples Center and some photos
from the camp are included. To obtain a copy contact Debi
Rogers (derogers@ksu.edu). The cookbooks cost $17.00. Make
checks payable to “Christian Church in Kansas” with “cookbook”
in the memo line. Debi will collect the money and distribute
the cookbooks in the Manhattan area.
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RECONCILIATION MINISTRY
RECONCILIATION SUNDAY
Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry allow your
communities and your congregations to ensure the
human dignity of every child, to ensure all have access to
Christ’s abundance, to fully flourish in education, and
financial stability, and friendships across God’s human
diversity. Won’t you join the chorus in shouting out
Hosana, Hosana blessed are we who come in the name
of the Lord. Thank you for your generosity.

ABOUT THE SPECIAL OFFERING
The Special Offering is used to fund our Church’s
mission imperative to become a pro-reconciling and
anti-racist church utilizing experiential education,
inclusive worship, and intentional dialogue. Our efforts to
promote healing, relationship, and restoration in the whole family of God are enlivened by funds from this
offering. Through it we are able to provide programs for leadership development, curriculum for dialogue
and learning, and partnerships within the Church and our communities.
Recent events have reignited the conversation about human brokenness evidenced in the sin of racism
and perpetuated in our institutional structures and systems. Your generous giving to Reconciliation
Ministry is transforming lives and strengthening Christ’s witness in the world showing that we love one
another, even as Christ continues to love us!
Donations on behalf of emergency grants to support impacted communities and
congregations toward healing of racial unrest can be directed to the
Reconciliation Annual Fund/Racial Justice Response.

WHY HAVE A SPECIAL OFFERING?
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a history dating from the 1960s of sharing our resources to
address the racism of our society and the racism within our own church. We have called this process the
Reconciliation Ministry.
We receive this offering in the fall and use the funds throughout the year to give grants to the
pro-reconciliation/anti-racism initiative to organize and dismantle systems and structures that perpetuate
this sin of division within the Church.
The 2020 Vision adopted by our church names this work as one of the four priorities of our mission
together as a whole church. This voluntary annual offering is the only source of funding for this ministry.
The form of this ministry may be changing,
but the need for addressing racism has never been more obvious.
As the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) lives into its identity as a “movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world” contributions to this offering facilitate camp and conference and leadership
development opportunities as well as programs for dialogue across differences that promote life-giving
community within our beloved church and among the whole family of God.
You can donate online at https://reconciliationministry.org/give/ or
give through First Christian, with the notation on your offering “Reconciliation Offering.”
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DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
SAVE the DATE!
KANSAS DISCIPLES WOMEN
VIRTUAL FALL RETREAT
FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 2ND & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD
Clergywomen from across our region and beyond will present on
spiritual disciplines. You can log on for as long as you like, or
come and go to whatever sessions interest you.
The schedule and registration information will be shared when
the site is available. There is no cost to participate in the retreat,
but or planning purposes, registration will be required.
Although Kansas Disciples Women will not be holding our fall retreat at Tawakoni, the needs at
Disciples Center continue. In lieu of the paper goods typically brought to the camp during retreat,
consider a financial contribution this year to the camp. Checks may be mailed to the Christian
Church in Kansas, 2914 SW McVicar Avenue, Topeka, KS 66611-1787 or can be given online at the
website, www.kansasdisciples.org/camp-tawakoni. If you choose to mail your check, please mark
Disciples Center in the memo line.

2020-21 DWF YEARBOOKS

ARE

HERE!

