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Every year on the first Sunday in October Christians around the world
celebrate World Communion Sunday to remember that Jesus Christ
is the Head of the Church and that all denominations that
promote Christian unity are in a community of millions

STATEMENT OF
MISSION
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is
called to witness to all
humankind with a spiritual
vitality that embraces
inclusiveness and
Christ-like justice.
Therefore, we seek to be
a community that reaches
in to one another,
reaches up to God, and
reaches out to the world
with the love of
Jesus Christ.

of believers and worshippers.

HISTORY OF WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr, a pastor in Pittsburgh, came up with this
idea in 1933. Initially, it did not take hold, and people did not give
the day much thought.

With the Second World War came an

increased understanding of one’s mortality, and the spirit of this day
took hold and symbolized the effort of bringing the world together
spiritually.

An organization now known as the National Council

of Churches started

endorsing and promoting World Communion

Sunday, bringing together all denominations with a strong individual
spirit, just like the world we live in.

A Word From Laurie….
I can tell I am going to love autumn in Manhattan! What a great time
of year to sit out in the backyard and watch the sunset. Both of the
Big 12 “Purple People-eaters” are doing great. In fact, to celebrate K
State’s victory last week, the choir wore their purple stoles!
There are also wonderful ministries happening at church. This first
Sunday of October is World Communion Sunday, Pam and the
Worship Team have outdone themselves. The Table is beautiful!
The music is from all around the world, and we will come forward
with our offerings and to receive the Lord’s Supper. And, if I haven’t
said so lately, the choir is simply amazing. It is such a treat to hear
their beautiful harmonies. Our Praise Team will be performing this
Saturday at the Junction City Octoberfest! Last night we began our
Bible Study with a Polka Band rehearsal to entertain us. We are
truly blessed.
The 1st annual Grand Mere Block Party will be right after church on October 16tin our parking lot. We will
be responsible for hot dogs, cold water, and goodies. The Praise Team will be our entertainment, there will
be Corn Hole, Croquet, and other fun things to do. Plus, our Scout Troop will have pumpkins to take home
and little ones for the kids to try a little pumpkin art. What a great opportunity to meet our neighbors and to
let them know we want to be a big part of what goes on in our neighborhood.
On a Regional scale, the Tawakoni Disciples Center will be having their annual Gala and Auction on
October 15. If you have any questions, our own Debi Rogers is serving on the planning committee. The
Regional Board will also be meeting at our church, Saturday, October 22. Let Ruby Brower know if you
can help in some way.
I want to thank all the folks who are coming to Bible Study each Wednesday. The food is scrumptious, the
conversation stimulating, the friendship and laughter are true gifts – thank you!
My prayer for all of us is that we take a moment this month to realize how God through Christ is
transforming our church and our lives. It is awe-inspiring to see the Spirit dancing among us – giving us
life.
See you at the Table!
Laurie

Sermons
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

“My Teeth Grind on Gravel”
“Weltzschmerz”
“It’s My Truck—Give it Back!
“The Coincidence of Prayer”
“And Another Thing, God!”

Lamentations 1:1-6
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Luke 18:1-8
Luke 18:9-14
Hubakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4

Join Laurie for Supper and a
Study of Genesis
Join us for Bible study each Wednesday
evening. We enjoy a light supper at 5:30 pm
followed at 6 pm with a discussion of the
Book of Genesis led by Laurie. (Let the office
know if you have a need of child care.)
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Coordinating Council
Regularly scheduled meetings are back in full swing – Sunday morning classes, Thursday afternoon
coffee fellowship, men’s breakfast group, various women’s groups, Financial Peace, chancel choir, and
book study. We have a new “Supper and Sustenance” (light dinner and Bible study) on Wednesday
evenings. If you are interested in any of these, please feel free to join in!
Thanks to all those who participated in the September 24 planning meeting, and especially thanks to Grant
Chapman for facilitating. We had great discussions about what we see as Reaching In to one another,
Reaching Up to God, and Reaching Out to the world with the love of Jesus Christ, and how to use these
ideas to shape our projects for the next 15 months.
Looking toward 2023, the nominating committee has been formed. I want to thank Mark Maxwell, Leonard
Purvis, Ken Stith, Steve Jankord, Kathy Huntzinger, Deb Marfield, Barb King, Michael Hwang, and Doug
Myers for agreeing to serve. Please give a prayerful response if you are asked to serve in our Servant
Leadership.
October will be another busy month. October 5-7 and 7-9 are Kansas Disciples Women’s retreats.
October 9 is Minister Appreciation Sunday, our chance individually and as a congregation to express
gratitude to Laurie Lewis, Ben Duerfeldt, and Christian Watkins. October 8-9 is the virtual auction for the
Tawakoni Gala, October 15 is the in-person Gala. October 15 is also the Pumpkin Patch. October 16 is
the Grand Mere block party. On October 22 is the Regional Board will be meeting in Fellowship Hall.
We’ll end the month with a brief congregational meeting and potluck on October 30.
Hopefully I didn’t miss anything!
Debi Rogers, Coordinating Council Chair

