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“Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus says,“for they
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will be called the children of God”

STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

DEAR GOD, YOU MADE us ALL DIFFERENTLY, WITH DIFFERENT
OPINIONS, DIFFERENT PASSIONS, DIFFERENT GIFTS, AND DIFFERENT
LIFE CIRCUMSTANCES. THANK YOU FOR THIS BLESSING OF SUCH
VARIETY AND FOR YOUR HELP TO PRACTICE PATIENCE AND BUILD
PEACE—TO LOVE YOUR CREATION AND EVERY BEING WITHIN IT—NOT
DESPITE OUR DIFFERENCES, BUT BECAUSE OF THEM.

AMEN.

This is the world the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad in it!

A Word From Laurie….
It is a beautiful time of year to live in Manhattan! We had perfect
weather for the Block Party! The afternoon included a great
crowd, fabulous music, scouts bearing gifts of pumpkins, all the
yard games anyone could imagine, our bounce house, and
food. One of the scout dads even brought his drone so we could
see it all from a bird’s eye view. The good news is the neighbors
are already looking forward to next year. Check out the photos
on the next page showing all the fun we had!
As energizing as October has been – November is sure to
please. The first Sunday of the month is All Saint’s Sunday
when we will light candles on the Communion Table in memory
of those who have gone ahead of us since our last All Saints
Day. There will also be candles available for the congregation to
light in celebration of someone we remember in love. We will have a celebration pot luck on Thanksgiving
Sunday for our annual emphasis on Stewardship. Then, we will begin our Advent series, Reflecting the
Sacred based on Richard Rohr’s book, The Universal Christ. Can you believe it is time to start thinking
about Advent and planning Christmas!
On a Regional scale, the Tawakoni Disciples Center’s annual Gala and Auction was a big success.
Thanks to Debi and Dave Rogers, Regional Moderator – Ruby Brower, Do Day quilters, and everyone else
who contributed time, energy and resources to make the fundraiser a success. The Regional Board met at
our church, in October. Thanks to all who rearranged tables and helped with food. Many attending had not
been to our church before and were excited to see it. And we continue to pray for Regional Minister, Ken
Marston as he recuperates from surgery.
Our Bible Study each Wednesday will begin a holiday break after our last fall session on November 16.
The book of Genesis has been enlightening. The food, the conversation, the time together in the scriptures
has been amazing. I am looking forward to starting up again January 18. The spring session will be a book
from the New Testament. Even if you can only come once, you will enjoy the experience.
We are truly blessed to be on this Christian journey together. I am learning more about how wonderful
this congregation is – each and every day. It is such a privilege to be in ministry alongside you.
Happy Thanksgiving!

See you at the Table!
Laurie

Sermons
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27
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“I’ll Stop Hurting When It Feels Better” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
“Now God—Make it So” Isaiah 65:17-25
“Ending to Begin Again” Colossians 1:11-20
“An Unexpected Hour”
Matthew 24:36-44

Grand Mere Block Party 2022
Bounce House, Music, Pumpkins, Games, But Most of All
Joyful Fellowship!
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Coordinating Council
I hope that each of you have been taking the time to stop and enjoy the beautiful change of seasons that is
happening now, accompanied by gorgeous sunrises and spectacular sunsets. The Lord has provided us
with an amazing world.
If you are ready to take a breather, I understand. October was
a busy month at FCC. I won’t cover everything, but I do want
to thank Laurie for all her efforts to help us organize and
carryout our first block party. I was out of town but understand
that it was attended by approximately 75 of our neighbors
(from all over the area – that expansive Jesus definition of
neighbor). Congratulations to all involved.
Our new director of From Cradles to Crayons, Ali Braun, has hit the ground running. She is an amazing
young woman, if you haven’t met her yet. We are blessed that she was willing and able to step into this
role with little time for preparation. We are looking for a grant writer who can devote energy to applying for
childcare grants. If you, or someone you know, have this skill set or are interested in acquiring it, please
talk with Dave Rogers or Tresa Landis.
You should have received a letter from the Stewardship Ministry Team, regarding your estimated giving for
2023. This is an important part of our annual pledge to support our budget, allowing us to continue and
begin new projects and activities. Yes, we do enjoy good food – please plan to join us on November 20
for another potluck to celebrate with Stewardship.
Advent begins November 27, as we prepare our lives to once again receive the Christ Child.

Debi Rogers, Coordinating Council Chair

Thanksgiving Potluck
November 20!
On Stewardship Sunday November 20, we’ll all gather
following worship for a potluck in Fellowship Hall.