If you have not picked up your copy, stop by the church office; if you
are unable to do that, call the church office, 776-8790, and your
book will be delivered or mailed to you.
Many thanks to Deb Marfield for her outstanding work of
putting this booklet together.
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FROM CRADLES TO CRAYONS CHILDCARE
We are adjusting to new schedules with a number of our staff returning to classes at K-State,
schedules are changing on a daily basis. Our full time teachers have been adjusting to the varying
changes like champs.
We are still recruiting for full and part time assistant teachers and hoping to open our last toddler room
soon.
The children are thriving and have been enjoying being able to be outside more with the cooler weather
as well as doing a lot of activities within the classrooms, including a lot of art and painting exploration.
We have had several new children start in our Investigators preschool classroom and have had a
couple children leave for kindergarten or moving away from Manhattan.
We are continuing to navigate and implement additional protocols due to COVID.
We greatly appreciate all of the members who are providing meals and Debi Rogers and Barb King for
coordinating and grocery shopping. Also a big thank you to Dave Rogers on the extra time that payroll
has taken as we add more part-time staff.
Cassie Anderson, Director
From Cradles to Crayons Childcare
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REGIONAL CHURCH NEWS
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021
Dear Church:
We write to you in unprecedented times to share some unprecedented news: In a special called
meeting of the General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) via Zoom on Sunday, July 19,
2020, the board voted to cancel the 2021 General Assembly originally scheduled for July 31-Aug. 4, 2021,
in Louisville, KY.
This was not a decision that was made lightly. After many weeks of prayer, investigation and long
discussion, it became obvious to us that we needed to act in the best interests of the Church going forward.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made travel and large gatherings ill-advised until the situation becomes more
stable.
We have worked closely with staff to explore all our options. Regional ministers and presidents of the general ministries were consulted as well. All of us were united in our desire to keep our members safe. When
we took the situation to the Administrative Committee, they, too, were in agreement it would be best to not
gather in person next summer. The health and safety of our church family is far too important to risk meeting in an environment when we can’t be sure that everyone will be safe.
Deciding now to cancel the event, even as we don’t know yet know what next summer will bring, is also an
act of stewardship for the Church. There will be financial implications to cancelling, but had we proceeded
in planning an event which needed to be cancelled at a later date, or one which was only sparsely attended,
we might have incurred even greater expense.
We join you in grieving the loss of this beloved event. While w have some mourning to do before we can
begin to find a way forward, we also see this as an opportunity: an opportunity to take a collective deep
breath, an opportunity to listen courageously to the Holy Spirit, an opportunity to imagine new ways of
gathering and doing business together as a church.
We know you may have many questions and thoughts about this situation, and so we
invite you to register for a live conversation tomorrow evening, via Zoom and also streamed
to Facebook and YouTube. In that conversation, we will share more about the process by which we arrived
at this decision and reflect on the opportunities this change offers us. If you aren’t able to join us, the recording of the session will be available on the General Assembly website. You are also welcome to send your
questions to news@disciples.org. We’ll be gathering up the most common questions and sharing responses
later this week on the General Assembly website.
Even in these difficult days, and maybe more so in these difficult days, we are united in our conviction that
God is with us. Over these past several months, we have often prayed together using the words of Romans
8:38-39, which would have been our theme scripture at the General Assembly: There is nothing that can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
We know this to be true.
With gratitude
Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President
Stephanie Kendell, First Vice Moderator
Clyde Hunt, Moderator Elect
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Belva Brown Jordan, Moderator
Néstor Gómez, Second Vice Moderator

ALL ABOUT US

I would like to say a word of thanks to our Youth
for the enjoyable Soup Supper/Talent Show with
the basket auction. I was lucky enough to win
one of those baskets and we are still enjoying
the contents! Thanks also to all the wonderful
church folks who sent me birthday cards. That
was so heartwarming, and very appreciated.
Love, Connie Sink

September 1

Danielle Trego

September 7

Don Stuteville

September 9

Alonna Finn

September 16

Lisa Berggren

September 22

Marilyn Masterson
Bill McReynolds
Evan Russell

As I write this, Sharon is at hospice house. We
all are spending as much time as we can with
her and cherishing this precious time
together. As you can imagine, we haven't really
had time to do a lot of individual thank you's. To
the friends and family who have reached out in
love and support of Sharon, Leonard, and their
family during this difficult time we would like to
express our sincere appreciation of each of you.
Your prayers, gifts, cards, calls, and messages
have brought us great comfort over the
past few months. Thank you so much.
CJ Purvis, for the Purvis Family

September 24

David Jones

September 27

Pat Schuldt

September 30

Lora Boyer
Leonard Purvis

CONGRATULATIONS!
Evelyn and William Richardson are
celebrating their 70th wedding
anniversary September 2.

2020 TAWAKONI GALA
This
FLINT HILLS BREAD BASKET

PLEASE HELP OTHERS !!!
 Make a financial donation

by visiting their website:
flinthillsbreadbasket.org
Click “How to Help” and then
Donate"
 Mail a check to 905 Yuma
Street, Manhattan, KS 66502,

fall the TAWAKONI VIRTUAL GALA &
AUCTION will be held to support the programs and facilities of Tawakoni Center, our
the regional camp and conference center. Donations are being collected for the online auction to be held November 7-14. Be thinking of
what items you might have/create, or gift certificate you might wish to donate. Donations are
requested by Friday, October 16. If you need
a letter verifying 501 (C) (3) status for any donation, please contact Debi Rogers.

 If you are out and want to

drop off a bag of food they
are open for donations:
Monday - Friday, 8:00-12:00.
Thank you for your generosity!

WE LOVE CAMP TAWAKONI!
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3001 GRAND MERE PARKWAY, M ANHATTAN, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Senior Minister: Ben Hitzfeld
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
Ministry Intern, Youth Focus: Lukus Ebert
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Cassie Anderson
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Alice Trussell
Vice-Chair: Debi Rogers
Secretary: Ruby Brower
Financial Secretary: Lukus Ebert
Treasurer: Patty Duffy
Trustee Chair: John Uthoff
Elder Co-Chairs: Mickey Bogart
Robert Russell
Deacon Chair: John Trussell
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Discipleship: Linda Gallagher
Fellowship: Renate Woodmansee
Local & Global Outreach: Cindy Garwick
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
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Bill McReynolds
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