Minister Appreciation
Minister Appreciation Day on the second Sunday in October reminds us
to recognize the work of ministers, pastors, and priests in the United
States. This national day is celebrated as part of National Clergy Month,
which observed every October.
We will formally express our gratitude to our current minister Laurie
Lewis, retired minister Ben Duerfeldt, and Campus Pastor, Christian
Watkins on Minister Appreciation Sunday, October 9, but all this month
we can:

•
•
•
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Pray for our ministers
Write a note – Thank Laurie, Ben and Christian for their outstanding
service and compassion
Volunteer to help them when we can!

Church News
What Do Those Finance People Do Anyway?
You might be surprised to know daily what goes on in the church finance office. Here’s a typical “day in the
life” to give you some insight. On the 15th of every month, without fail, Dave Rogers prepares payroll for
our church and childcare staff (some months, I help). The task requires attention to detail, knowledge of
current payroll procedures, practices, and deadlines, and, just as importantly - the ability to know what
questions to ask to get it right. In September, 31 employees received a paycheck. Think about businesses
you know that have that many employees. There were 4 new employees to add to the accounting and
banking systems; 2 employees left the childcare; 1 was promoted, and 1 went from part-time to full-time.
The latter 2 earned wage increases. Federal and state payroll taxes and withholdings are required to be
paid the middle of the month. Oh, did I mention that there was a holiday in this pay period? Elizabeth
Jankord comes in regularly to pay the bills, and the three of us frequent conversations on financial procedures, for example how to best manage the church credit cards.
Leonard Purvis pitches in to help Dave, Elizabeth, and I to keep everything moving as smoothly as possible. Be assured that considerable time, talent, and a strong sense of fiduciary duty all contribute to this
effort. FCC is a $1.4 million operation and merits being managed accordingly. I’d be remiss if I didn’t add
that we would be in a much different place if it were not for Dave’s considerable business acumen, his “get
‘er done” attitude, and his generous spirit. Please take a moment to thank him for everything he does to
keep the wheels on and moving together.
It’ll soon be time for annual budget preparation and our next stewardship campaign. As a body, we
continue to underfund the yearly budget. It’s critically important to understand that when we fully fund the
budget, we have the resources to do things now. Improvements to the basement for the youth room,
adding a full-time associate pastor, paying off the DCEF note early, and breaking ground on the next
building phase - can be done. Fully funding the budget gives us Financial Peace so we can Live and Give
to fulfill our mission in our community and beyond!
As you prayerfully consider what support you’ll contribute next year, remember that all we have belongs to
God. We’re caretakers, and God only asks us to return a small portion. Let’s make the decision to do that
in thanksgiving for all that God has done for us!
In Christian Service,
Tresa Landis, Finance Committee Chair

5th Sunday - October 30
Brief Congregational Meeting after
worship followed by a Potluck Dinner!
Bring a main dish and side/or dessert
to share, if you are able, or just come.
We always have more than enough food!
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Reflections Of A Member
Why is Tithing So Hard?
By Bill McReynolds
When I was a kid (somewhere around seven or eight) my father tried to
explain tithing to me by giving me ten pieces of licorice. Then he said, "Those
are yours, but one of them belongs to God." I replied, "Why would God want a
piece of licorice?" That eventually led to "He's God! He can make as much
licorice as he wants!" Eventually, Dad gave up.
Since then I have traveled the world and seen what can be done, on God's
behalf, by those who have access to some of our tithes and offerings. I get it, now. I understand.