Bring a dish or two, enough to share with visitors who
may join us that day. The most important thing to bring
is yourself! Your fellowship is the best part of our
potlucks. (Well, the food is quite excellent also.)
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Discipleship Ministry Team
Monday Morning Book Study
Book Study ended the fall session at the end of October and will resume on January 9,
discussing Black Cake, A Novel by Charmaine Wilkerson. The plot involves two
estranged siblings delving into their mother’s hidden past—and how it all connects to
her traditional Caribbean black cake. The book is a family saga, “a character-driven,
multigenerational story meant to be savored.” For this study, it will be necessary to
read the entire novel before that first session in January. Mickey Bogart will have more
details, mickeybogart@gmail.com

Discipleship Sunday School Class News
On November 6, the Discipleship Sunday School class will commence a new
study. We will be using the new DVD series, “The Apocryphal Jesus.” The
canonical Bible is one of the most influential books in all of Western history.
David Brakke, Professor of History at The Ohio State University, will provide
excellent leadership and lead us through the New Testament with all of its
many gaps and contradictions. And we will see that much of what we know
about Jesus today actually comes from apocryphal gospels, letters, and much
more. We will explore the stories and ideas that shaped the foundations of
Christian thought and continue to influence Christianity today. Come join
us, Sundays at 9:30

Supper and Study
Join us for Bible study each Wednesday evening.
We enjoy a light supper at 5:30 pm followed at 6 pm
with a discussion of the Book of Genesis led by
Laurie. The last session for this fall study will be on
November 16, and will then resume January 18 with
a New Testament study.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - HELP FROM HOME!
Bilingual volunteers needed! Connect hurricane survivors with cleanup
assistance! In response to Hurricane Fiona, Week of Compassion is
seeking volunteers to work with our partner, Crisis Cleanup, to help
staff a call center. Volunteers will receive calls from survivors through a
web-based platform and enter their needs on an interactive map used
to coordinate volunteer cleanup teams. For more information and to
respond, contact Week of Compassion.
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Stewardship Ministry Team
Our Stewardship Ministry Team views its charge as being
broad, yet very focused, not simply to raise money, but to
also elevate the faith and spiritual growth of each member
of our church family. Through short-term and long-term
financial planning we try to be intentional as we facilitate
a congregation-wide planning effort to support our
church’s annual budget and also focus on long-term
giving. In other words, we try to provide input, direction,
and encourage/guide philanthropic stewardship for our
church family throughout the year.
Let me focus on the present and the Estimate of Giving card that we recently received in the mail.
Basically, stewardship of our financial resources is a commitment to God and ultimately is a celebration
of the witnessing of our faith.
True stewardship is Christ-centered, never about us, but about God. Stewardship is Trust and
Faith-Centered. We should manage our individual and corporate resources wisely and faithfully. And
finally, effective stewardship is Love-empowered. God’s love empowers us to live a spiritually abundant
and meaningful life. Effective stewardship of our treasures transforms the way we think, the way we
plan, and the way we act.
Our desire is to have our church family seek to be a community that is centered in the message and life
of Christ. Certainly our tithes and gifts are needed to support our normal operating expenditures, and the
various missions of our Ministry teams. It is also needed to offer meaningful and inspirational worship
services, to support fellowship activities throughout the year, and provide appropriate educational
resources for adults, youth, children, and our child care mission. Also, a large and important portion of
our annual budget supports our Local and Global Outreach Missions. And of course, we have significant
insurance, financial, property, salary/payroll expenses, and a significant debt associated with the
construction of our church.
Jesus’ words “Follow me” are an ethical challenge, not just a warm sentiment. We need to consider the
abundance of our personal resources, celebrate a Christ-led Courage, and make a commitment to grow
spiritually and develop a deeper unity with our Christian sisters and brothers.

As you consider the biblical concept of stewardship and pledging your treasures to our church in 2023,
please ponder and pray about your personal understanding of stewardship as you complete your
Estimate of Giving card. Ask yourself how you can personally become more supportive of our church’s
missions, how you can partner with others of our faith family, and reach out to our community with the
love of Christ.
Please return your Estimate of Giving card by November 20 (during any worship service, drop it off at
the office, or by mail to the church office, 3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503). Working
together, FCC can make a tremendously positive impact in our community and in the world.
Richard R. Gallagher, Chair of Stewardship Ministry Team
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
Let’s Help Make the Holidays Special!
.