But that didn't make it any easier to tithe.
Tithing seems to be one of the biggest problems for Christians, in terms of doing what God asks of us.
Well, there's that pesky 'love thy neighbor' business, but let's not get distracted. That's an easy way to
avoid the issue of tithing. We get distracted and think about other things.
In the Hebrew culture it was very open and simple. All they had to do was take their piece of licorice to
the temple and turn it over to the priests, who then did a ritual and they were done. Their sins were
forgiven. They could go on about their day without having to think about it anymore. At least, until they
sinned again. God had been given his due and everything was great.
Then Jesus came along and rocked the boat. He gave away forgiveness for practically nothing,
depending on how much value you give to repentance. I know repentance has cost me what seemed like
an arm and a leg, on occasion.
And then, on top of that, I was still expected to sacrifice some of my hard-earned money by giving it to
the church. What was up with that? I had bills to pay! I needed to put food on the table! If I didn't pay my
rent my landlord would throw me out on the street! I had to put gas in my car to get to and from work! And
ten percent of what I made was peanuts! That little bit of money couldn't do squat for anybody in
Ethiopia, or wherever, and I needed it for all that stuff I just mentioned!
[Sound of phonograph needle scraping across grooves]
Ten percent of what I made was peanuts.
Oops.
What changed my mind about all this consisted of exactly three things. The first was an assignment I had
in a class where I had to chart every penny I spent every month, and what I spent it on. I'll get to the
others in a bit.
What I found was that I spent a lot of money on things I didn't actually need. When I say I didn't actually
need it, I'll give you some examples. I worked hard so I occasionally gave myself a treat. After all, I
deserved it, right? There was a place that made really good coffee so I'd get a cup. Sure, it cost five
bucks but it was really good coffee and I enjoyed it a lot. Then there was that time at Home Depot, where
they had a sale on an electric screwdriver that would make things a lot easier when I had a screw to drive
or remove. I already had a screwdriver, but faster and easier seemed important, somehow. I could have
ridden a bike to work, but a car would be faster, so I got a car. There was nothing wrong with my clothes,
but they were old and I wanted to be in style. I liked candy bars. I liked going to movies. I took the towel
that I had just used to wipe clean water off of my freshly-bathed body and tossed it in the laundry, where
more water and soap would be used to "clean" it. I could have put on sweats and been comfortable, but I
turned the thermostat up. The list went on and on.
Continued page 7....
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Reflections Of A Member
Continued………...
did not like this assignment. I did not like having to acknowledge that I spent a lot of my money on things I
could actually do without, if I'd just make the decision to do without them and alter my lifestyle a bit.
I noticed that, in concert with millions of other people I was making other people rich. The people and
companies that supplied all those "necessities" were rolling in dough and I was still as poor as a church
mouse.
I also noticed that when that part of my expenditures that could be marked as frivolous or wasteful got
added up, it came to more than ten percent of my income.
Meanwhile, what I was doing to "tithe" was to open my billfold at church and remove ten percent of what
happened to be in it at the time.
So, basically, what I was doing was spending money on me first, and then giving some of whatever
happened to be left over to God.
I felt guilty about that. I didn't like feeling guilty. That was the second thing that impacted me.
The third thing that changed my mind about tithing was a talk on the Sunday where part of the service
(roughly a tenth?) was dedicated to stewardship. What the man said, basically, was: "Give to God first, up
front every month, before you spend a dime on anything else. You won't be sorry and you won't miss it. I
promise you that." He also said that, in his experience, when you did that good things happened to you. I'll
be honest. I discounted that part. "Good things" is such a vague notion, you know?
In a sense, he was going back to the Hebrew notion of taking that pigeon to the temple and giving it to the
priest and then going about your business, guilt-free.
So I started doing that. I just started. Boom.
Now, I'll continue to be honest. I didn't give ten percent of my income every month. I started much lower
than that. But I didn't miss it. And I wasn't sorry. Somehow my standard of living didn't drop dramatically.
Somehow I still had enough in my wallet to treat myself, occasionally. It wasn't as often as I'd been doing
before, but my health didn't miss that Big Mac and eventually those blockbuster movies show up on TV or
something like Netflix, which costs a lot less than going to the theater twice a month.
So, a few years later I bumped things up a little bit. I still wasn't at ten percent but I continued to not-miss
that contribution.
And what did God use my half-gnawed piece of
licorice for?
Well, when I stopped buying bottled water and refilled
bottles from the tap, someone else in the world got to
drink clean water for the first time in their lives. It's a
little thing for me, and a huge thing for them. Someone
who had lost everything in a flood or fire got a blanket
to sleep under in a safe place. Again, a little thing for
me, but really important to that tormented person. The
hungry get fed and the sick get treated. I'm not going
hungry and if I need medicine I can probably get it. And part of that goes to my church, which sits as a
beacon on a hill that may be seen by people looking for a place to go when they need spiritual help, or
want to get involved in something that can make the kind of differences mentioned above.
Those differences are the tip of the iceberg. Most of us know as much about what the ministry of the
church does outside our city as we know about how a nuclear reactor works. God does some amazing and
incredible things with the tithes and offerings we provide.
Continued page 8....
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Reflections Of A Member
Continued….
God is also responsible for everything we have. All the opportunities to use our time and talent to get an
education, to get a job, and to live as comfortably as most of us do came from God. We sometimes use
words like "fate" or "kismet" or "destiny" or "providence" but it's all God. As Christians we know that. It
started in Eden, continued with Christ, and we are the beneficiaries of it as you read this. I can't begin to
count the blessings God has heaped on my life.
And what does he ask in return?
All he wants is a piece of licorice. Just one piece.
So, once you've decided to just try it for a while and see how it goes, what then? How hard is it to do that?
It's not hard at all. You hop on your computer or phone and go to: www.fccmanhattan.org Once there, on
the right hand side is a button for "give". On the next page you click on "recurring" and you continue to fill
in the blanks required. You decide how much you want to start with and you're done. You have taken your
pigeon to the temple and you can go on about your day. You don't have to worry about it anymore. You
don't even have to think about it anymore.
You will not miss this money. It will not lessen your standard of living. Yes, you might have fewer cups of
over-priced coffee per month. You might go out to eat less often. You might have to keep driving your
perfectly-good-five-year-old car for a few more years instead of having a shiny new one. But you don't
really need those things in your life.
And if you start feeling sorry for yourself, then think about having to live in a cardboard box, or drink water
from a stream running with brown water. Think about having to wear the same clothes for a month at a
time. Think about having to walk everywhere you go, even when you're sick and weak from hunger. I have
seen all that, as I traveled the globe in my military career. Those things are real and they are common in
much of the world. Your offerings can do something to lessen the pain and suffering of other of God's
children.
And don't get sucked into the debate on what constitutes ten percent, and whether that ten percent can be
given in different places. That is a rabbit hole you don't have to go down. It's a distraction. Just start
somewhere and make it a habit.
Why is tithing so hard?
It isn't. If you just start doing it you'll find it's actually quite easy.