Manhattan is a community where we care for
each other. Part of that care is the Flint Hills
Breadbasket tradition of offering Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets to households who need the
support to have a special holiday meal. This year the
breadbasket support will look different. Holiday food
will be available in their pantry starting November 14.
This will allow families to choose what foods their
family will most enjoy. Changing the distribution
method and the increased need makes our gifts even
more essential.
November 13 is FCC food collection day for the
Flint Hills Breadbasket. Lets double last month’s
collection and give at least 100 lbs. to help ensure
that all can enjoy a holiday meal.

FCC Will Participate In The Veterans Day Parade!
Join us on November 11 as the Flint Hills Veterans Day Parade proceeds along Poyntz Avenue "From the
Mall to City Hall" (Manhattan Town Center Mall, 3rd Street and Poyntz to City Hall, 11th and Poyntz.) The
parade begins at 9:30 am and ends at 11:00 am with a ceremony in Peace Auditorium.
Veteran Bill McReynolds will be driving our bus, which we hope to fill with those who have served their
country and their families. Ann Foster is coordinating this activity, including decorating the bus. Details
about boarding the bus will be announced closer to the event. So if you want to ride, please call the
church office.
While many realize that Veterans Day, which always
falls on November 11, is a day to honor our Veterans,
few realize the historical significance behind the day.
Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on
November 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end of
hostilities of World War I, which occurred on the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. In 1926,
Congress passed a resolution establishing the annual
observance, and November 11 became a national
holiday in 1938. Veterans Day pays tribute to all
American veterans—living or dead—but especially
gives thanks to living veterans who served their
country honorably during war or peacetime.
The Manhattan Veterans Day parade is our State's largest celebration of service. It allows the public to
show their support for those who served on our nation’s most visible stage. The Flint Hills Veterans
Coalition sponsors it, working in partnership with the Kansas State Army ROTC, Ft. Riley, USO, and other
organizations.
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Church News
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to our
food booth at Pumpkin Patch! We raised $1,653.45
to benefit the missions of Disciples Women’s
Fellowship. The fundraiser was a big success
because of the support of each of you. We are
fortunate to have so many devoted volunteers. May
God bless each of you and bless the missions that
will be supported by this event

-

.

DWF Cabinet

Pictured in the DWF Booth at the 2022
Pumpkin Patch Lt-Rt: Linda Gallagher,
Pam Russell, Deb Marfield, and Linda
Uthoff. The FCC workers were quite
pleased with the new location in the
Manhattan Town Center Mall and hope
that it is used again next year.

Update - Lower level Youth Room
Dave Woodmansee reports - Since getting the area downstairs cleaned up, not much
progress to report other than I did meet with Steve to discuss the order in which work should
be done, and who we can reach out to for estimates on materials and labor for various
portions of the work. Steve suggested we get the walls framed up first, then hire a licensed
electrician to get the existing lights moved and new electrical outlets/switches installed.
Then, once that is done, we can hire an experienced painter to come in and get the ceiling
area painted black. Following all of that, we can sheetrock, install doors, paint walls, and trim
everything out. I have not yet reached out to anyone for estimates, but have that on my to do
list. It will take some time. The key thing to note at this time is that once we do have
estimates on what everything will cost, we will have to raise the money before work
can begin as there is no money allocated in our current church budget for this
project.

Page 8

-

Scouting News

Dr. David Upchurch and Dr. Melissa
Upchurch, KSU Veterinarians, are
pictured with Pack 76 Bear and Webelos
Scouts who are working on their Critter
Care Adventure and learning about
careers in the care of animals and all it
takes to become a veterinarian.

Our first-year Webelos learned how to safely
build a fire and prepared shepherd’s pie. It was
yummy with lots of cheese!

Grizzly Halloween October
weekend at Camp Brown
near Abilene, was so much
fun for our Cubs and their
leaders! It was a wonderful
weekend, campfire fun,
games, and working on
projects. All this, and the
weather was perfect too!
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From Cradles to Crayons Child Care
Ali Braun was recently named the director of From Cradles
to Crayons Childcare Center. She has been serving as our
assistant director under Rhianna Nelson, the previous director.
Ali is a graduate of K-State with a bachelor’s degree in
Early Childhood Education with an emphasis in special
education. Before joining the staff at From Cradles to Crayons,
she worked at another local childcare center. She is excited to
be getting the opportunity to try her absolute best to maintain a
high level of care for our children, keeping it one of the best in
Manhattan,
Ali is from Manhattan and spent her childhood here. This past
summer, she married her husband, Joe Braun. They have two
dogs that they enjoy taking on adventures and will soon be
beginning another adventure with a new baby.
There are a couple of other staff changes this month, the Explorers (1-year olds) welcomed Mrs Haley, lead
teacher and Miss Myra, her assistant.
Our enrollment remains steady. With the addition of two new infants in November, the infant room will be
full. There are four openings in the other rooms.
Welcome, Ali and new staff members to our team. We are excited to have you.