-
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Local and Global Outreach Ministry
Families Are So Grateful For Our Help
October 9 is the next FCC collection day for the Flint Hill Breadbasket.
This is a time to donate all you can to help folks in need. The most
needed items this week include meal building blocks for winter—
tomatoes (diced, stewed, paste, sauce), and potatoes (mashed). All
non-perishable food items; white and brown rice, beans (BBQ, pork &
beans), peanut butter, and canned meats are always welcome.
In September we collected 81 pounds of food. Can we double that?

Second Helping
Second Helping needs this month are cheese cracker packets and packages of napkins. Bring these
items to the church and put in the box on the second Sunday.
Volunteers are needed to make sack lunches on November 13 and December 11. If either of those
dates work for you, please contact Kara Chapman at 785-313-1140 to volunteer.

Manhattan CROP Hunger Walk
CROP Walk Sunday is October 2. Registration is at 1:30 pm and the Walk begins at 2:00. Walkers will
gather at First Presbyterian, 801 Leavenworth, and then walk around City Park, enjoying fellowship as
they learn about hunger issues and feel the joy of doing something to help others in dire need. If you
can’t walk but want to contribute, donation envelopes will be in the bulletin this Sunday for the offering
plate or leave in the church office.

PUMPKIN PATCH - Saturday, October 15, 2022
It’s time to put on our aprons and start baking. If desired, you may pick up a suggested Price List in
the church narthex located on the Pumpkin Patch poster. All homemade items need to be wrapped
securely and marked. The Riley County Health Department will NOT allow pumpkin or cream pies.
Your donated items may be brought to the church and left on the
designated table in Fellowship Hall. All items must be at the church
by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 14 or you may deliver your donated
items directly to the DWF booth in the Manhattan Town Center Mall
on Saturday of the event. At this time we do not know the location of
our booth, but we will share that information when it is available.
You may also donate cash to this fundraiser by placing your donation
in the designated envelopes that will be included in the Sunday
morning bulletins on October 9 and 16. Put your donation in the
offering tray or leave it in the church office.
We appreciate everyone’s support to make this another successful
fundraiser!
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From Cradles to Crayons Child Care
Let the Little Children Come
From Cradles to Crayons officially opened on Monday, September 19, 2019,
with a temporary license and five children. It wasn’t the robust opening that we
had anticipated. Delays with background checks and fingerprinting through the
Kansas Bureau of Investigation, as well as space issues that had to be worked
out between our facility architects and the State and local Fire Marshall’s
offices pushed the opening well beyond the mid-August target. Background
checks that usually take 10 – 14 business days ended up taking considerably longer. So much so that we
asked Senator Tom Hawk to step in on our behalf to encourage the agencies to move faster. Many of the
families who were scheduled to start in August found other care by the time we got the green light to open.
These first few rocky months could have dampened our enthusiasm for this mission. Still, with the
determination of many volunteers and the childcare director, little by little, everything started coming
together. We were granted our permanent license in November. The infant room was full by December, the
mixed-age toddler/preschool room was up and running, and we continued to field inquiries and tour
prospective families. Sharon Purvis generously prepared meals and snacks for children and staff every day
– yes – 5 days a week! We turned our attention to submitting applications that would allow us to accept
state, as well as military, subsidies for children of qualifying families. We started receiving referrals from
Raising Riley (raisingriley.com), and Child Care Aware of Kansas (childcareaware.org), and the teachers
decided on names for the classrooms. The infants are Discoverers; one year-olds are Explorers; two
year-olds are Adventurers; three year-olds are Inventors; and four year-olds are Investigators – very apt
descriptions of each level of development.
A Childcare Advisory Committee was formed to assist the director with administrative matters. Pam Russell
chairs the committee. The current members are Ashley VanGilder, Alicia Chaline, Renata Woodmansee,
Kathy Maxwell, Laurie Lewis, Minister; and Rhianna Nelson, childcare director. Feel free to reach out to any
of them with ideas, questions, or concerns that you might have about our childcare mission.
Next time: Coronavirus Pandemic – Stay At Home
Tresa Landis, Finance Committee Chair

Director’s September Report
This month we had a friendly classroom Door Decorating contest. The voters were
our Facebook audience, a great way to generate traffic to our Facebook page,
requiring parents to share and solicit votes from their friends and family. As an
incentive, we gave families “extra votes” for any new reviews of our center on
Facebook. The winning classroom received a DONUT party! As a result, we added
92 new followers, welcomed 12 new reviews, and over 5.8K people viewed our
post. Most doors are still up if you want to take a look.
A staff board was introduced in the Kitchenette that includes upcoming training
opportunities, paperless time-off requests, and a “shout-out” to staff to highlight
parents’ kudos and staff going above their duty to serve children and families. In
addition, we have had several parents submit accolades to our staff members.
The current Enrollment is 39 children, with new infants joining us in October and November. The Infant
Room will then be full. There are four openings in the other rooms.
Rhianna Nelson, Director
.
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All About Us

Thank you so much for the yellow rose vase,
the lovely meal and kind fellowship you provided
our family after our mother’s service. Your
thoughtfulness is appreciated and comforting.
Sincerely, the Vonda Brockman Family

October 5

Frank Hwang

October 9

Harlie Berggren

October 11

Justin Brower

October 17

Claire Brower

October 18

Doug Myers
Joan Thomson

October 26

Ruth Dyer

Our Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to
Tim Berggren and all of his
family at the death of his Aunt
Carol in Clay Center.
Father, grant peace to those
we love but see no longer.
Amen.

Nancy Goulden has moved to
California to be near her
son. Cards to Nancy can be send
to: Marc Goulden, PO Box 402,
Lagunitas, California, 94938

It is Scout Fundraising
Popcorn Time
What a delicious way to support the
Scouts! Oh, the many flavors…..and they
are all so good!
There is a sign up sheet in the narthex
where you can choose which items you
want to purchase. Not an easy decision!
If you want to help the Scouts, but don’t
need any popcorn at this time, a cash
donation will be greatly appreciated!

Kimberly Easley, Pack 76’s Popcorn Kernel
set up to sell popcorn at the Konza District
Golf Classic at the Stagg Hill Golf Course.
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First Christian Church
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fccmanhattan.org
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