Heather Thomas made “Ants on a Log”
(celery stuffed with peanut butter and
dotted with raisins) for our From Cradles to
Crayons children. Nutritious and super fun
to eat.

The children enjoyed the day the cute little farm animals came to visit From Cradles to Crayons!
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All About Us

Debi and good friends at FCC,
Thanks a huge bunch for the Old Chicago card
which we redeemed right after church October
9. We love their fish and chips and we love you
even more for kindly remembering our
ministry. Fact is, it's been so long since we
actually were ministers at FCC, we've almost
forgotten. Thanks for the beautiful reminder.
- Ben and Carol

November 5

Pat McReynolds
Cindy Sink

November 7

Gregg Masterson

November 11 Ann Foster
November 13 Dustin Trego
November 16 Janet Webster
November 18 Fred Landis
November 20 Atlas Trego

Thank you to my faith family for helping make
the meeting of the regional board, CCK a huge
success. I sincerely appreciate Kathy Maxwell’s
ensuring we had food, for those who helped
at the church, and those who moved tables
and chairs. Working together we are mighty.
I am blessed. It is always a special treat to
showcase our beautiful church.
- Ruby K Brower,
Moderator CCK

November 28 Brett Jankord
Tresa Landis

Our Sympathy
We reach out in sympathy to
Barb King and all her family at
the death of her mother, Jean
Hein, on October 23.
Father, grant peace to those
we love but see no longer.
Amen.

Support Our Camps & Scholarships Fund
When you use HyVee grocery cards FCC gets a portion of what you spend
at the store! The cards are in $25 increments, work like a debit card and
may be purchased from Debi Rogers before or after worship. It costs you
nothing extra, and benefits our Camp and Conference Fund so much!
The Dillons Community Rewards program also benefits our youth program.
The last quarterly check FCC received from Dillons was for $125.38. This
represents a portion of what you spent on groceries at Dillons, when you
have selected FCC as recipient in their Rewards program!
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First Christian Church

3001 Grand Mere Parkway, Manhattan, KS 66503
(785) 776-8790

fccmanhattan.org

Minister: Rev. Laurie Lewis
Christian Education Director: Ashley VanGilder
From Cradles to Crayons Director: Ali Braun
Church Secretary: Marian Fuller
Custodian: Lori Teel
Property Co-Chairs: Fred Landis
John Trussell
Coordinating Council:
Chair: Debi Rogers
Vice-Chair: Grant Chapman
Recording Secretary: Ruby Brower
Trustee Chair: Bill McReynolds
Elder Chair: Mark Maxwell
Deacon Chair: Steve Jankord
Ministry Team Chairs:
Discipleship: Linda Uthoff
Fellowship Co-chairs: Marilyn Masterson
Kathy Maxwell
Local & Global Outreach: Ann Foster
Stewardship: Richard Gallagher
Worship & Spiritual Life: Pam Russell
TRUTH Youth Sponsor:
Bill McReynolds

laurie@fccmanhattan.org
ashley@fccmanhattan.org
director@fccmanhattan.org
marian@fccmanhattan.org
kstedybear@yahoo.com
felandis57@gmail.com
johnrtrussell@gmail.com
derogers@ksu.edu
theglobalchapman@gmail.com
rkb0620@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net
maxwellmark@sbcglobal.net
sjankord10@gmail.com
lindau3@yahoo.com
mastersonmarilyn@gmail.com
katmax324@gmail.com
ann.foster82@yahoo.com
rrgllghr@ksu.edu
prussell5656@gmail.com
billybob@twinvalley.net

Thanksgiving Offering Received at FCC on Sunday, November 4
The Thanksgiving Offering benefits
all the Colleges, Universities, and
Seminaries, and Divinity Houses
affiliated with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Education has
been an important focus for Disciples
since the very beginning of the
movement. Throughout our history,
Disciples have founded institutions of
higher learning to educate students
and form leaders to make a difference
in the world. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is still committed
to higher education. Your gift to the
Thanksgiving Offering helps support the education of thousands of students at our fifteen
colleges and universities as well as our seven seminaries and divinity houses.

